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Introduction 

This book is an in-depth exegetical analysis of the multilayered con- 
tent and themes of the 114 Qur'anic surahs. The main objective of this 
analysis is to make the Qur'an accessible and easy to understand in 
terms of the overall content of each Qur'anic surah (chapter) and most 
importantly the surah's major themes, i.e., the messages and lessons 
of each individual surah. It provides both content analysis and a com- 
prehensive list of the Qur'anic surah's themes. Thus, it makes the 
Qur'an more accessible to the reader and presents its universal divine 
message in a stimulating and interesting way. 

The content of each surah is presented as a brief exegetical account. 
The exegetical analysis is mainly derived from the views of the two 
prominent exegetes: al-Tabari (d. 310 AH/923 CE) and Ibn Kathir (d. 
774 AH/1372 CE).The book also explains the title of each surah and 
provides a brief account of some of the historical events referred to in 
some surahs [and which were the causes of the revelation of the su- 
rah even if the meaning of the surah is not limited to that event-Ed.]. 
Awareness of the content of each surah will also enable the reader to 
understand the pivotal concepts of the Qur'an. The reader encounters 
three major themes stressed throughout the Qur'an. These are taw- 
hid, prophethood, and the return (eschatology). These pivotal con- 
cepts are the roots of Islam. 

The Qur'an urges us to read it with careful attention to and focus on 
its deep and various meanings. However, the length of the surahs, the 
difficult language of the Qur'an, lack of access to orthodox Muslim 
exegetes, and inadequate Qur'an translations constitute a barrier and 
block the channels of communication between the Qur'an and the 
reader. Muslims read the Qur'an on a daily or weekly basis especially 
during the month of Ramadan. However, it should be stressed here 
that a mechanical reading of the Qur'an cannot unravel the underly- 
ing meanings underpinning the Qur'anic messages in each surah. 
The Qur'an is the word of Allah revealed to the Messenger of Allah 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, in the early 
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part of the seventh century CE. It is an eternal miracle of linguistic 
perfection. Unlike the other two revealed Scriptures the Torah and the 
Injil - which underwent major corruptions through the editing out of 
some Gospels, translations in and out of Greek, Syriac, Hebrew and 
Latin, alterations by rabbis and priests, the loss of some of the books 
of the Bible - the Qur'an, as a text, remains in its original authentic 
form as known to the Prophet Muhammad. 

The word Qur'an means reading and the first surah revealed starts 
with the word"read!". Each Qur'anic surah is usually preceded by the 
expression "In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful" ex- 
cept for surah 9 "Repentance". What was sent to the Prophet Mu- 
hammad is revelation, and the Prophet Muhammad was the mouth- 
piece of revelation. The revelation lasted for a period of 23 years; it 
was gradual and in sections at intermittent stages, rather than all at 
once, in order to maintain Allah's guidance, to consolidate the Proph- 
et's faith in Allah, to perfect the message of Islam, to smooth the gradual 
legislation of the new code of life, and to make the Qur'an easy for 
the Prophet and his companions to learn by heart. 

The Prophet Muhammad received the first revelation when he was 
forty years old in Makkah. Some of the Qur'an was revealed in Mak- 
kah and are thus called Makkan. The Makkan people lasted for 13 
years. The people of Makah were largely kuffar (disbelievers or liter- 
ally "those who cover over"). Many of the surahs of the Qur'an were 
later revealed in Madinah and thus are Madinan.The people of Madi- 
nah were Arabs and some Jewish tribes. The Prophet Muhammad 
had to migrate from Makkah to Madinah in 622 CE because of the 
persecution he and his companions faced at the hands of the Makkan 
pagans. 

There are 114 Qur'anic surahs of different length, content, and con- 
taining differing admonitions. Each surah is made up of a number of 
statements. Each statement is known as an ayah. The longest surah in 
the Qur'an is surah 2 and the shortest is surah 108. The longest ayah 
in the Qur'an is in surah 2 number 282 and the shortest ayah is in 
surah 93 number 1. There are 6,218 ayat, 77,437 words, and 321,000 
letters. The first revelation was surah 96 and the last revelation was 
surah 110. There are 86 Makkan surahs and 28 Madinan. These surahs 
are arranged according to the knowledge the Companions preserved 
of the command of Allah to the Prophet Muhammad through the 
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Angel Jibril (Gabriel). The order of arrangement we have today was 
codified by the companion Zayd ibn Thabit at the command of the 
khalifah'Uthman ibn'Affan and is believed to reflect the arrangement 
of the surahs before the Prophet passed away in 11/632. Therefore, 
the Qur'anic surahs are not arranged according to their place or order 
of revelation. This arrangement, however, is unique in terms of the 
logical coherence of the content of each surah and how they are the- 
matically interrelated with the following surahs. 

It is true that the reader of the Qur'an is always daunted by the fact 
that reading a long surah in Arabic, its translation or exegesis is time- 
consuming or sometimes beyond his/her capacity. The Qur'an Out- 
lined: Outline, Theme and Text is a book that tells you what the Qur'an 
talks about and what it contains. It is a book for people who do not 
have access to exegesis or do not want to read the translations of the 
Qur'an. It is a summary of the multi-layers of content and themes of 
each Qur'anic surah. It is a book which enables the reader to appreci- 
ate the universal divine message of the Qur'an. 

Dr. Hussein Abdul-Raof 
Senior Lecturer in Arabic and Qur'anic Studies 
The University of Leeds 
Department of Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies 
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Qur’anic chapters, their type and focus 



Chapter 


Type 


Focus 


1 


Makkan 


tawhid 


2 


Madinan 


tawhid, Islamic legal rulings 


3 


Madinan 


tawhid, Islamic legal rulings 


4 


Madinan 


Islamic legal rulings, rights of women 


5 


Madinan 


Islamic legal rulings, tawhid, People of the Book 


6 


Makkan 


tawhid, the principles of Islam 


7 


Makkan 


tawhid, the rising from the dead, reward and pun- 
ishment 


8 


Madinan 


reliance on Allah, matters of war 


9 


Madinan 


tawhid 


10 


Makkan 


revelation and prophethood 


11 


Makkan 


the Qur'an is decisive and explained in detail 


12 


Makkan 


the Qur'an is clear and provides ethical exhorta- 
tion 


13 


Madinan 


the Qur'an is the word of Allah 


14 


Makkan 


tawhid 


15 


Makkan 


revelation, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


16 


Makkan 


tawhid, revelation, the rising from the dead 


17 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


18 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead 


19 


Makkan 


tawhid 


20 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead 


21 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


22 


Madinan 


tawhid, the rising from the dead, reward and pun- 
ishment, Islamic legal rulings 


23 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead 


24 


Madinan 


Islamic legal rulings, good manners 


25 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


26 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
the Hereafter 


27 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead 
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28 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


29 


Makkan 


tawhid, the rising from the dead, belief in all 
Prophets, the Hereafter 


30 


Makkan 


tawhid, the rising from the dead, belief in all 
Prophets and their Scriptures, reward and pun- 
ishment 


31 


Makkan 


tawhid 


32 


Makkan 


the rising from the dead, life after death 


33 


Madinan 


Islamic legal rulings related to family affairs 


34 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
the Day of Judgement 


35 


Makkan 


tawhid, belief in angels, the Prophets, the revealed 
Books, the Day of Judgement 


36 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead 


37 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


38 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


39 


Makkan 


tawhid 


40 


Makkan 


tawhid, the revelation, prophethood, the rising 
from the dead 


41 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


42 


Makkan 


tawhid, belief in angels, prophets, the rising from 
the dead, reward and punishment 


43 


Makkan 


tawhid, the rising from the dead, reward and pun- 
ishment 


44 


Makkan 


tawhid, the revelation, prophethood, the rising 
from the dead 


45 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


46 


Makkan 


tawhid, the revelation, the rising from the dead, 
reward and punishment 


47 


Madinan 


moral values, good social practice 


48 


Madinan 


fighting in the cause of Allah, support for the 
Prophet Muhammad, the hypocrites 


49 


Madinan 


social relationships in the community 


50 


Makkan 


tawhid, the rising from the dead, reward and pun- 
ishment 


51 


Makkan 


tawhid, the revelation, prophethood, reward and 
punishment 
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52 


Makkan 


tawhid, the revelation, prophethood, the rising 
from the dead, reward and punishment 


53 


Makkan 


tawhid, the revelation, prophethood, the rising 
from the dead 


54 


Makkan 


approach of the last hour, own whims 


55 


Madinan 


the revelation, Allah's favours, Allah's creative 
power, the Day of Judgement 


56 


Makkan 


the Day of Judgement and the reward on that day 


57 


Madinan 


tawhid 


58 


Madinan 


Islamic legal rulings, good manners 


59 


Madinan 


tawhid 


60 


Madinan 


social relations with unbelievers 


61 


Madinan 


self-denial in the cause of Allah, discipline in battle 


62 


Madinan 


spiritual and social values of Friday prayer 


63 


Madinan 


the hypocrites 


64 


Madinan 


tawhid, the rising from the dead, the Day of Judge- 
ment 


65 


Madinan 


divorce 


66 


Madinan 


the Prophet's family affairs 


67 


Makkan 


tawhid, the rising from the dead, the Day of Judge- 
ment 


68 


Makkan 


Prophethood 


69 


Makkan 


the revelation, the Day of Judgement 


70 


Makkan 


the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement 


71 


Makkan 


Allah's ability to destroy the rejectors of faith 


72 


Makkan 


tawhid, prophethood 


73 


Makkan 


the Prophet's spiritual life 


74 


Makkan 


the Prophet's mission, the Day of Judgement, re- 
ward of unbelievers 


75 


Makkan 


the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement, 
reward and punishment 


76 


Madinan 


the blissful joy of the righteous in heaven 


77 


Makkan 


the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement 


78 


Makkan 


the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement, 
reward and punishment 


79 


Makkan 


the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement, 
reward and punishment 


80 


Makkan 


good names, the rising from the dead, the Day of 
Judgement 


81 


Makkan 


the revelation, prophethood, the horror of the Day 
of Judgement 


82 


Makkan 


the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement, 
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reward and punishment 


83 


Makkan 


fraud 


84 


Makkan 


the Day of Judgement 


85 


Makkan 


self-sacrifice for the sake of belief 


86 


Makkan 


the revelation, the rising from the dead 


87 


Makkan 


tawhid 


88 


Makkan 


tawhid, the Day of Judgement 


89 


Makkan 


the Day of Judgement 


90 


Makkan 


the Day of Judgement, reward and punishment 


91 


Makkan 


spirituality, immorality 


92 


Makkan 


striving towards Allah, our struggle in this life 


93 


Makkan 


Allah's bounties bestowed on the Prophet Mu- 
hammad 


94 


Makkan 


Allah's bounties bestowed on the Prophet Mu- 
hammad 


95 


Makkan 


mankind high status 


96 


Makkan 


the revelation 


97 


Makkan 


the revelation 


98 


Madinan 


tawhid, prophethood 


99 


Madinan 


the Day of Judgement 


100 


Makkan 


our ingratitude to Allah, our love of worldly things 


101 


Makkan 


the Day of Judgement 


102 


Makkan 


love, wealth 


103 


Makkan 


righteousness 


104 


Makkan 


gossip mongering, our passion for wealth 


105 


Makkan 


the rejecters of faith 


106 


Makkan 


Allah's favour on the tribe of Quraysh 


107 


Makkan 


the unbelievers, the hypocrites 


108 


Makkan 


Allah's favours on the Prophet 


109 


Makkan 


tawhid 


110 


Madinan 


Allah's guaranteed help to the righteous 


111 


Makkan 


the bitter hostility against the Prophet 


112 


Makkan 


tawhid 


113 


Makkan 


seeking refuge in Allah from evil creatures 


114 


Makkan 


seeking refuge in Allah from the evil Shaytan 
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Qur’anic chapters, their types and themes 



Chapter 


Type 


Moral Themes 


1 


Makkan 


tawhid, praise, mercy, the Day of Judgement, de- 
pendence, guidance 


2 


Madinan 


tawhid, guidance, hypocrisy, return to Allah, sta- 
tus of mankind, man's ignorance, forgiveness, 
morality, occult knowledge, patience, fate, char- 
ity, gratitude, equality in cases of murder, suppli- 
cation 


3 


Madinan 


morality, content, lying, patience, return to Allah, 
Allah is not in need of anyone, hypocrisy, death, 
generosity, victory, interaction with people 


4 


Madinan 


wife, adultery, kindness, dispute, fighting, death, 
morality 


5 


Madinan 


conflict between good and evil, cooperation, be 
just and fair witness, take care of yourself 


6 


Makkan 


power and unity of Allah, worldly life, vice, per- 
severance, family, good deeds, planet Earth 


7 


Makkan 


arrogance, struggle between good and evil, tri- 
umph of truth, man's vanity, learning a lesson 
from past nations 


8 


Madinan 


reliance on Allah, quality, patience, unity, Allah's 
blessings, treachery 


9 


Madinan 


hypocrisy, treaties, marching off in Allah's cause 


10 


Makkan 


opportunism, tyrannical oppression, winners and 
losers, guessing 


11 


Makkan 


Allah's wrath, fraud and mischief, repentance, 
Allah is the protector, Allah's chastisement 


12 


Makkan 


trial and misfortune, dealing with people, the vir- 
tue of patience, sexual temptation, principles, el- 
evation of status, complaint, plotting 


13 


Madinan 


change, good and evil, tranquillity, worldly life 


14 


Makkan 


the good and bad word, parents, patience, appeal 
to Allah 


15 


Makkan 


power, the truth, despair, forgiveness 


16 


Makkan 


pride, female, children, pledge, justice, relatives, 
sex, gratitude 
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17 


Makkan 


act kindly, speak kindly, guidance, haste, luxury, 
man's status, falsehood, gratitude, code of moral 
practice 


18 


Makkan 


good deeds, arrogance, self-complacency, wealth 
and power, association, free choice, knowledge 


19 


Makkan 


limitations, invocation, glorification, crucifixion, 
call to Allah 


20 


Makkan 


the message, perseverance, Shaytan, preference 


21 


Makkan 


haste, test, wrongdoing, purity of soul, homosexu- 
ality, one family, the victor 


22 


Madinan 


dispute about Allah, worship for self-interest, the 
unfaithful, victory, weakness, return, do good 


23 


Makkan 


tolerance, purpose, piety, Allah's mercy, vanity, ap- 
preciation 


24 


Madinan 


illegal sexual intercourse, slander, marriage, wife, 
modesty, chastity, domestic manners 


25 


Makkan 


passion, pride, prayer, spending, Shaytan, Allah's 
wrath, good attributes 


26 


Makkan 


admonition, kindness, trust, justice, homosexu- 
ality 


27 


Makkan 


power and wealth, gratitude, trust in god, reward 
of good deeds, anxiety over the disbelievers 


28 


Makkan 


persecution and oppression, wealth and power, 
supporting corruption, mother's love, help, idle 
talk, lust, exultation, gratitude, return, hereafter 


29 


Makkan 


trial, dedication, trust, power and wealth, false evi- 
dence, investment, gratitude, destruction, debate, 
death, provision 


30 


Makkan 


super powers, victory, a lesson, gratitude, despair, 
usury, provision, belief and disbelief 


31 


Makkan 


delusion, hardship, submission, dispute about 
Allah 


32 


Makkan 


fear of Allah, patience, Allah's signs 


33 


Madinan 


fear of Allah, trust in god, gratitude, patience, hy- 
pocrisy, the Prophet, modesty, slander 


34 


Makkan 


gratitude, power and grandeur, wisdom and 
power, intercession, truth and falsehood, provi- 
sion 


35 


Makkan 


Allah's bounties, need, arrogance, Allah's mercy, 
loss, inheritor 


36 


Makkan 


arrogance, righteousness, Shaytan, help, return 


37 


Makkan 


rejection, support, plotting, patience, obedience 
to parents 
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38 


Makkan 


perseverance, justice, purpose, self-glory, medi- 
tation 


39 


Makkan 


devotion, nature, ingratitude, losers, disbelief, re- 
turn, intercession, provision, despair, preparation 


40 


Makkan 


Allah's justice, appeal, worldly life, moral lessons 


41 


Makkan 


golden rule, counselling, witnesses, refuge, god's 
justice and mercy, rivals, weakness 


42 


Makkan 


blasphemy, consultation, revenge, relatives, misfor- 
tune, worldly life, justice, patience and forgiveness 


43 


Makkan 


worldly life, association, retribution, remembrance 
of Allah 


44 


Makkan 


creation, playing around, the oppressed 


45 


Makkan 


divine justice, achievement, creation, alliance 


46 


Makkan 


destruction Allah's glory, parents, patience 


47 


Madinan 


worldly life, support, protection 


48 


Madinan 


worldly gains, the Prophet, hypocrisy 


49 


Madinan 


a set of ethics and good manners 


50 


Makkan 


justice, patience, unmindfulness 


51 


Makkan 


retribution, Allah's signs, loss, need, creation 


52 


Makkan 


patience, reward, appeal 


53 


Makkan 


adoration, responsibility, time wasting, return 


54 


Makkan 


admonition, the Qur'an, creation, record 


55 


Madinan 


death, gratitude, justice 


56 


Makkan 


gratitude, praise 


57 


Madinan 


spending, worldly life, Allah's mercy, fairness 


58 


Madinan 


women's rights, secret counsels, alliance, assem- 
blies, humiliation, oath, winners or losers 


59 


Madinan 


victory, hypocrisy, righteousness, preference, 
treachery 


60 


Madinan 


friendship, social relations, justice, support 


61 


Madinan 


unity, lies, dedication, action not words 


62 


Madinan 


worldly interests, death, message 


63 


Madinan 


hypocrisy, charity, dedication 


64 


Madinan 


trust, deflection, credit, return 


65 


Madinan 


marriage, piety, mutual respect 


66 


Madinan 


confidentiality, repentance, preparation, under- 
standing 


67 


Makkan 


best deeds, lesson, faith 


68 


Makkan 


manners, patience, remembrance, message 


69 


Makkan 


injustice, ingratitude, arrogance, wealth, the 
Qur'an 


70 


Makkan 


tolerance, vain talk, chastity, promise 


71 


Makkan 


parents, trust 




XV 



72 


Makkan 


belief, submission, refuge, moral values 


73 


Makkan 


devotion, the Qur'an 


74 


Makkan 


proclamation, bounty, intercession 


75 


Makkan 


freedom, death, worldly life 


76 


Madinan 


Help, reward, worldly life, devotion 


77 


Makkan 


belief, good deeds 


78 


Makkan 


reward, sorting out, piety 


79 


Makkan 


vanity, arrogance 


80 


Makkan 


the Qur'an, class 


81 


Makkan 


willingness, cosmic commotion 


82 


Makkan 


reward, responsibility 


83 


Makkan 


cheating 


84 


Makkan 


summon 


85 


Makkan 


persecution, forgiveness 


86 


Makkan 


compromise, plotting 


87 


Makkan 


admonition, worldly life 


88 


Makkan 


admonition, return 


89 


Makkan 


corruption, test, orphans, wealth 


90 


Makkan 


trial, struggle, help, liberty 


91 


Makkan 


balance, success 


92 


Makkan 


wealth, pleasure 


93 


Makkan 


the hereafter, moral values 


94 


Makkan 


hardship 


95 


Makkan 


creation, reward 


96 


Makkan 


vanities, admonition, transgression 


97 


Makkan 


worshipping 


98 


Madinan 


true religion 


99 


Madinan 


deeds 


100 


Makkan 


wealth 


101 


Makkan 


deeds 


102 


Makkan 


wealth 


103 


Makkan 


life 


104 


Makkan 


vices, wealth 


105 


Makkan 


plan 


106 


Makkan 


food and security 


107 


Makkan 


help 


108 


Makkan 


gratitude 


109 


Makkan 


compromise 


110 


Madinan 


victory 


111 


Makkan 


wealth 


112 


Makkan 


Allah's unity 


113 


Makkan 


refuge, trust, envy 


114 


Makkan 


refuge, trust, whisper 




Surah One 

The Fatihah - Opening 

Outline 

This is the first surah in the Qur'an in terms of arrangement and not 
revelation. In other words, the Fatihah - Opening was not the first 
surah that was revealed. It is a Makkan surah, i.e., it was revealed in 
Makkah. The main focus of this surah is tawhid. It affirms faith, wor- 
ship, seeking help, and supplication. It is made up of seven ayat whose 
major focus is to verify that Allah is worthy of worship, praise, and 
reliance upon, enjoys all the hallmarks of perfection, is Master of this 
world and the Hereafter, and that He is the Creator. 

It is called the Opening because it opens the Qur'an, i.e., it is the 
starting surah of the Qur'an. It is also called'the mother or core of the 
Qur'an'. The Opening is the only surah that it is compulsory to read in 
every prayer said by a Muslim whether during the five compulsory 
daily prayers or during the optional ones. In fact, no prayer, according 
to Muslim scholars, is accepted without reciting the Opening. 
According to Muslim commentators, the Opening embodies the whole 
Qur'an. It is regarded as a kind of supplication and it starts off with an 
expression in praise of Allah - 'praise be to Allah' - which signifies 
total submission to Him and that Allah alone is worthy of praise. 

The reason why this surah represents the essence of the Qur'an is 
because it summarises the major concepts of Islam: the belief in the 
Oneness of Allah and in His attributes. It encourages Muslims to beg 
from no one but Allah and to free themselves from slavery to man and 
be attached to their Lord alone. It highlights de- anthropomorphism, 
that no one is associated with Allah, no one is equal or similar to Him, 
and that one must worship Him faithfully and sincerely. 

This surah seems to be divided into two equal parts: the first part 
concerns Allah and His attributes while the second part is about man 
and his need for his Lord. 
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Themes 

In spite of the brevity of this surah, it contains a number of important 

and varied themes such as: 

• Praise: In acknowledgement of the infinite bounties of Allah. This 
signifies obedience on the part of the Muslim who acknowledges 
that Allah alone should be praised for every thing. 

• Tawhid: Believe in Allah alone, the Lord of the universe. 

• Iman: Trust in Allah the Lord of the Universe, and in His angels, 
books, messengers, the decree of good and evil, and in the Last 
Day. It also signifies the oneness of Allah. 

• Mercy: The two attributes 'Most Gracious'/Most Merciful' refer to 
Allah's mercy; it is a reminder to the Muslim that Allah's mercy is 
comprehensive; it is everywhere and at all time. It also signifies 
that Allah is merciful rather than vengeful and that His mercy pre- 
cedes his vengeance. 

• The Day of Judgement: This is an essential part of the Muslim's 
iman which is also supplemented by the belief that Allah alone 
will be the Master on the Day of Judgement. 

• Obligation and dependence: This refers to worshipping no other 
deity but Allah and that everyone is dependent on Him and help- 
less without Him. This also signifies seeking refuge with Him. It 
also refers to the reciprocal link between man and Allah: worship- 
ping Allah comes first before help from Allah is bestowed on man. 

• Guidance: Asking Allah for guidance on the straight path of those 
on whom He bestowed His grace; this path leads to success in 
this life and in the Hereafter. The guidance on the straight path is 
contrasted to the paths of the Jews and the Christians. 



Surah Two 
The Cow 



Outline 

Although the Cow is the second surah in the Qur'an, it is not the 
second surah in terms of revelation. It is a Madinan surah which is 
made up of 286 ayat and contains the last ayah revealed, ayah 281, 
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and the longest ayah, ayah 282, in the Qur'an. The main focus of this 
surah is tawhid, the verification that the Qur'an is guidance so that 
Qur'anic teachings be followed, and Islamic legal rulings. 

The Surah of the Cow can generally be divided into two major parts: 
the first deals with the Children of Israel, their stance towards Musa 
(Moses), Peace be upon him, and other prophets and a special appeal 
is made to them to accept the new revelation, while the second deals 
with the Islamic legal rulings required for the evolving new Muslim 
community in Madinah. The surah takes its name from the story of 
the cow which starts from ayah 67-73. 

The surah starts off with a series of description of three different cat- 
egories of people. It describes those who fear Allah, those who reject 
faith, and the hypocrites. The first category, the people of taqwa (fear 
of Allah) are described as those who: 

(i) believe in the unseen, 

(ii) establish the prayer, 

(iii) spend on others in order to please Allah, 

(iv) believe in the present and previous revelations, 

(v) are certain of the Hereafter, and 
(iv) are successful. 

The disbelievers and the hypocrites, however, are described as people 
who: 

(i) will disbelieve the new revelation whether they are warned 
or not, 

(ii) deceive themselves, 

(iii) have a disease in their hearts, 

(iv) are mischief makers on earth, 

(v) blindly arrogant, 

(vi) barter guidance for error, 

(vii) are deaf, dumb, and blind. 

This is followed by statements urging mankind to worship Allah and 
not set up rivals for Him. We also find in this surah the challenge to 
mankind to produce a surah the like of the Qur'an if they are in doubt 
about it. The surah warns the disbelievers of the torment of fire whose 
fuel is mankind and stones while it gives glad tidings to the believers 
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that they will win gardens with rivers, fruits, and good companions. 
The surah frequently reminds people of Allah as the One who made 
the earth a carpet for mankind, built the sky above them, sent water 
from the sky to bring forth fruit as sustenance for them, created eve- 
rything that is on earth for their benefit, and then turned towards 
heaven and perfected it as seven heavens. 

This surah deals with the story of creation of man and refers to the 
creation of Adam, peace be upon him. In this story, we are told that 
Allah commanded the angels to bow down before Adam as a sign of 
respect. All the angels did so except Iblis (a shaytan) who refused and 
acted proudly. This marks the beginning of the struggle between Shay- 
tan and the human being. Adam and his wife Hawa (Eve) are granted 
by Allah to settle in the Garden and to eat freely from whatever they 
wish except from the forbidden tree. Iblis, the picture of evil and arro- 
gance, deceives Adam who, out of his weakness, caves in to Iblis's 
design and eats from the tree he has been warned not to approach. 
This grave mistake represents a major wrongdoing and Allah expels 
Adam and his wife from the garden and sends them to settle on Earth. 
This wrongdoing represents a violation of the agreement made be- 
tween Adam and Hawa and Allah, in which Adam and Hawa prom- 
ised to heed Allah's warning and obey His command. 

As the surah of the Cow is Madinan, it deals in detail with the Children 
of Israel who used to live in Madinah, and asks them: to fulfil their 
covenant, fear no one except Allah, believe in the Qur'an, not to con- 
ceal the truth and Allah's revelations, establish the prayer, pay the za- 
kat, remember Allah's favour on them by preferring them over others 
and by sending them prophets, heed the Day of Judgement, and to 
remember how Allah rescued them from Fir' awn's (Pharaoh) tyranny. 

The story of the cow starts when Musa, peace be upon him, ordered 
the Israelites to sacrifice a heifer. Instead of listening to Musa's direc- 
tions, the Children of Israel gave different excuses. In the end, they 
offered the sacrifice but not with good will. The Children of Israel, we 
are told, began to rebel against Allah, continually transgressed, re- 
jected faith, and killed the prophets. 

The surah stresses that Allah has revealed the Qur'an as the final scrip- 
ture which confirms the previous scriptures, i.e., the Torah and the Injil 
(the revelation to 'Isa (Jesus) peace be upon him, fragments of which 
may be contained in the Injil), and makes a special appeal to the Chil- 
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dren of Israel to believe in this final revelation, ponder upon its mean- 
ing in order to appreciate its message, and not to take it as a joke. 

The surah moves on to the behavioural aspect and urges mankind to re- 
spect parents, relatives, orphans, the needy, and to behave well with peo- 
ple and respect their feelings. It also highlights the danger of shedding 
one's own people's blood in war and driving people out of their homes. 
The surah also refers to 'Isa (Jesus), as a prophet, who is called the son 
of Maryam and that he was assisted with the Holy Spirit. Yet the Chil- 
dren of Israel rejected him. 

The surah also reminds the People of the Book that the message of 
the Qur'an is similar to that already mentioned in the Torah and the 
Injil and that the Qur'an is a confirmation of the previous divine mes- 
sages. However, the People of the Book disbelieved in the clear signs 
sent down by Allah and rejected the divine message of Islam. Had the 
Children of Israel investigated thoroughly the message of the Qur'an, 
they would have found it confirming what they already had. Instead, 
they disbelieved in it and were busy with occult knowledges and ritu- 
als which was an evil thing to do. From that, the Children of Israel 
learned what would harm them and did not benefit them. Had they 
learned what their Scripture involved, kept their faith, and done their 
duty, it would have been better for them. At this stage, the surah re- 
minds the disbelievers of the painful torment and the splendid bounty 
of Allah, that He is Capable of everything, and that He holds control 
over the heavens and the earth. 

The surah also refers to the claim made by the Jews and Christians 
that no one will enter the Garden unless he is a Jew or a Christian. 
The surah provides a counterclaim that there is no proof to substanti- 
ate this claim. Instead, the surah tells us that whoever submits him- 
self to Allah alone as a true believer and does good deeds will enter 
the Garden. We are also told about the scholars who were responsible 
for corrupting the text of the Torah and the Injil and misled their igno- 
rant followers. They corrupted their revealed books to acquire a tri- 
fling gain. We are further told that neither the Jews nor the Christians 
will be pleased with the Muslims unless the latter follow the former's 
form of religion. The surah also refers to the claims made by the Jews 
and the Christians against each other. 

Christianity is also repudiated in this surah. Their belief that Allah has 
adopted a son is answered by referring to Allah's glory and that what- 




6 



The Qur'an Outlined 



ever in the heavens and on earth belong to Him. The surah is emphatic 
that Allah is remote from any imperfection or similarity with any crea- 
ture and that the ascription of a son is an attempt to belittle and de- 
grade Allah's ’'glory. This is followed by a statement confirming that the 
Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, was 
sent with the truth as a bearer of glad tidings and a warner to mankind. 
The surah also refers to Ibrahim, his sons Isma'il, Ishaq, Ya'qub, peace 
be upon them, and their descendents and that they were Muslims 
and not Jews or Christians. Allah also stresses that the Muslims are 
the true followers of Ibrahim reference to him signifies fitrah - the 
natural condition of man. The concept of tawhid is highlighted. The 
statement appeals to people who use their reason to ponder on the 
diverse wonders of the creation which should be taken as signs of the 
unity of Allah and His will and power. The message of tawhid is intro- 
duced by listing a number of everyday natural phenomena such as 
the creation of the heavens and the earth, the alteration between night 
and day, the sailing of the stately ships which plough the sea for the 
benefit of mankind, the rain sent down from the sky to revive the 
earth and benefit mankind, the various kinds of animals on the earth, 
the winds, and the clouds driven along between the sky and the earth. 
The reference to rain points to analogies between the ability of the 
rain to resuscitate the 'dead' earth and Allah's power to resurrect the 
dead. The surah of the Cow refers to the episode when a previous 
nation were inflicted with a plague and left their homes for fear of 
death. They were thousands in number and mistakenly thought that 
by leaving their homes, they could escape death, as if they could de- 
cide their own fates. This elliptic story emphasises that one cannot 
decide life or death for oneself. 

We are also introduced to the concept of Qiblah which means facing, 
during prayer, the Ka'bah in Makkah. The direction of prayer is to- 
wards the Sacred Mosque in Makkah. The surah urges people to spend 
in charity in secret and in public, night and day and concludes with a 
supplication: Our Lord, do not take us to task if we forget or make 
a mistake! Our Lord, do not place on us a load like the one You 
placed on those before us! Our Lord, do not place on us a load we 
have not the strength to bear! And pardon us; and forgive us; and 
have mercy on us. You are our Master so help us against the peo- 
ple of the kafirun [lit.: who cover over the truth]. 
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The surah of the Cow deals thoroughly with Islamic legal rulings which 
were vital for the regulation of the newly established Muslim com- 
munity in Madinah and are still vital for Islam today. The surah deals 
with important matters which are directly related to people's social 
life. Most importantly, the surah elaborates on family affairs and the 
family is looked at as the cornerstone of a sane society. These legisla- 
tive social aspects include pilgrimage to the Ka'bah in Makkah, i.e., 
the sacred mosque, the performance of the rites of the lesser pilgrim- 
age at other times of the year, the law of retaliation in cases of murder, 
the drawing up of a will by anyone who realises that death is ap- 
proaching him/her, fasting, fighting in the cause of Allah, prohibition 
of marriage with women who associate others with Allah, usury, the 
writing down in the presence of witnesses of contracts for any loan 
undertaken, and the family. While trade and business are encouraged, 
taking interest from people or taking loans with interest and all other 
forms of usury are forbidden and people are emphatically urged to 
stop this practice. 

The surah also highlights a number of interesting points about family 
affairs such as the support of the husband for his wife both financially 
and psychologically; the sexual relationship between husband and wife 
is well-defined and that the husband should not approach his wife 
sexually during menstruation; divorce and that after divorce, the di- 
vorced husband and wife should maintain friendly relations based on 
mutual respect. Also, divorced women are instructed to wait without 
remarrying for three menstrual periods; breastfeeding: the mother 
should breast-feed her baby for an upper limit of two years, if she 
wishes to do so; and the husband's death: the widow is instructed to 
wait, after her husband's death, for four months and ten days to make 
sure that she is not pregnant from her late husband. 

Themes 

• Tawhid - Knowledge of the Divine Unity: To believe in Allah alone, 
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

• Guidance: Allah's guidance is the true guidance to which we have 
to adhere. We need to absorb Allah's goodness in us and not to 
follow the desires of the disbelievers or those who associate part- 
ners with Him. 

• Hypocrisy: Hypocrisy leads to corruption, injustice and social de- 
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cay. It is evil and is a disease that can harm the community. 

• Return to Allah: This signifies the concept of rising from the dead. 
Since Allah is the Creator of the heavens, the earth and whatever 
on earth, all mankind will return to Him after rising from the dead. 

• Status of mankind: The command of Allah to the angels to bow 
down before Adam signifies the high status of mankind in the 
eyes of Allah and that man is of a special value to Allah. Mankind 
are His stewards on earth. 

• Man's ignorance: Adam is warned by Allah not to approach the 
forbidden tree and not to obey Shaytan who is our enemy. Adam, 
however, obeyed Shaytan and ate from the forbidden tree. This 
has led to the expulsion of Adam from the Garden. This also signi- 
fies that the expulsion is the result of Adam's action. Man out of 
ignorance obeys his enemy, Shaytan, and encounters problems. 

• Forgiveness: Although Adam was expelled from the Garden because 
he disobeyed Allah and listened to Shaytan, Allah forgave him. 

• Morality: Treat parents, near relatives, orphans, and the needy with 
kindness. Say kind words to people, act kindly, forgive, overlook, 
pay zakat and spend on parents, close relatives, orphans, the needy, 
and the wayfarer; establish prayer, spend generously in the cause 
of Allah, do not conceal the truth, be patient, thankful and grate- 
ful to Allah, do not reject faith or associate others with Allah, do 
not eat up one another's wealth on vanities, do not bribe authori- 
ties with money, do not spread corruption, do not initiate hostili- 
ties, do not cause your own destruction, enter absolutely into peace, 
avoid alcohol and gambling, keep away from sexual intercourse 
with women during menstruation, and act with grace towards each 
other after divorce. Mankind are reminded to stay vigilant against 
Shaytan who encourages whatever is evil and shameful, and en- 
courages people to say of Allah what they do not know. 

• Occult knowledge: The art of magic is evil and it can even separate 
a man from his wife. 

• Patience: This develops perseverance and is the key to success. 

• Fate: It is important to take care and precautions. However, we 
should not be under any illusion that taking care can defeat fate. 
Care should be taken but faith in Allah should also be firm. If some- 
thing bad has already been predetermined by Allah, taking care 
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cannot change the outcome. 

• Charity: Spend your wealth for Allah's sake to please Him rather 
than to please people. 

• Gratitude: One should always be grateful to Allah for His limitless 
bounties regardless of the situation one is in. 

• Retaliation in cases of homicide: The family of the deceased may 
demand retaliation against the culprit and his death. This penalty, 
however, can be remitted if the family of the deceased pardon the 
culprit and accept compensatory payment. This is to encourage 
peace within the community and to show mercy. 

• Supplication and repentance: A true believer should repent to Allah 
and supplicate Him to come closer to his/her Lord. 



Surah Three 
The Family of ‘Imran 

Outline 

This surah is the third in arrangement rather than in revelation. The 
Family of 'Imran is a Madinan surah made up of 200 ayat.This surah 
focuses on tawhid, the verification of this teaching, prophethood, and 
some Islamic legal rulings. The surah is interrelated with the previous 
surah, the Cow, and takes its name from the highly virtuous family of 
'Imran who was the common ancestor of Musa (Moses) and 'Isa 0e- 
sus), peace be upon both of them. 

The surah starts off with tawhid and stresses that the Qur'an is a rev- 
elation that confirms the previous two revealed books, the Torah and 
the Injil, provides guidance to mankind, and warns those who disbe- 
lieve in Allah's signs of the severe punishment awaiting them. We are 
also told here that the Qur'an is a complete revelation unlike the Torah 
and the Injil which are incomplete. While surah two was mainly about 
the Jews and Musa, this surah is mainly about the Christians and the 
Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. The 
Christians in Madinah, who were from the tribe of Najran, met the 
Prophet Muhammad to debate their faith. They disbelieved the Qur'an, 
tried to refute it, and claimed that the Messiah was the son of Allah. 
This surah can be divided into two main parts: part one deals with the 
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People of the Book, in particular the Christians, where a special ap- 
peal is made to them to accept the new revelation and not to associate 
partners with Allah; part two deals with Islamic precepts where fight- 
ing in the cause of Allah is encouraged. As for material on behaviour, 
this occurs in the two parts when it is required by the context. 

There are recurrent references to the oneness of Allah. Tawhid is in- 
troduced and supported by a number of statements whose main ob- 
jective is to affirm that Allah is the Sovereign and the Creator of eve- 
rything including'Isa, peace be upon him. All mankind are created by 
Allah who shapes each one in the womb. The argument here is that 
the unknown nature of the life inside the womb and the mystery of 
birth both indicate that the birth of'Isa is beyond human comprehen- 
sion just as is the unknown nature of the shape of the foetus in the 
womb. 

The surah is emphatic that there is no deity except Allah and the only 
true deen with Him is Islam. If the People of the Book or the idolaters 
dispute the truth, they should only be advised to submit themselves 
to Allah and accept Islam. If they object to that, that is their decision. 
The message is delivered and Allah is Watchful over Plis slaves. 

A reference to the Children of Israel is made as people who disbe- 
lieved in the signs of Allah, killed 43 previous prophets and 170 right- 
acting men. This is followed by a reference to the Jews and the Chris- 
tians who were both given Divine revealed books which they did not 
abide by. This statement signifies that in both scriptures, there are ref- 
erences to the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, and that therefore the People of the Book should believe 
him. A number of statements highlight the oneness of Allah and other 
related concepts such as His power over all things. His power to give 
dominion to whom He wills or take it away from whom He wills. His 
power to give honour to whom he wishes or to bring low whom He 
wishes. His power to make the day grow longer by shortening the 
night and make the night grow longer by shortening the day. His power 
to bring the living out of the dead and bring the dead out of the living, 
and His power to give sustenance to whom He wills. 

The surah reminds the reader that Allah had chosen Adam, Nuh 
(Noah), the family of Ibrahim and the family of'Imran, peace be upon 
all of the prophets, above all people. This is a prelude to underlining 
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the message to the reader that the Messiah is neither Allah nor the 
son of Allah but an ordinary human being and a prophet. Therefore, a 
series of historical events are mentioned which have significance with 
respect to this controversial issue: 'Imran's wife is pregnant and gives 
birth to Maryam (Mary), the chosen among the women; Maryam gives 
birth to a miracle-child, 'Isa; Zakaria has a son called Yahya (John) 
(whose mother is a cousin of Maryam) also a miracle-child as Zakaria 
mistakenly thought he and his wife were too old to have children. The 
word of Allah has enabled Zakaria's wife to become pregnant with 
Yahya. This is employed as a reference to Allah's ability to do all things; 
similarly, the word of Allah has made Maryam give birth to the mi- 
raculous son, 'Isa, without any physical means or contact with a man. 
We are told of 'Isa, peace be upon him, as a teacher of right-action in 
childhood and maturity, a messenger to the Children of Israel, who 
was supported by a number of signs such as creating something in 
the shape of a bird out of clay which became a bird, curing the blind 
and lepers, reviving the dead with Allah's permission, and that he was 
taught by Allah writing skills, the wisdom needed for prophethood, 
the Torah and the Injil. 

The message of 'Isa to the Children of Israel is that Allah is both his 
and their Lord. The disciples of 'Isa believed him and supported his 
message and declared themselves Muslims, i.e. those submitted to 
Allah. The Children of Israel, however, disbelieved 'Isa and plotted to 
kill him. Having known the Jews' plot, Allah raised 'Isa to Him. Once 
again, we are reminded of the creation of Adam and 'Isa: the creation 
of 'Isa is analogous with that of Adam since Adam was created with- 
out father or mother, and 'Isa without a father. This is further confir- 
mation that 'Isa was no more than a human being made by Allah and 
that there is no deity except Allah. 

The surah also makes an appeal to the People of the Book asking them 
to work out a common formula binding the three parties, Jews, Chris- 
tians, and Muslims: to worship Allah alone, associate no partners with 
Him, and not to take lords and patrons from among people instead of 
Allah. The People of the Book are also told that Ibrahim was neither a 
Jew nor a Christian but a Muslim submitted to Allah who ascribed no 
divinity to anyone or anything other than Allah. Another special and 
detailed appeal is made to the People of the Book, who are told: 

(i) not to deny the truth of Allah's messages and signs to 




12 



The Qur'an Outlined 



which they are witnesses, 

(ii) not to conceal the truth of which they are well aware, 

(iii) not to destroy the truth by falsehood, 

(iv) not to tell lies against Allah, 

(v) to believe in Allah alone, 

(vi) to believe in His previous and present revelations, 

(vii) not to differentiate between one prophet and another, 

(viii)to surrender themselves to Allah [as Muslims], and 

(ix) not to stand in the way of those who believe in the present 
revelation. After this appeal, the People of the Book are 
warned that on the Day of Judgement, they will taste tor- 
ment and be inmates of the Fire forever for rejecting the 
truth. This is contrasted to the believers'reward of living in 
Allah's mercy forever. 

The surah tells the Muslims that they are the best community which 
has been produced for mankind and encourages them to form a com- 
munity that invites other people to all that is good, advises them of 
what is right, and forbids the doing of what is wrong. The surah also 
attempts to elevate the Muslims' morale by stressing to them that the 
disbelievers will never be able to harm them because ignominy, misery 
and Allah's anger are branded on them. If the Muslims are patient in 
adversity and conscious of Allah, the cunning of the disbelievers will 
not be successful. The surah also appeals to the Muslims who are urged: 

(i) to take the Muslims as close inmates rather than the Jews, 
the Christians or the hypocrites because they continually 
try to corrupt the Muslims and love to see them in distress 
and as losers, 

(ii) to fear Allah, 

(iii) not to be intimidated by Shaytan, 

(iv) not to practise usury, 

(v) not to be niggardly, 

(vi) to spend for the sake of Allah, 

(vii) to rely on Allah alone, 

(viii) to be patient and right-acting, and 
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(ix) not to lose heart or feel despair. 

In order to prepare the Muslims psychologically for battle, the surah 
reiterates two significant notions, death and victory, which are pivotal 
to the Muslim faith. We are told in this surah that death is inevitable 
and that every soul will taste death; even the Prophet Muhammad, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, will pass away, but his death 
should not discourage Muslims from taking part in battles or make 
them go back to their old beliefs. No one knows when one is going to 
die. The knowledge of one's death lies only with Allah. No one will 
die except with Allah's permission. Therefore, one should not be over- 
come by fear of death. One can participate in battles and still survive 
because one's term is preordained by Allah. Death may visit us even if 
we are in our homes. It is, therefore, wrong to say that had someone 
stayed at home, he/she would not have died nor been killed. Another 
statement concludes that it is Allah who gives life and death. 

Victory is presented in this surah as the reward from Allah for the 
right-acting for their patience, perseverance, and defiance of death. 
Number is not the decisive factor in the realisation of victory in the 
battlefield. It is patience and fear of Allah that bring victory. It is Allah 
Who is the best supporter rather than reliance on disbelievers, equip- 
ment, or numbers. The example that proves the validity of this, the 
surah reminds us, is the battle of Badr in which the Muslims were 
granted victory by Allah for their fear of Him, obeying the commands 
of the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
and for abandoning attachment to the pleasures of life. Their focus 
was to please Allah and His Messenger in order to win the Hereafter. 
In the battle of Uhud (3 AH / 625 CE), however, we are told that the 
Muslims were defeated for a number of reasons: 

(i) by abandoning their positions in the battlefield, they did 
not obey the commands of the Prophet, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, 

(ii) some acted hypocritically, 

(iii) some were closer to disbelief than faith, and 

(iv) some were afraid of death and acted in a cowardly man- 
ner. 

The surah also provides a description of the qualities of the right- 
acting: 




14 



The Qur'an Outlined 



(i) they help the needy, 

(ii) suppress their anger, 

(iii) pardon other people, 

(iv) remember Allah and ask for His forgiveness for their wrong 
actions and shameful deeds, and 

(v) do not persist knowingly in doing whatever wrong they 
may have done. It also provides, towards the end, conso- 
lation to the Prophet Muhammad that if the People of the 
Book reject his message, he should not be distressed. Pre- 
vious messengers before him have also been rejected al- 
though they had proofs, miracles. Psalms, the Torah, and 
the Injil. 

The surah concludes by highlighting two points: 

(i) the oneness of Allah, by referring to the creation of the 
heavens and the earth and the alteration between night 
and day, and 

(ii) patience which is the key to success. 

Themes 

• Morality: The moral aspect of the surah focuses on the warning of 
people of the materialistic aspects of the worldly life such as love 
of women, children, gold, cattle, and other possessions. In con- 
trast to that, the right-acting are given glad tidings of gardens and 
pure companions in the Hereafter. The right-acting are those who 
are patient, give zakat, spend in sadaqah, worship devoutly, pray 
for forgiveness, and want to be saved from the torment of Hellfire. 

• Contentment: One has to be contented with what one has. Only 
Allah knows why we do not get that to which we aspire. Imran's 
wife (Anne) wished that she had a son but she was given Maryam 
instead. A girl can be as valuable as, or even more valuable than, a 
son. (Refer to the defeat of Uhud and other examples). 

• Lying: Lying about Allah or to people should be avoided. 

• Patience: Patience is the key to success and victory. 

• Return to Allah: Although this is basically related to the concept of 
rising from the dead, it is also to do with the recurrent statement 
made in this surah that all mankind will return to Allah who will 
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inform them of the truth or falsity of their faith. 

• Allah is not in need of anyone: This is to remind people that it is in 
their best interests to believe in Allah and be right-acting. 

• Hypocrisy: To act hypocritically is self-defeating as we have seen 
in the battle of Uhud. 

• Death: Death is inevitable and no one can escape it. Life and death 
are preordained by Allah. One should not act in a cowardly fash- 
ion. 

• Be generous: Help the needy and do not be niggardly. 

• Victory: Fear of Allah is the prerequisite for victory or of any help 
from Him. 

• Interaction with people: Avoid being severe and harsh-hearted. 
Treat people kindly, pardon them, seek Allah's forgiveness for them, 
and, most importantly, consult them. 



Surah Four 
Women 



Outline 

This is a Madinan surah made up of 176 ayat which mainly addresses 
Islamic law, the rights of women, and other social issues. It is also 
punctuated by a large number of moral themes which are vital for the 
establishment of a healthy society and human relations among peo- 
ple. The surah focuses on women and their rights in marriage, family 
and inheritance. It is for this reason that the surah is called Women. 
The starting statement of the surah is about the fear of Allah which 
sets the scene for the major theme of the surah which is Islamic law. 
Without fear of Allah, the law cannot be upheld and people will not 
abide by it. It also signifies that iman and social behaviour are interre- 
lated. The initial statement appeals to mankind to remember that they 
are descendents of a single common father, Adam. The surah can be 
divided into two main parts: part one deals with Islamic legal rulings 
while part two deals with theological matters. The two parts, how- 
ever, are punctuated by behavioural issues. 

In this surah, we are told about a number of matters related to Islamic 
legal rulings; these are: 
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1. Orphans: Orphans should be treated with justice. Orphans' prop- 
erty should be looked after and kept intact. Their guardian should 
make sure that he/she does not mix his/her property with the or- 
phans' property. Their good things should not be replaced by bad 
things. When they reach the age of marriage, their property should 
be given back to them in the presence of witnesses. Abuse of or- 
phans' property is a great crime according to this surah. 

2. The weak-minded: The feeble-minded should have no control 
over their property. It should be looked after by a guardian. 

3. Marriage laws: These are related to polygamy where the man is 
allowed to marry up to four women of his choice. However, if he 
fears that he will not deal justly with them, then he should marry 
one woman only. Women should be given their marriage portion 
as a free gift. If a woman is given a large sum of money as a free 
gift but is later divorced, it is not lawful for her husband to take it 
away from her. According to Islamic marriage law, it is not lawful 
for men to marry any women whom their father have already 
married. It is also forbidden to marry one's own mothers, daugh- 
ters, sisters, paternal aunts, maternal aunts, brothers' and sisters' 
daughters, foster mothers, foster sisters, mothers-in-law, sisters- 
in-law if the present wife is still alive, stepdaughters, daughters- 
in-law, or women who are already married. When there is a rift 
between a married couple, reconciliation should be sought be- 
tween them if they desire it. Therefore, an arbiter from the hus- 
band's family and an arbiter from the wife's family should be ap- 
pointed to bridge the gap between the couple. 

4. Laws of Inheritance: Men, women, sons and daughters are enti- 
tled to a share of what their parents or nearest relatives leave. How- 
ever, if a near relative dies, it is not lawful for his relatives to share 
with his wife what her deceased husband left. The sister can in- 
herit her brother if he should pass away and has no son, and the 
brother can also inherit his sister if she has no son. 

5. Men's role: Men take full care of their wives. Women should be 
protected and maintained by their husbands. 

The surah addresses the People of the Book and tackles some impor- 
tant aspects of iman such as the prohibition of the association of 
partners with Allah and inventing lies against Him, which are de- 
scribed as awful offences and unforgivable wrong actions. 
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We are also told in this surah that the Jews take words out of their 
context and interpret them as they like. The mistreatment and abuse 
of Musa, peace be upon him, by the Jews is also discussed. The Jews 
asked Musa to show them Allah openly, they worshipped the calf, 
took usury which was forbidden them, broke their pledges, disbe- 
lieved Allah's signs, rejected iman, killed some of the prophets, spoke 
a terrible slander against Maryam, and assumed that they killed 'Isa 
the son of Maryam. The Torah, according to this surah, makes explicit 
reference to the coming of a prophet with the same description as 
Muhammad, but the Jews misinterpreted it. The surah makes a spe- 
cial appeal to the People of the Book to believe in the new revelation, 
the Qur'an, which is a confirmation of what is in the Torah and the 
Injil, and that if the Qur'an is not the word of Allah, they would have 
found a great deal of discrepancies in it. The surah is also emphatic 
that Allah is only One Allah, that'Isa, peace be upon him was the son 
of Maryam, simply a messenger of Allah, that he was neither killed 
nor crucified, and that Allah raised'Isa to Him. The surah also calls on 
the believers to believe in Allah alone, His angels, His previous rev- 
elations, His messengers, and in the Day of Judgement. 

A distinction is made between how the believers and disbelievers are 
rewarded. We are told that the believers will be rewarded with gar- 
dens through which rivers flow while the disbelievers will be cast into 
the Fire. The surah also explains that Allah gains nothing by the pun- 
ishment of the disbelievers and that it is in the best interests of man- 
kind to believe in Him alone and worship Him sincerely. The surah 
advises the believers not to take the disbelievers instead of the believ- 
ers as friends and in order to gain prestige through them. 

The surah also deals with the issue of the hypocrites who pretend to 
believe in the Qur'an but never follow the Prophet's teachings, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, and continue their support of 
the pagans. They used to spread rumours to dishearten the other Mus- 
lims and so that they would not fight for the cause of Allah. They are 
described as people who have gone astray, try to deceive Allah, are 
neither for one group nor for another, stand up to prayer lazily, and 
pray in order to be seen by people. They are warned of the painful 
torment awaiting them in the Hereafter. 

The other important issue this surah deals with is that of emigration 
for the sake of Allah. When people experience oppression and perse- 
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cution, they are urged to forsake their homes as refugees and emi- 
grate for the sake of Allah. Allah's earth is big enough for them to find 

other peaceful places of asylum. 

Themes 

• Wife: The husband should treat his wife kindly and courteously. 

• Adultery and fornication: When a woman is accused of immoral 
conduct such as committing adultery or fornication, four witnesses 
are required to prove her offence before a punishment is pro- 
nounced. (The situation is exactly the same for the man-Ed.) 

• Equality for men and women: Right-acting men and women will 
enter the Garden. 

• Kindness: One should be kind to parents, near relatives, orphans, 
neighbours, wayfarers, and to anyone under one's control. 

• Dispute: If there is a dispute or a quarrel over anything, it should 
settled according to the Qur'an and the teachings of the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. 

• Fighting in the way of Allah: One should fight for Allah's sake and 
not be distracted by worldly enjoyment. Those who strive with 
their property and persons will be granted by Allah a reward of 
great value and will also be granted a grade higher than those 
who do not. 

• Asylum: If Muslims are oppressed or persecuted in their own land, 
they should leave their homes and look for asylum somewhere else. 

• Death: The notion of death is emphasised. Each one will be over- 
taken by death even though sitting in a strong and well-built tower. 

• Morality: We are advised not to be conceited or boastful, not to lie 
to people, not to lie against Allah by saying He has a partner, to 
avoid envy, not commit suicide, help others financially, not to be 
stingy, to be economical, not waste wealth foolishly, not give sada- 
qah in order to be seen by other people, to return deposits en- 
trusted to us to their rightful owners, to judge with justice, to be 
courteous, to greet people and when greeted to return the greet- 
ing with something finer than it, to avoid prejudice, not to spread 
rumours, not to throw the blame of a blunder or vice on an inno- 
cent person, to be fair witnesses even though it is against oneself, 
or against one's own parents, near relatives, or against the rich or 
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the poor, to refrain from evil talk in public, not to take usury, not to 
take Shaytan for a friend, to recommend and help good causes, to 
keep clear of hypocrites but admonish them and speak with them 
wisely, and to speak kindly and courteously to orphans. 



Surah Five 
The Table 



Outline 

This is a Madinan surah made up of 120 ayat which focuses on three 
major subject matters: tawhid, Islamic legal rulings, and the People of 
the Book. This surah addresses the Christians in particular and its ti- 
tle, the Table, is taken from ayah 112 in which Isa's disciples ask him 
for a table spread with food from heaven. The surah also refers to the 
story of Adam's two sons, Qabil and Habil (Cain and Abel). The surah 
addresses the believers on nineteen Islamic precepts which mainly 
highlight the ethical responsibilities and obligations among people: 

(i) Contracts should be fulfilled, 

(ii) It is lawful to eat the meat of livestock with the exception 
of what is already named, 

(iii) It is lawful to eat seafood, 

(iv) It is not lawful to hunt when you are in the state of pil- 
grimage, 

(v) It is lawful to hunt when pilgrimage is over, 

(vi) It is not lawful to violate the sacred rights of Allah, the 
month of pilgrimage, the animals brought for sacrifice, and 
their garlands, 

(vii) It is not lawful to offend people who come to visit the Sa- 
cred House, 

(viii) It is not lawful to transgress if you are not allowed to enter 
the Sacred Mosque. 

(ix) It is not lawful to eat carrion, blood, the flesh of swine, 
whatever meat over which the name of Allah has not been 
mentioned, whatever meat of animals that have been 
strangled, beaten or gored to death, trapped in a pit, that 
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which is partly eaten by a wild animal unless you can 
slaughter it while it is still alive, and all that is slaughtered 
before idols, 

(x) It is not lawful to use the casting of lots, etc., to learn for- 
tunes or make decisions, 

(xi) It is lawful to eat the meat of anything caught by trained 
hunting animals or birds of prey, 

(xii) It is lawful to eat the food of the People of the Book, 

(xiii) It is lawful to marry chaste Muslim, Jewish, or Christian 

women, and 

(xiv) Alcoholic drinks, gambling, the use of arrows to learn for- 
tunes or make decision, and idolatrous practices are not 
lawful. 

The other Islamic legal rulings specified in this surah are related to 

cleanliness before prayer: 

(i) Wash faces, hands up to the elbows, feet up to the ankles, 
and wipe over the head before prayer, 

(ii) Bathe the whole body when in a state of ceremonial im- 
purity, and 

(iii) When water is not available, rub the face and hands with 
clean sand or soil [tayammum] if you are ill, on a journey, 
have just satisfied a want of nature, or have cohabited with 
a woman. 

The surah also specifies two more legal matters related to wills and theft: 

(i) When death approaches someone, take witnesses when 
drawing up a will, and 

(ii) Cut off the hands of a thief whether a man or a woman. 

The surah introduces three main stories: 

l.The story of the Children of Israel and Musa: We are told that the 
Children of Israel were asked by Allah to be constant in prayer, 
spend in sadaqah, believe in, assist, and respect Allah's messen- 
gers. We are told that they are cursed for breaching their covenants 
with Allah, distorting and changing the words of their revelation, 
and listening to lies. Musa reminded them of Allah's favour to them. 
When he asked them to enter the holy land which Allah promised 
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them, they refused to go with him because they were overwhelmed 
by reports that there were powerful people dwelling in it. They 
also mocked Musa, told him to go with his Lord and fight, and 
claimed that Allah was poor. 

2. The story of Isa's disciples: The surah is emphatic that the Messiah 
is not Allah. The disciples are described as those who believed in 
Allah alone and in His messenger, 'Isa, and that they took Allah to 
witness that they were Muslims submitted to the will of Allah. They 
asked 'Isa to show them a miracle by asking his Lord whether He 
could send a table spread with food from heaven so that they could 
eat from it, so that it would be a reassurance for their faith, be a 
concrete proof that'Isa had told them the truth, and they would be 
witnesses to this miracle. We are told that'Isa appealed to Allah to 
send the disciples a table from heaven and that Allah answered 
Isa's request but also warned them that whoever disbelieved after- 
wards would be punished with severe torment. 

3. The story of Qabil and Habil (Cain and Abel): This story describes 
the unjust murder of an innocent and pious human being by a self- 
ish and evil man. In this story, the surah presents Qabil (Cain) as the 
symbol of envy while Habil (Abel) is the symbol of good and fear of 
Allah. When both Qabil and Habil offered a sacrifice to Allah, only 
Habil's was accepted. Qabil was envious and killed his brother, Habil. 

We also find reference to the People of the Book on a number of occa- 
sions. Allah calls on them to believe in the new messenger and sup- 
port his message. Their claim that the Jews and the Christians are 
Allah's children and His favourites is challenged - they are ordinary 
human beings like anyone else. The surah also makes a special appeal 
to the believers not to seek assistance or help from the disbelievers 
instead of the believers since they have taken Islam as a mockery and 
fun, and not to follow the disbelievers' desires and whims, to have 
taqwa and strive hard in Allah's cause in order to be successful. 

The surah concludes with a scene from the Day of Judgement where 
people will come face to face with their Lord. We are told by the con- 
cluding statements that the scandal of those who worship 'Isa will 
unfold. On this day, 'Isa will be asked by Allah whether he actually 
told people to worship him and his mother Maryam as gods other 
than Allah. 'Isa's reply will be that he never told them anything other 
than to worship Allah alone. 
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Themes 

• Conflict between good behaviour and envy: Selfishness can lead 
to a disastrous end. The story of Qabil and Habil illustrates that 
right action comes first and that it is a high station when retalia- 
tion is not adopted. 

• Cooperation: We must help one another towards virtue and taqwa 
that serves humanity in general rather than cooperating for the 
purpose of vice and aggression against each other. 

• Be just and fair witnesses: We must tell the truth as witnesses and 
never depart from justice because of enmity or hatred for, or in 
sympathy, with the victim. Also we must judge with absolute jus- 
tice between people regardless of their religion, race, or colour. 

• Take care of yourself: Do not exaggerate in taqwa and so harm 
yourself. Enjoy what is allowed within the limits of the Islamic 
law, but never exceed the limits. 

Surah Six 
Cattle 



Outline 

This is a Makkan surah made up of 165 ayat. The title is derived from 
the reference to cattle in this surah. The surah focuses on two major 
subject matters: iman and the principles of Islam. These principles 
constitute the foundation of the Islamic ' aqidah ; they include lordship, 
the revelation, resurrection, and reward and punishment. The reason 
why these topics are addressed is because the people of Makkah were 
nonbelievers, i.e., did not believe in Allah, rejected the revelation, and 
did not believe in reward and punishment. The surah starts with the 
evidence of lordship by expounding Allah's creative power. It describes 
Allah as the creator of the heavens and the earth, the creator of man- 
kind from clay and from a single self, the Alert and Aware Who knows 
all that we keep secret and all that we reveal. Who knows what we do 
by day, the One Who holds the keys to the unseen (i.e., the things that 
are beyond the reach of our perception), causes us to be as if dead at 
night, causes the seed and the kernel to sprout, brings the living from 
the dead and the dead from the living, makes the night for rest and 
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tranquillity, makes the sun, the moon and the stars for the benefit of 
mankind, sends down rain from the sky for our benefit, produces gar- 
dens that are provided with or without trellises, and creates cattle for 
our benefit. 

Tawhid is highlighted here and it is in this context that reference to 
the Jews and the Christians is made. The surah stresses that Allah is 
One and that He is innocent of whatever the Jews and the Christians 
associate with Him. Both are warned not to invent lies about Allah. 
They are also told that they recognise that the Qur'an is Allah's word 
just as they recognise their own children. Also, a specific reference to 
the Christians is made when we are told that Allah, the Creator of 
every thing, cannot have a son when He has no consort. A specific 
reference to the Jews is also made in which they are told that Allah 
had revealed to Musa the Book as light and guidance to mankind but 
the Jews corrupted it by adding to it and taking out a great deal of it. 

The surah also refers to the arrogance and the confusion of the disbe- 
lievers who reject the truth, turn away from it, and mock the revela- 
tion. It also reminds them of the outcome and the fate which the pre- 
vious nations who were wiped out encountered because they held 
similar polytheistic beliefs and failed in their duty towards Allah. The 
disbelievers are described as deaf, dumb, and blind, and have no hard 
evidence to disprove the existence of Allah; they are people who only 
guess and follow conjecture. 

We are told of the story of Ibrahim which refers to the pagan life and 
polytheistic beliefs practised during his lifetime. Ibrahim advised his 
people to worship Allah rather than idols. A symbol of patience and 
perseverance, Ibrahim is mentioned here as a reminder to the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, who is also 
experiencing the same predicament as that of Ibrahim. The Prophet 
Muhammad is urged to be patient and to persevere with the idola- 
trous people of Makkah. He is reassured that other prophets before 
him were also ridiculed and mocked by their own peoples but that 
they were victorious eventually. 

The major hallmark of this surah is the ten commands: 

• Do not associate anything with Allah. 

• Show kindness towards both parents. 

• Do not kill your children because of poverty. 
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• Do not kill anybody. 

• Do not commit shameful deeds either openly or in secret. 

• Do not touch an orphan's property. 

• Give full measure and weight with justice. 

• Speak justly even if it concerns a close relative. 

• Fulfil your agreement with Allah, and 

• This is the straight road that leads to Allah, so follow it. 

The surah refers briefly to two Islamic legal rulings: 

(i) not to eat anything over which Allah's name has not been 
mentioned, and 

(ii) not to eat anything that has died of natural causes or means 
other than halal slaughter, or that is blood, or pork. 

The surah concludes with the aims and objectives of creation and the 
purpose of our existence on planet Earth. We are told that mankind 
have a special status in the eyes of Allah. Mankind have the personal 
responsibility to be the overlords and inheritors of planet Earth and to 
look after this planet in the best way possible. 

Themes 

• Power and unity of Allah: Everything in the universe owes its ex- 
istence to Allah. 

• Worldly life: This is no more than a passing delight by which one 
should not be deceived. The eternal life in the Hereafter is far bet- 
ter than this short life. 

•Vice: Leave off vice and wrong action. 

• Perseverance: Be patient and persevere until Allah's help comes. 

• Family: Look after your family and do not to kill your own chil- 
dren. 

• Good deeds: Do good deeds and receive the reward of ten times 
for each one. 

• Planet Earth: Look after the earth as we are its overlords and in- 
heritors. 
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Surah Seven 
The Heights 

Outline 

This is a Makkan surah which consists of 206 ayat focusing on iman, 
tawhid, the rising from the dead, reward and punishment, the revela- 
tion and prophethood. The title of the surah, "The Heights", is taken 
from ayah 46 in which this expression occurs. It means the wall divid- 
ing the Garden and the Fire, on which a special category of people 
dwell before their final resting place is decided. They are said to be 
those whose good deeds are equal to their bad deeds. 

The introductory part of the surah refers to the Qur'an as a divine 
revelation and a blessing from Allah to mankind who are urged to 
abide by it, follow its instructions, and heed the warning in order to 
enjoy a happy life in this world and in the Hereafter. We are also re- 
minded in this section of another blessing of Allah, namely the crea- 
tion of all mankind from a single father, Adam, so that we might real- 
ise that we a single nation and a single family. 

The elevated status of man is also highlighted. We are told that Allah 
created man, shaped him, and ordered all the angels to bow down 
before him as a sign of high respect for man. However, this has sparked 
the rebellion of one of the Jinn, Iblis (a shaytan), who rejected Allah's 
command and refused to bow down to Adam since Iblis claimed that 
Adam is an ordinary man made from clay, while he is a Jinn made 
from fire. This represents the beginning of the struggle between man 
and the shaytans, between guidance and misguidance and the relent- 
less effort of Iblis to misguide mankind and negatively influence our 
pattern of life so that we turn away from Allah and His deen. We are 
told that Adam and his wife, Hawa, were instructed by Allah to settle 
in the Garden, to eat from whichever tree they wished, but warned 
not to eat from the forbidden tree. Iblis, however, managed to induce 
Adam and Hawa to eat from the forbidden tree by promising them 
that they would enjoy eternal life. Eating from the forbidden tree con- 
stituted a major wrong action and disobedience towards Allah. Their 
grievous error led to their expulsion from the Garden and they were 
ordered to settle on Earth instead. 

The surah addresses mankind who are urged not to obey Shaytan 
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and not to fall victim to his temptations. 

The surah presents a scene from the Hereafter and refers to three 
categories of people: 

(i) the people of the Garden, 

(ii) the people of the Fire, and 

(iii) the people of the heights who are momentarily neither in 
the Garden nor in the Fire until their final resting place is 
decided. 

The surah provides details about previous nations and their respec- 
tive prophets. These include the stories of Adam, Nuh, Hud, Salih, 
Lut, Shu'ayb, and Musa, peace be upon all of them. These stories are 
used for the purpose of exhortation. Apart from the story of the father 
of mankind, Adam, we are told that all prophets have the same mes- 
sage, namely tawhid. These prophets urge their people to abandon 
worshipping idols, worship Allah alone and not associate anything 
with Him. All the prophets were accused of lying and encountered 
the same opposition from their peoples, who objected to their Lord's 
command. However, all the prophets and their supporters who re- 
sponded to Allah's command with deeds of purity, sincerity and right 
action were eventually victorious while their opponents, the disbe- 
lievers, faced destruction. The people of Nuh were flooded and drown- 
ed, the people of Hud were destroyed by a violent sandstorm, the 
people of Salih were destroyed by an earthquake followed by a vol- 
canic eruption, the people of Lut were destroyed by rain, the people 
of Shu'ayb were destroyed by an earthquake and a volcanic eruption 
and the opponents of Musa, Fir'awn's people, were afflicted with 
drought, scarcity of food, plagues of locusts, lice, frogs, floods and then 
were drowned in the sea. Fir' awn is presented here as the symbol of 
disbelief, corruption and tyranny. He persecuted Musa and his fol- 
lowers, the Children of Israel, and killed their sons. After their victory 
over Fir' awn, however, the Children of Israel rebelled against Musa, 
blamed him for the problems they faced, and started worshipping the 
effigy of a calf made from their ornaments; thus, they started again 
associating others with Allah and practised polytheistic beliefs. 

The surah briefly refers to Allah's oneness, uniqueness and power. 
Allah created heaven and earth. He sends wind as a mercy for man- 
kind to bring clouds and rain. The conditions for gaining the mercy of 
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Allah are also given: to be conscious of Allah, to spend in sadaqah, 
and to believe in Allah's messages. We also find a brief reference to 
the People of the Book. We are told that the name of the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, is mentioned 
in their revelations, the Torah and the Injil. 

Themes 

• Arrogance: Arrogance can lead to rebellion as in the case of Iblis. 

• Struggle between right and wrong: The fall of Adam and Hawa 
from grace represents the continuous struggle between guidance 
and misguidance, belief and disbelief, and right and wrong. 

• Triumph of truth: All prophets were rejected but were eventually 
victorious. 

• Man's vanity: Man is weak and ready to follow temptations, vanity 
and self-interest. 

• Learning a lesson from past nations: The wrath of Allah can be 
inflicted upon a nation if Allah's instructions are not heeded. Sexual 
misconduct, vice, sedition, aggression, and extravagance should 
be avoided. Homosexuality should be shunned as it is vile. Just 
measure and weight should be given. People should not be de- 
prived of what is rightfully theirs. Corruption on earth should not 
be practised. Inventing lies about Allah or associating others with 
Him should be stopped. 



Surah Eight 
The Spoils ofWar 

Outline 

This is a Madinan surah which contains 75 ayat. The main context of 
this surah is the battle of Badr in 2 H/624 AD which was a turning 
point for the nascent Islamic community in Madinah. The surah fo- 
cuses on the total reliance on Allah and that the key to victory is pa- 
tience and taqwa. The surah deals with the code of practice during a 
state of war and in the battlefield. Instructions are given here about 
fighting, rules on the prisoners of war, the booty, ceasefire, and peace 
agreements. The surah refers to fighting plans and that points of weak- 
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ness, in terms of fighters or equipment, should be addressed. It ad- 
dresses the Muslim fighters and encourages them to face the enemy 
with valour and resoluteness; it urges them to obey the commands of 
Allah and the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, to be daring and steadfast, not to run away from the bat- 
tlefield, not to leak military secrets to the enemy, to patch up any dif- 
ferences, and not to look at the spoils of war and worldly wealth as 
the main objectives of the battle. 

We also encounter a reference to a group of vacillating and fainthearted 
Muslims who were afraid of fighting. This category of people should 
be watched closely as they can demoralise the other Muslim fighters. 
As for the disbelievers, they are described as deaf and dumb, and that 
they do not use their reason. 

As for the spoils of war, we are told that they belong to Allah and His 
Messenger. It is the Prophet's responsibility to divide the booty: a part 
of the Prophet's fifth share is given to the Muslim authority to spend 
on public services, while the rest goes to the orphans, the needy and 
the wayfarer. [The other four fifths are distributed among the warri- 
ors-Ed.]. If it is decided to take prisoners of war, they should be re- 
spected and treated fairly. They should not be forced to accept Islam 
but only reminded to heed Allah. 

We are also told that during the time of war, ceasefire and peace ne- 
gotiations are possible with the enemy. War effort is also referred to in 
this surah. The Muslims are urged to support the war effort and sup- 
port the fighters in order to achieve military strength which can strike 
terror into the hearts of the enemy. 

The hallmarks of the people of taqwa are listed in this surah: 

(i) They feel tremors in their hearts whenever Allah is men- 
tioned and remembered, 

(ii) They are constant in prayer , 

(iii) They spend in sadaqah, 

(iv) They are conscious of Allah's signs, and 

(v) They put their trust in Allah. 

The surah also refers to the message of Islam as that which brings 
about happiness in both this life and in the Hereafter. It also high- 
lights the unity of the Muslims regardless of race, colour or status. The 
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Muslims are one nation united by their iman and tawhid. They are 

urged to cooperate, help each other, and stand as one line before their 

enemy. 

Themes 

• Reliance on Allah: Total reliance on Allah should be the way if 
victory is sought, since victory is in the hands of Allah. Taqwa, firm 
iman and being conscious of Allah's power are the prerequisites 
of victory. 

• Quality and quantity: Quality of men in the battlefield is more 
important than their quantity and military equipment. 

• Patience: This is the major quality of the fighter without which 
victory cannot be attained. 

• Unity: Differences should be patched up. A nation should not fall 
into disputes as they lead to weakness and division. 

• Allah's blessings: The grace of Allah can be maintained if He is 
heeded. Allah's favour is withdrawn from a given nation after they 
turn away from Him and disobey His commands as was the case 
with the nation of Fir' awn. 

• Pledges: Pledges should not be broken when given. 

• Treachery: This should be renounced. 



Surah Nine 
Repentance 

Outline 

This is a Madinan surah which contains 129 ayat whose main focus is 
the abandonment of anyone who turns away from tawhid, i.e., the 
idol worshippers, and the command to take as an ally anyone who 
believes and has tawhid. The surah advises us against associating 
others with Allah and that our worship should be purely for Him. We 
are also told that people can approach Allah directly without any need 
for intercession via priests, i.e., no intermediaries are required. It tack- 
les the principles of Islamic social behaviour, and principles of reform. 
Surah nine was revealed in the year 9 H / 630 AD which is the year 
during which the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant 
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him peace, was preparing for the expedition of Tabuk during the sum- 
mer of that year. Tabuk is on the road to Damascus and it was close to 
the territories of the Byzantine Empire. It was a long journey in hot 
summer weather. This was a big testing ground for the true believers 
and their genuine faith, which would also uncover the hypocrites' vac- 
illating faith in Islam and their double game. Because of the impor- 
tance of the forthcoming battle of Tabuk, the Prophet forged treaties 
of alliance with some Jewish and Christian tribes to secure the flanks 
of the Muslim community. The treaties of alliance, however, were ab- 
rogated unilaterally by those tribes. The surah, therefore, declares a 
state of war against those tribes who abrogated the peace agreements. 
This state of war, however, did not include other Jewish and Christian 
tribes who did not sign these treaties. 

The surah provides a description of three categories of people: 

(i) The disbelievers: They are those who do not believe in Allah 
and the Hereafter; they do not forbid whatever Allah and 
His Prophet have forbidden; they try to please the believ- 
ers with their words while their hearts remain in opposi- 
tion; they will not keep any obligations or pact with the 
believers once they have an advantage over them; most of 
them are immoral and aggressors; they do evil deeds; they 
mock the signs of Allah and turn away from His way; and 
they will be the residents of the Fire. 

(ii) The hypocrites: They are those who do not believe in Allah 
and the Hereafter; they oppose Allah and His Messenger; 
they are liars, immoral and do not understand; they lag 
behind when there is a battle and hate to fight for the cause 
of Islam; they foment disunion and dissension among the 
believers; they attempt to demoralize the fighters; their 
hearts are in doubt; they have fallen into dissension; they 
only come to prayer lazily; they spend on sadaqah unwill- 
ingly; they ridicule the believers; they annoy the Prophet; 
they command the doing of what is wrong and forbid the 
doing of what is right; they are people whose wrong ac- 
tions are unforgivable; and they will be those who dwell 
in the Fire. 

The hypocrites are also urged to repent and are reminded of previous 
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nations such as the people of Nuh, the tribes of'Ad and Thamud, the 
people of Ibrahim, and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah (the cit- 
ies of Lut's people) who were destroyed by Allah because they did not 
heed Him. The surah also commands the Prophet not to seek forgive- 
ness of Allah for them, not to pray over any of them who dies nor 
stand at his graveside, not to allow them to join the army in any bat- 
tle, to leave them alone, and to dissociate himself from them. 

As for the hypocrites who have acknowledged their offences and re- 
pented sincerely, they should be welcomed, accepted into the Muslim 
community, and treated fairly. 

(iii) The believers: They are those who are true friends to one 
another; they command the doing of what is right and 
forbid the doing of what is wrong; they are constant in 
prayer; they spend in sadaqah; they obey Allah and His 
Messenger; they strive and fight with their wealth and lives; 
they repent, praise Allah; they observe the limits set by 
Allah; they will be the winners of the Garden. 

The believers are also warned not to mix with the hypocrites nor talk 
to them. 

The surah also refers to some Islamic legal rulings: 

(a) Zakat [sadaqah] should be given to the poor, the needy, 
the wayfarer, those who are employed to collect and dis- 
tribute it, for freeing captives and debtors, and those pos- 
sible converts whose hearts can be won over; zakat may 
also be spent for the cause of Allah. 

(b) The helpless, the sick, and those who cannot find any- 
thing to spend on the cause of Allah are exempted from 
joining the army for fighting provided they are sincere in 
duty towards Allah and His Messenger. 

Themes 

• Hypocrisy: This should be avoided as it can stir up dissension and 
disunion. 

• Treaties: Agreements and pledges should be honoured and not 
abrogated because of self-interest. 

• Struggling in the way of Allah: Do not prefer the comforts of this 
worldly life to the good of the life to come. 
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Surah Ten 
Yunus (Jonah) 

Outline 

Yunus was an ancient prophet who was sent to the people of Nin- 
eveh, a town northern Iraq. Surah Yunus belongs to the Makkan pe- 
riod and contains 109 ayat whose central focus is that the Qur'an is 
revealed by Allah to the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace. Had the Qur'an been written by Muhammad 
but fraudulently attributed to Allah, why could no one produce a su- 
rah like it? this surah reflects. 

The Qur'an is described here as an admonition, healing, guidance, 
mercy, and full of wisdom. Surah ten also deals with other major ten- 
ets of Islam such as iman in Allah, the Day of Judgement, the revealed 
books, prophets, the rising from the dead, and reward and punish- 
ment. We are also made aware of the relationship between lordship 
and servitude, i.e., between the Creator and the created. Whenever 
trouble touches man, he appeals to Allah. However, when man is freed 
from affliction, he walks away as if he had never asked for Allah's 
help. Man enjoys the taste of Allah's mercy. We are emphatically in- 
formed that if Allah should afflict someone with trouble, there is no 
one to remove it except Him, while if Allah wants some benefit for 
you, there is no one who can keep back His bounty. 

Surah Yunus urges people to be aware of the importance of tawhid 
and to know more about their Lord, to worship Him alone, to abide 
by His law, and to appeal to Him when in need rather than appeal to 
something or someone that will neither benefit nor harm them. In 
other words, they are urged not to be associators of others with Allah, 
but to seek Allah righteously. In this context, the surah is emphatic 
that Allah has no son. Nothing should be associated with Him. 

The surah refers to the disbelievers who are dubious about the revela- 
tion and question the prophethood of Muhammad. The Prophet is 
challenged by them to bring a miracle for these agnostics. Allah tells 
us that the Prophet's miracle is the Qur'an which is inimitable. To give 
admonition to this category of people and warn them of the wrath of 
Allah, a reference to three previous prophets is made whose people 
used to associate others with Allah and did not believe the message 
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or listen to the teachings of the prophets who were sent to them. We 
are told the story of Nuh's people who were defiant and rejected him 
but were drowned. We are told the story of Musa and Fir' awn. Fir' awn 
and his followers disbelieved Musa and arrogantly rejected his mes- 
sage. Their end, however, was also disastrous. While Musa and the 
Children of Israel were taken across the sea. Fir' awn and his army in 
hot pursuit were overwhelmed by the waters of the sea. Realising that 
he was overwhelmed and about to drown, Fir'awn repented and de- 
clared his faith in Allah and the message of Musa. We are told that 
Allah had saved him from drowning but did not accept his repent- 
ance since his repentance was too late. A very brief reference is made 
to the story ofYunus whose people rejected him and associated others 
with Allah. Their destruction was imminent, but, on seeing the signs 
of destruction, they repented in good time and Allah accepted their 
repentance and lifted their punishment. 

This surah also deals with the omnipotence of Allah Who is described 
as the Creator of heaven and earth. Who makes the day and night 
alternate, Who makes the sun as a shining glory and the moon as a 
light of beauty, Who sends down rain from the skies to enable the 
earth to produce food for people and animals. Who controls our hear- 
ing and eyesight, Who gives life and brings about death. Who can 
bring forth the living from the dead and the dead from the living, and 
Who regulates all the affairs in the universe. 

The surah talks about the disbelievers who are in doubt of the Qur'an 
and describe the Prophet Muhammad as an obvious magician. The 
surah provides a list of the disbelievers' hallmarks: They do not pay 
close attention to the signs of the omnipresence of Allah; they wor- 
ship things which can neither harm nor benefit them and take them 
as intercessors with Allah; they ask the Prophet to produce a miracle 
but even if they were given one, they would still disbelieve him; they 
will only believe in Allah when they stand face to face with the Fire in 
the Hereafter; they follow nothing but their own fancy; they are very 
pleased with the worldly life and do not wish to meet Allah; they do 
harm to themselves and are the losers; they are corrupt, deaf and dumb; 
and they invent lies about Allah. 

Themes 

• Opportunism: When man is afflicted by adversity, he appeals to 
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Allah for help. When he enjoys the taste of Allah's mercy, he once 
again forgets about Allah and does not heed Him. 

•Tyrannical oppression: The doom of a tyrant is imminent. The wrath 
of Allah will eventually overtake the mischief-makers. The story of 
Fir' awn is an embodiment of this theme. 

• Winners and losers: Those who reject the message of Allah and do 
not fear the torment in the Hereafter will be the losers. Those who 
accept guidance, that will be to their own benefit while those who 
reject the truth do so at their own peril and will only become lost. 

• Guessing: Guesswork or fancy cannot be a substitute for truth. 
Agnostics merely rely on conjecture and not on hard convincing 
evidence. 



Surah Eleven 
Hud 



Outline 

This is a Makkan surah which consists of 123 ayat focusing on the two 
major features of the Qur'an: the fact that it is decisive and that it 
explains itself in detail. It derives its title from the ancient Prophet 
Hud, peace be upon him, whose story is mentioned in this surah and 
who was sent to a nation called 'Ad in southern Arabia. The surah 
starts off with tawhid and a description of the Prophet Muhammad, 
peace be upon him, as both a warner and bearer of glad tidings. 

Surah Hud is rich in stories of a number of previous prophets whose 
main message, tawhid and the rising from the dead, was identical to 
that of the Prophet Muhammad. These include the stories of Nuh, 
Hud, Salih, Lut, Shu'ayb, and Musa, peace be upon all of them, whose 
patience and struggle paid off and were eventually victorious. Nuh 
called his people for 950 years but his teachings fell on deaf ears and 
only a few believed him while the rest ridiculed him and disbelieved 
his message. On Allah's command, Nuh started making his Ark but 
that led to more ridicule from his people. We are told of the great 
flood when water poured forth from the skies and gushed forth from 
the springs. 

Similarly, the prophet Hud was rejected by his arrogant and ungodly 
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people who were proud of their power but were destroyed by violent 
and stormy winds. The rejectors of the other prophets mentioned in 
this surah faced similar fates. 

This chapter was revealed during a critical stage of the life of Prophet 
Muhammad, upon him be peace, and it is for this reason that it pro- 
vides details of the stories of previous prophets. The critical stage was 
marked by the death of the Prophet Muhammad's wife, Khadijah, and 
his uncle, Abu Talib, who was an disbeliever but a great supporter of 
his nephew. At this stage, the disbelievers's oppression, persecution, 
threats and ridicule increased considerably against the Prophet and 
his companions. These stories were meant as an admonition and a 
comfort to him and to make his iman firmer. They provide lessons for 
him as well as for his companions, that he should persevere and carry 
on with his mission. He is also instructed to be patient, to carry on as 
he is instructed, not to be demoralised and stressed by what the dis- 
believers are worshipping, to stand firm on the straight path, to wor- 
ship Allah alone, and to put his trust in Allah. 

We are also told of the qualities of the disbelievers: They invent lies 
about Allah; they turn people away from the path of Allah and at- 
tempt to make it crooked; they are only interested in the present 
worldly life and its glitter; they disbelieve in the Hereafter; they are 
losers; they are deaf, blind and dumb; and the torment will be dou- 
bled for them. The surah at the same time urges people to repent, ask 
for Allah's forgiveness, and derive a lesson from the previous nations 
who were destroyed because they did not heed Allah. We are also told 
about the features of man and the omnipotence of Allah. Man de- 
spairs and forgets the gratitude for Allah's past favours when Allah's 
mercy appears to be withdrawn from him. However, he becomes boast- 
ful and conceited when there is no hardship. The omnipotence of Allah 
is also referred to. Allah is described as the sole supplier of sustenance 
for every living creature, the Creator of heaven and earth, and able to 
make even an old woman bear a child. 

Themes 

• Allah's wrath: Allah's grace and bounty should not be abused. The 
punishment for man's deliberate wrong action and ingratitude is 
inevitable. Painful torment will afflict the rejecters of truth. 

• Fraud and mischief: A nation which practises fraud and mischief 




36 



The Qur'an Outlined 



and whose masters are corrupt and tyrannical will sooner or later 
be destroyed. The stories of Fir'awn and the people of the prophet 
Shu'ayb are good examples. 

• Repentance: Repent and seek forgiveness in order to please Allah 
and win His Grace and favours. Allah is forgiving and merciful. 

• Allah is the Protector: Allah through His mercy protects whoever 
puts his/her trust in Him. All matters return to Him for decision. 

• Allah's chastisement: Allah does not punish a community unjustly. 
It is people who wrong themselves and thus bring forth Allah's 
chastisement. People act tyrannically, hurt each other and commit 
evil acts such as acts of homosexuality, oppression and tyranny 
until afflicted by the wrath of Allah. 



Surah Twelve 
Yusuf (Joseph) 

Outline 

Surah Yusuf is from the Makkan period and consists of 111 ayat whose 
main focus is that the Qur'an is a clear Book with the best stories that 
teach about behaviour, and ethical exhortation. The story ofYusuf, peace 
be upon him, is the only Qur'anic story that is discussed in detail in 
one single surah. It is a spiritual address rich with implications. The 
severe trial and calamities which Yusuf, peace be upon him, went 
through and his life, which was full of trials, should be taken as an 
admonition and a means of consolation for the Prophet Muhammad, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, who was going through 
similar hardships and trials when both his wife Khadijah and his un- 
cle AbuTalib died. Yusuf is the youngest of the twelve sons of the pa- 
triarch Ya'qub, peace be upon him, who had four wives. Yusuf had one 
full brother, Benjamin, the other ten were his half-brothers. Yusuf was 
the most-beloved son to his father, Ya'qub. 

Yusuf saw in dream-vision eleven stars, the sun and the moon pros- 
trate themselves before him. He told his father of the dream and his 
father advised him not to relate this to his brothers as it was a sign of 
a great future. His father's love for him was intense and his brothers 
realised this. His brothers were very jealous and hated him. They plot- 
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ted to kill him in order to win their father's love and attention. They 
asked their father to allow Yusuf to go out to play games with them. 
Their father objected and was worried in case a wolf would attack and 
eat the young boy. They convinced their father that they would look 
after Yusuf. The ten half-brothers, full of hate and envy, plotted to get 
rid of Yusuf and threw him down a well. They stained his shirt with 
fake blood and told their father that while they were racing with one 
another, they left Yusuf behind, and suddenly a wolf ate him. 

A caravan of travellers bound for Egypt found him in the well, took 
him to Egypt and sold him into slavery for a small price. An Egyptian 
court dignitary bought him, adopted him and asked his wife to treat 
him honourably as a member of the household. Instead, she fell in 
love with him. She tried to seduce Yusuf but he was a righteous young 
boy who resisted her sexual advances. She locked herself in with him 
but he dashed towards the door to run away. She grabbed his shirt 
from behind and tore it. Even though exonerated at that point, Yusuf 
later fell victim to false charges which led to his imprisonment. 

In prison, Yusuf was a model of piety and kindness to his fellow pris- 
oners. He taught them the fear of Allah and the truth. Renowned for 
his wisdom, truth, and skill in dream interpretation, Yusuf then was 
released from prison after he managed to interpret the king's dream 
accurately. The wife of the court dignitary also supported his inno- 
cence and confessed that she tried to seduce him. Yusuf interpreted 
the king's dream to mean that seven years of famine would hit Egypt 
and that he should be ready for that calamity by building grain re- 
serves. The king admired his intelligence and appointed him as the 
senior official in charge of the storehouses and he was given plenary 
powers for his trustworthiness. 

His family back home in Canaan (near Nablus about thirty miles north 
of Quds {Jerusalem}) were also experiencing famine. His ten half- 
brothers came to Egypt to buy grain but they did not recognise him. 
Yusuf recognised them but treated them with kindness and asked them 
to bring Benjamin with them. In their second journey to Egypt, the 
brothers brought Benjamin with them. Yusuf by a stratagem convicted 
Benjamin of theft and detained him with him. The father's heart was 
overwhelmed with grief. He asked his sons to go back to Egypt and 
beg the official (i.e., Yusuf) to release Benjamin. When they met Yusuf, 
he told them who he was and asked them to go back home and bring 
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his parents and rest of the family. We are told that Joseph's parents 
joined him in Egypt and lived happily with him. The dream which 
Yusuf saw came true. Yusuf ended up as a high official, i.e., he was 
victorious in this earthly life. The surah concludes that in Qur'anic 
stories there is a lesson for prudent people. We are told that this is a 
true story which provides guidance and grace for the believers. 

Themes 

• Trial and misfortune: One should trust Allah through any period 
of hardship or trial. 

• Dealing with people: Repaying guile and hatred with forgiveness 
and kindness is a part of the highest good character. 

• Patience is a virtue: One must have firm belief that after hardship 
there will be ease. Patience is the key to success and truth will 
prevail. 

• Sexual temptation: Fornication is evil. Faith in Allah should come 
first before passion and sexual desires as these can lead to self- 
destruction and illicit sexual intercourse is abhorrent to Allah. 

• Principles: Principles of faith should not be compromised. Yusuf 
preferred to go to prison rather than commit adultery. 

• Elevation of status: Allah is able to elevate the status of the right- 
acting and those who stand for the principles of truth. 

• Complaint: When in hardship, complain only to Allah about your 
sorrow and sadness. 

• Plotting: Those who plot against innocent people will not be suc- 
cessful. Plotting and hatred are evil and can destroy the happiness 
of other people as well as the happiness of the plotters and envi- 
ers. People may plot but it is Allah's will that must prevail. 



Surah Thirteen 
Thunder 



Outline 

The surah of thunder belongs to the Madinan period and is made up 
of 43 ayat whose main focus is revelation and that it is truly from 
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Allah. It takes its title from the word thunder mentioned in ayah 13. 
The surah highlights other crucial tenets of Islam such as tawhid and 
the rising from the dead. It also attempts to dispel doubts in the dis- 
believers' minds about revelation and prophethood. The truth of rev- 
elation is proved by the details of the omnipotence of Allah shown 
clearly in nature and in the universe which are open to man to ponder 
and see for himself. We are provided with details about the evidence 
of the omnipotence, the unique oneness of Allah, and His creative 
powers. The evidence is clearly observable in the forces of nature and 
in the universe surrounding us. The surah presents Allah as the sus- 
tainer of the heavens and the earth. 

The surah starts off with an initial statement about the revelation and 
that it is definitely from Allah. After that, the surah provides details 
which depict the power of Allah and the mighty forces in nature. As 
the disbelievers ask the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, for miracles that can convince them of the truth of the revela- 
tion and which can be taken as a sign of his prophethood, the surah 
provides signs of Allah's creative powers which are strong evidence of 
His might and the revelation. Allah's signs can be observed daily in 
the forces of nature and in the cosmos. We are told that Allah raises 
up the heavens without any support, regulates the sun and the moon, 
makes them run on specific courses, spreads the earth wide, places on 
it mountains, supplies it with running waters and rivers, with two sexes 
of every kind of fruit, with tracts, vineyards and cultivated fields, regu- 
lates night and day, knows what every female bears in her womb, 
knows each miscarriage and overdue delivery knows the unseen and 
the visible, knows the thoughts that we conceal, the thoughts that we 
speak out, and knows the good and evil deeds done at day or night. 
The surah deals with lightning and thunder as signs of Allah's might. 
Thunder is presented as a wonderful cosmic phenomenon which 
should be taken as a sign of Allah's might in creation, resurrection, 
vengeance, and glory. Allah creates water as a vital means of life. We 
are told of the two extremes of thunder: It can either be a sign of rain, 
i.e., mercy, or a sign of destruction where people can be thunderstruck. 
The clouds are presented as the means of mercy and of vengeance. 
They can provide water but at the same time they are the means of 
thunder and lightning. In other words, clouds contain two opposites: 
water and fire. This is a unique sign of Allah's power. The surah de- 
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scribes all creation, other than man, as grateful to Allah the Creator. 
Thunder, we are told, glorifies Allah. We are also told that all creation, 
in nature here on earth and in the wider universe, praises Allah and 
declares His glory. This is contrasted with man who rejects faith, mocks 
the prophets, asks for miracles, and does not use reason to ponder 
upon the infinite signs of Allah in front of him and in himself. The 
surah stresses that miracles are not the only means that can prove the 
existence and power of Allah. The wonderful making of nature and 
the wider universe and their meticulous systems are hard evidence of 
Allah's omnipotence. The creation and direction of nature and the 
cosmic system are evident signs of Allah's might. Allah Who is able to 
create all this can raise up people after death. 

The surah provides contrasting descriptions of the believers and the 
disbelievers. The believers are described as prudent, they fulfil Allah's 
agreement, keep up their spiritual obligations towards Allah, abide by 
Allah's law, fear Allah, fear the Day of Judgement, are patient, con- 
stant in prayer, spend in sadaqah secretly and openly, seek Allah's 
forgiveness, their hearts find tranquillity whenever Allah is remem- 
bered and mentioned, and they are the winners of the Garden and 
Allah's blessing. 

The disbelievers, however, are described as those who do not use their 
reason, ask for miracles, do not ponder upon the signs of Allah in 
nature and in the universe, do not believe in the rising from the dead, 
reject iman, mock the prophets, they are plotters and they adopt pa- 
trons besides Allah, break their moral obligations towards Allah, break 
the ties of human relationships such as family bonds and responsi- 
bilities towards the orphans and the poor, spread corruption on earth, 
rejoice in the worldly life, are cursed by Allah, are losers, and are the 
dwellers in the Fire. 

The surah makes a brief reference to the People of the Book and urges 
them not to associate others with Allah. Some of them, we are told, 
believe in the revelation while the rest reject it. The Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, on the other hand, is urged to carry on 
with his mission and reminded that he is a guide and a warner to 
mankind. 

Themes 

• Change: When people's behaviour changes, their conditions also 
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change as a consequence. Allah does not change people's condi- 
tions unless they change their immoral practices and failings. 

• Tranquillity: Remembrance of Allah makes the heart tranquil. It 
provides comfort and peace of mind. 

• Worldly life: The life of this world does not last and one should use 
it as a means to win eternal life in the Hereafter. 

Surah Fourteen 
Ibrahim 



Outline 

Surah Ibrahim belongs to the Makkan period and contains 52 ayat. 
The surah mainly focuses on tawhid. However, it highlights other as- 
pects of iman such as iman in the Day of Judgement, in the revealed 
books, and in prophets. The title of the surah is derived from the men- 
tion of Ibrahim in ayah 35. We are told that the mission and objective 
of all the prophets are the same, namely, to make people aware of 
their One Lord Who is worthy of worship and to save mankind by 
bringing them out of the depths of darkness into light. The prophets 
are ordinary human beings sent by Allah to different communities to 
convey His message in the language of the community. Their being 
human has been the main cause of their rejection and the opposition 
to the message of those prophets by the communities to whom they 
were sent. We are told that all the prophets encountered the same 
open opposition by their own people and that tyrants and oppressors 
together with their supporters declared war against their prophets. A 
graphic picture of the Day of Judgement is provided in which Shaytan 
admits frankly that he has in fact deceived his followers, and that he is 
innocent of what they have done. 

The surah also refers to the pagans of Makkah who worship idols 
instead of Allah. We are also told of their end which is the Fire in 
which they will roast. A description is provided of the horror which 
the disbelievers will experience on the Day of Judgement: They are 
bound together in fetters, their faces covered with fire, their garments 
smeared with tar, they are confused and run to and fro, their eyes 
stare without any expression, their heads tilted forward, and their hearts 
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are void. We are told briefly of the story of Musa, peace be upon him, 
and the Children of Israel. The Children of Israel ought to remember 
the favours of Allah shown to them by His saving them from the tyr- 
anny and oppression of Fir' awn who used to kill their sons and spare 
their women. 

The surah refers briefly to the omnipotence of Allah. Allah is the Creator 
of heaven and earth, He sends down water from the sky to bring out 
fruits, has subjected the ships and rivers to people, and regulates the 
sun and moon, and the night and day for people. It also commands 
the believers to establish the prayer and spend in sadaqah openly and 
secretly. The surah starts and finishes with the same statement that 
the Qur'an is a message for all mankind. The conclusion is also a form 
of warning and a reminder of tawhid. 

Themes 

• The good and bad word: Good instruction is like a goodly tree that 
gives good fruit and is a symbol of goodness; bad instruction, how- 
ever, is like a foul tree which does not give any fruit and is unsta- 
ble. 

• Allah's favours: Allah's favours are infinite. One must be grateful, 
appreciative, remember the favours of Allah, and acknowledge His 
mercy in order to maintain and multiply these favours. 

• Parents: One must pray for and seek forgiveness for parents as a 
sign of love and gratitude to them. 

• Patience: Patience and endurance are the keys to success. 

• Appeal to Allah: When in hardship or in need, pray to Allah for He 
is the Hearer of any prayer. 



Surah Fifteen 
The Rocky Tract 

Outline 

This surah from the Makkan period made up of 99 ayat and focuses 
on revelation, prophethood, the rising from the dead, and reward and 
punishment. These are brought to the reader's attention with the pres- 
entation of the evidence of the oneness of Allah. The surah derives its 
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title from the mention of the rocky tract ( al-Hijr ) in ayah 80. The rocky 
tract is an Arab region on the route from Madinah to Syria where the 
Arab tribe called Tharnud used to live and carved their dwellings out 
of the mountains. The prophet Salih, peace be upon him, was sent to 
them but they rejected him and gave him the lie. The rock -dwellings 
which they used to make in the mountains symbolise their architec- 
tural skills. The strong buildings were fortified by the mountains. How- 
ever, their rejection of divine guidance and the truth conveyed to them 
through their prophet Salih led to their chastisement. They were wiped 
out by a violent earthquake accompanied by volcanic eruptions. 

The surah starts off with a threat and a warning to those who eat and 
enjoy themselves and are distracted by false hope. It proceeds with 
further details of the arrogance of the previous nations who rejected 
the revelation and prophethood and sneered at their prophets. Had 
they been given the clearest signs of Allah, we are told, those arrogant 
nations would have still rejected the truth and revelation. The surah 
provides details of the cosmic signs which are meant as a representa- 
tion of the omnipotence of Allah and His unique creative power. By 
reflection, these signs lead people to believe in the revelation. We are 
told of the great constellations in the sky, the earth which is spread 
out wide, mountains placed on it, and made a means of livelihood, 
the fertilising wind, the water from the sky, life and death, and the 
creation of human beings from clay. 

We are also told that the disbelievers of Makkah accused the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, of being mad 
and rejected the revelation and questioned his prophethood. The su- 
rah also makes an emphatic statement that the Qur'an is safeguarded 
by Allah and will remain free from corruption through all ages. The 
story of Adam, peace be upon him, and Shaytan symbolises guidance 
versus misguidance. It is briefly referred to and we are told that Shay- 
tan disobeyed the command of Allah and refused to prostrate to Adam. 
Shaytan was cursed by Allah but vowed to mislead people and en- 
courage them to reject the truth and the revelation. 

Brief references are also made to some prophets such as Ibrahim, Lut, 
Shu'ayb, and Salih, peace be upon them, whose nations acted arro- 
gantly towards them, sneered at them, but those nations were even- 
tually afflicted by the wrath of Allah while their prophets and their 
supporters were victorious and saved by Allah. The reference to those 
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prophets is a great consolation to the Prophet Muhammad who is 
urged to pray more, stand firm, persevere, extol Allah's infinite glory, 
praise Him, and be thankful to Him. 

Themes 

• Power: No matter how powerful a nation may be, the wrath of 
Allah can destroy them if they reject the truth and act arrogantly. 

• The truth: The truth will win but falsehood will be exposed and 
defeated. 

• Despair: Do not despair of Allah's mercy. Allah is merciful and 
forgiving. 

• Forgiveness: We should overlook believers'faults with forgiveness. 



Surah Sixteen 
Bees 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 128 ayat whose 
main focus includes some of the tenets of Islam such as lordship, rev- 
elation and the rising from the dead. The surah derives its title from 
the mention of bees in ayah 68. This surah lists Allah's bounties to 
people. The bee is an intelligent insect which works through Allah's 
inspiration. It represents Allah's creative power; the pure honey it pro- 
duces represents one of the bounties to people. Honey, we are told, 
contains healing for mankind. 

The surah provides details of Allah's creativity as a means of verifying 
Allah's oneness, uniqueness and omnipotence. We are told that Allah 
created the heavens and the earth, created man from a drop of semen, 
created cattle for the benefit of people, sends water down from the 
sky for drinking and for the growth of the vegetation on which cattle 
feed, regulates the night and the day, the sun the moon, the stars, the 
sea, and the different colours of animals, insects, plants, metals, etc., 
all over the earth. Although man remains an open opponent, we are 
told that these details representing Allah's creative power are evident 
signs for people who think, use their reason, who are willing to take 
them to heart and are grateful and do not deny the favours of Allah. 




The Qur'an Outlined 



45 



These details represent the bounties shown to people by their Most 
Kind and most Merciful Allah. The surah condemns idolatrous prac- 
tices and beliefs and tells the idolatrous Arabs of Makkah that the 
idols they worship are created by their own hands. How can these 
dead wooden or stone forms be worshipped? The disbelievers associ- 
ate others with Allah; they are arrogant and do not want to know. 
We are told of the practices of the disbelievers: They sneer at the 
Prophet Muhammad, blaspheme against the revelation and describe 
it as tales of primitive people; they do not believe in the rising from 
the dead; they lie, plot, and love the life of this world; they are heed- 
less and will be the losers in the Hereafter. A brief reference is also 
made to the pagan practice of burying female children alive which is 
emphatically condemned in this surah. 

We are frequently reminded of the wrath of Allah if His favours and 
blessings are ignored. Ibrahim, peace be upon him, is presented here 
as the model of gratitude and obedience to Allah. The surah also urges 
the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
to invite people to Islam with wisdom and in the most kindly manner, 
to endure with patience, and not to distress himself because of the 
disbelievers' plots. 

The surah also refers briefly to an Islamic legal ruling: It is forbidden 
to eat carrion, blood, pork, and anything over which the name of other 
than Allah is invoked. The surah is also emphatic that Allah's com- 
mand is coming sooner or later and that the decision of the hour of 
judgement is like the twinkling of an eye, when the wrongdoers will 
be punished and they will wish it were delayed. The Qur'an is de- 
scribed here as good news, guidance and mercy for mankind. 

Themes 

• Pride: Evil results from pride. Arrogance is not compatible with 
right action and taqwa. 

• Female children: Love your children equally whether they are boys 
or girls. Female children should not be killed or prejudged. 

• Pledge: Pledges should be observed faithfully and never broken. 

• Justice: Justice should be practised. 

• Relatives: Relatives should be treated with kindness. 

• Sex: Sexual misconduct should not be practised. 
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• Gratitude: One should be grateful for the infinite bounties of Allah. 

Plead with Allah Who should be revered. 

Surah Seventeen 
The Night Journey 

Outline 

The surah of the Night Journey (al-Isra) belongs to the Makkan pe- 
riod and contains 111 ayat whose main focus is iman including taw- 
hid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, and reward and punish- 
ment. It starts off with reference to the night journey of the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, who was trans- 
ported from the sacred mosque of Makkah to the farthest mosque of 
Quds (Jerusalem) at night and then was taken through the seven heav- 
ens in order to be shown some of the signs of Allah. The ascension to 
heaven is a marvellous miracle that, on the one hand, illustrates the 
great power of Allah and, on the other, the privilege bestowed upon 
the Prophet Muhammad by this unique miracle. 

The initial ayah glorifies and praises Allah. The surah proceeds with 
details about the rebellion of the Children of Israel against Allah's law. 
They are urged to put their total trust in Allah and to be thankful to 
Him. They are told that they would twice create mischief and havoc 
on earth. We are also told that they were afflicted with severe violence 
and subjected to the wrath of Allah. Later on, they were granted an- 
other chance to rebuild their lives again and given wealth, children, 
and power. The surah also makes brief reference to the story of Adam 
and Shaytan. This represents the rebellion against the commands of 
Allah. Shaytan disobeys Allah's command, does not bow down to 
Adam, and vows to make the majority of people go astray and obey 
him blindly. 

The Qur'an is described in this surah as guidance, healing and mercy. 
The Qur'an is presented as a miracle and everyone, who has any doubt 
of it, is challenged to produce something like it. We are told that if the 
whole of mankind and the Jinn (invisible beings) came together to 
produce the like of this Qur'an, they would fail to produce something 
like it. However, the disbelievers still reject it and remain open oppo- 




The Qur'an Outlined 



47 



nents to the revelation. They describe the Prophet Muhammad as be- 
witched. Musa, peace be upon him, was also described as bewitched 
by his own nation. The disbelievers challenged the Messenger of Allah 
Muhammad to prove his prophethood through some physical mira- 
cles such as causing a spring to gush forth from the earth, creating a 
beautiful garden with rivers gushing forth through it, causing the sky 
to fall down in pieces, bringing Allah and the angels face to face with 
them, or having a house made of gold. 

According to this surah, the Qur'an spells out everything in detail but 
the disbelievers express aversion and disbelieve the rising from the 
dead. Their hearts are veiled and their ears are deaf. Their main argu- 
ment is that when they die and are reduced to bones and dust, it will 
be impossible for them to be raised up in a new creation. The surah 
answers their query and provides evidence to dispel their doubts about 
this matter. We are told emphatically that rising from the dead will 
take place whether they are reduced to bones or iron or anything else, 
because Allah Who created them in the first place will be able to rec- 
reate them once again. A reference to Allah's omnipotence is made 
briefly. Night and day are evident signs of Allah's unique government 
of the cosmos. The association of others with Allah is also condemned 
and the disbelievers are warned that painful torment is reserved for 
them in the Hereafter. 

The surah provides details of behavioural legislation which represent 
a code of practice and instructions for courtesy and good social con- 
duct. This legislation is based on tawhid.The instructions are: 

1. Do not worship any deity other than Allah. 

2. Show kindness to your parents and do not say a word of 
contempt to them nor repulse them. 

3. Give your relatives their due as well as the needy and the 
wayfarer, and speak to them gently. 

4. Do not squander your money senselessly nor be a miser. 

5. Do not kill your children for fear of poverty. 

6. Do not kill anybody except through due process of law. 

7. Do not commit adultery. 

8. Do not approach the property of an orphan. 

9. Fulfil your pledges. 
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10. Give full measure whenever you measure, and weigh with 
honest scales. 

11. Do not concern yourself with anything of which you have 
no knowledge. 

12. Do not walk with haughty self-conceit. 

The surah concludes with the emphatic statement that Allah has no 

partner nor has He adopted a son. A conclusion of glorification of 

Allah is also provided. 

Themes 

• Act kindly: Acting kindly should not be looked on as a favour to 
others. If you do good, you yourself will be rewarded and receive 
the benefit of your kind act and no one else will share your reward. 

• Speak kindly: Be courteous and speak in the kindest manner even 
to those who do not share your beliefs. 

• Guidance: It is to your own good to follow the right path and it is 
to your own hurt if you go astray. 

• Haste: Do not be hasty, for haste can lead to evil. 

• Luxury: Do not lead a life of luxury for this pattern of life can lead 
to self-destruction and the wrath of Allah. 

• Man's status: Allah has rewarded mankind with an elevated status 
and raised him in excellence above other creatures. 

• Falsehood: Truth always comes to light while falsehood is bound 
to perish. 

• Gratitude: Show your gratitude for Allah's infinite favours and do 
not become arrogant and drift off the right path. 

• Code of practice: Follow the law of Allah represented in the above 
twelve points of guidance. 

Surah Eighteen 
The Cave 



Outline 

The surah of the cave belongs to the Makkan period and contains 110 
ayat whose main focus is the principles of iman. The discussion of 
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these principles aim to consolidate iman in Allah, the Hereafter and 
the rising from the dead. The initial ayah is exaltation of Allah and a 
recognition of His glory and might. The surah derives its title from the 
story of a group of believers who slept in the cave mentioned in ayah 
9. Their story is regarded as a miracle and their long sleep a sign of 
Allah. They were young men who rejected polytheism and did not 
want to worship idols or other deities. As they were persecuted, they 
had to flee their community and live in a cave. They slept in the cave 
for 309 years but they thought they had only slept for a few hours. We 
are told that the sleepers in the cave believed in Allah and never ap- 
pealed to any deity other than Him. Their story represents self-sacri- 
fice, perseverance, standing up for the truth and strong faith in Allah. 
Their sleep, however, secondarily symbolises death and that rising from 
the dead is both possible and inevitable. 

The other story which the surah presents is that of Musa, peace be 
upon him. Musa is eager for knowledge. Although he was a man of 
high status as a prophet and messenger of Allah, Musa did not mind 
to learn from another man, said to be Khadir, took the trouble to learn 
from him and tried to be patient. 

The third story in this surah is that of the 'two-horned' man Dhu'l- 
Qarnayn, said to have been Alexander the Great, who was a powerful 
and just ruler. A weak nation appealed to him to protect them from 
the aggression of the neighbouring lawless nations, Yajuj and Majuj 
(Gog and Magog). This just ruler vowed to protect the weak nation 
from the aggressors and built them an iron wall to stop the incursions 
made by Yajuj and Majuj. 

A brief reference is also made to the story of Shaytan and his rebel- 
lious arrogance and his breaking Allah's command by refusing to bow 
down to Adam. 

As is the case in every surah, the stories mentioned in this surah have 
the same objective, namely exhortation to right conduct. One of the 
themes of the companions of the cave is the need to abandon the 
world, and go into exile - so to speak - for the sake of iman. One of 
the themes of the story of Musa, however, is to learn and seek knowl- 
edge. As for the story of the two-horned man, one of its themes is to 
support the weak against the strong. 

The surah also introduces an interesting similitude about the grateful 
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farmer who is a believer and the ungrateful farmer who is a disbe- 
liever. The latter had gardens of different fruits with rivers flowing in 
the middle and their produce was in abundance. However, the disbe- 
lieving owner was arrogant and wrongly thought that his wealth and 
gardens would never be affected. His companion, the poor farmer, 
warned him against the danger of associating others with Allah and 
disbelieving in the Day of Reckoning. Eventually, the punishment for 
his disbelief and association suddenly afflicted the wealthy disbeliev- 
ing farmer who lost his gardens and wealth altogether. 

The disbelievers are described in this surah: They mock Allah's proph- 
ets, messages and signs; they associate others with Allah; they dis- 
pute with fallacious arguments to refute the truth; their hearts do not 
respond and their ears are deaf; their eyes do not see Allah's signs; 
they disbelieve in Allah's signs; they will be rewarded with the Fire. 
The surah concludes with a statement on tawhid and on not associat- 
ing partners with Allah. 

Themes 

• Good deeds: Worldly, materialistic and luxurious things do not 
last forever. Good virtuous deeds do and will be the key to success 
in the Hereafter. 

• Arrogance: Shaytan is the symbol of arrogance, which can lead to 
self-destruction. 

• Self-complacency: Complacency with oneself leads to arrogance 
and is not compatible with right conduct. 

• Wealth and power: Wealth and power are from Allah. They are 
both a test and do not last forever. Make use of them wisely and 
help the needy and the weak with either before you lose them. 
Allah alone can protect your wealth or power. Blind attachment to 
wealth or power is fraught with danger. 

• Association: Associating partners with Allah and rejecting His one- 
ness leads to Allah's wrath and the Fire. 

• Free choice: It is your own decision whether or not to believe in 
Allah. Those who believe and do right actions will be rewarded 
with everlasting gardens while those who choose not to believe in 
Allah will be rewarded with the Fire as their resting place. 

• Knowledge: Seek knowledge and be patient to learn. 
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Surah Nineteen 
Maryam 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 98 ayat. This 
surah focuses mainly on tawhid and is based on the story of Maryam 
and 'Isa, peace he upon them. Through the story of Maryam and that 
of Zakaria, the surah provides an argument for Allah's uniqueness, 
omnipotence and perfection. The surah is emphatic that Allah has no 
partner or son. It also treats two other principles of iman namely ris- 
ing from the dead and reward and punishment. The surah derives its 
title from the story of Maryam which begins in ayah 16. 

The surah begins with the extraordinary story of Zakaria, peace be 
upon him, in order to prepare the reader for the next extraordinary 
story of Maryam and the birth of'Isa. We are told that Zakaria was an 
old man who made a supplication to Allah to give him an heir. His 
wife, however, was barren and Zakaria was not quite sure whether his 
prayers would be answered due to these physical and biological limi- 
tations. Allah answered his prayers and Zakaria's wife became preg- 
nant and gave birth toYahya (John). For Allah, the surah says, this is 
very easy since He has before made man out of nothing. 

The surah proceeds with the extraordinary story of Maryam who with- 
drew from her people and chose to be secluded from them. We are 
told that Maryam was not touched by any man and was not a loose 
woman. Maryam, however, conceived 'Isa. During the pains of child- 
birth, Maryam became very upset and wished she was dead. Maryam 
gave birth to 'Isa, who was to be a sign for all mankind. For Allah, the 
surah says, this is very easy. Maryam was maligned by her community 
who did not believe her and thought the worst of her. Maryam could 
defend herself, but the child, 'Isa, by a miracle was able to speak and 
answered the accusations against his mother.'Isa told them the whole 
story and told the unbelieving community: He is a blessed slave of 
Allah; he has been given revelation and made a prophet; he is in- 
structed to pray and give in sadaqah as long as he lives; he is instructed 
to be kind towards his mother; he is not a domineering nor a miser- 
able person; peace is on him the day he was born, the day he will die 
and the day when he will be raised up to life again. The surah is em- 
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phatic in the last statement that the Messiah 'Isa was a prophet and 
was not crucified. Moreover, that Allah is independent of all needs is 
emphasised in this surah. 

We are also told of the story of Ibrahim, peace be upon him, who is 
described as a truthful prophet. Polytheism and the worship of idols, 
which can neither benefit nor harm anyone, are presented here. The 
surah provides details of the persecution Ibrahim had undergone at 
the hands of his unbelieving people including his own father. How- 
ever, Ibrahim persevered and proceeded with his mission advising his 
people not to worship useless idols, warning them against the danger 
of associating others as partners with Allah, and reminding them of 
Allah's wrath. Regardless of the harsh treatment, the threat and the 
rebuke Ibrahim received from his father, he went on praying for his 
father to be saved from the evil of association and appealed to Allah to 
forgive him. Thus love of the mother, in the story of Maryam, and love 
of the father, in the story of Ibrahim, are brought together in this surah. 
As a further support to the presentation of tawhid, the surah also re- 
fers very briefly to other prophets such as Nuh, Musa, Harun, Isma'il, 
and Idris, peace be upon all of them. The surah also deals with the 
disbelievers who reject belief in the rising from the dead. An argu- 
ment is provided to refute their claim that after their deaths they will 
not be raised up alive. They are told to bear in mind that before they 
were created out of nothing and that to raise them up alive will be a 
lot easier. We are told that man can choose to go astray but the disbe- 
lievers are warned of the consequences of their refusal of the truth. 
Many generations before them were better equipped and very wealthy 
but were destroyed because they were open opponents to truth. The 
believers, however, will be rewarded with the gardens of eternity in 
which they will enjoy peace and sustenance. The surah concludes that 
Allah does not have a son which is a reiteration of the central princi- 
ple of tawhid. 

Themes 

• Limitations: The laws of nature are subservient to the creative force 
of Allah. Allah's power supersedes and surpasses all natural constraints, 
physical or biological. Allah is able to make a barren woman have a 
child, and can also make a virgin woman have a child with no physical 
contact with a man. 
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• Supplication: Put your total trust in Allah and supplicate Him for all 
your needs. Your prayers will be answered. Supplication is an open 
channel of communication with your Lord.You do not need an inter- 
mediary between yourself and your Lord. Appeal to Him directly. 

• Glorification: Allah should be glorified in the morning and in the 
evening. 

• Crucifixion: The Messiah'Isa, peace be upon him, was not crucified 
and he was a prophet but not the son of Allah. 

• Call to Allah: Calling people to Allah should be based on wisdom, 
gentleness and courtesy. The example of Ibrahim can be taken as a 
model. 



Surah Twenty 
TaHa 



Outline 

Surah Ta Ha is from the Makkan period and contains 135 ayat which 
focus on three major principles of iman: tawhid, prophethood, and 
the rising from the dead. The surah derives its title from the opening 
word Ta Ha which is one of the names of the Prophet Muhammad, 
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him. The whole surah is meant 
to be a consolation for the Prophet for the persecution, plotting, re- 
jection and opposition he encountered in Makkah from the disbeliev- 
ers. The surah also sets up for him his agenda as a Prophet: to warn 
mankind, remind them, deliver the message, and give them glad tid- 
ings. The surah advises the Prophet to persevere and be patient, to 
glorify and praise Allah before the sun's rising, before its setting, and 
during day and night time, not to wish for what others have got, and 
to encourage his family to pray. 

The surah provides two stories of previous prophets as a consolation 
to the Prophet Muhammad who was challenged by the disbelievers 
to show them some miracles that could prove his prophethood. The 
first is the story of Musa with Fir' awn which is retold with more elabo- 
ration. We are told that Fir'awn was an evil ruler who blasphemed 
and even claimed to be Allah. We are also told of the crimes and op- 
pression of Fir'awn of the Israelites. Fir'awn hated them and adopted 
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a barbaric policy of killing their newborn male children. When Musa, 
peace be upon him, was born, his mother tried to hide him but she 
could not do that for long. She decided, after inspiration from Allah, 
to put the little child in a chest and toss it in the Nile and leave it 
floating. The chest was found in one of the streams that passed through 
Fir' awn's garden. The infant Musa was adopted by Fir'awn's wife and 
was brought up in Fir'awn's royal palace under Allah's supervision. 
Later on, Musa's mother became his wet-nurse while concealing her 
identity. Musa grew up, was educated and acquired good leadership 
skills. Musa realised the persecution the Israelites were experiencing 
at the hands of Fir' awn. 

One day, Musa saw an Egyptian trying to kill an Israeli. Musa de- 
fended the Israeli and hit the Egyptian hard, and he died as a result. 
The news became known to Fir'awn, and Musa had to flee Egypt to 
Sinai, where he was taken in by a shaykh [said to be the prophet 
Shu'ayb, peace be upon him] in Madyan. Musa married the shaykh 's 
daughter and worked for his father-in-law. Later on, Musa was hon- 
oured with prophethood and messengership. At this stage, Allah com- 
manded Musa to go to Fir'awn and deliver the message to him. Musa 
met Fir'awn and a debate about Allah took place between them. Musa 
was accused of being a magician who tried to take over Fir'awn's rule. 
Musa was challenged by Fir'awn and his sorcerers, who were prom- 
ised lavish rewards by Fir'awn if they won and defeat Musa's 'magic'. 
A date was fixed for the challenge and the whole nation gathered 
together to watch the competition. 

Fir'awn's sorcerers started their magical tricks first, and they were well- 
prepared, and so everyone was amazed. Musa then showed the mira- 
cles with which Allah had empowered him and which destroyed his 
rivals' trickery and exposed their falsehood. Fir'awn's magicians con- 
verted, prostrated themselves in admiration, and confessed their faith 
in Allah. Fir'awn was furious and threatened to cut off their hands 
and feet on alternate sides and to crucify them on the trunks of date- 
palms. Musa was commanded to leave Egypt with his followers by 
night. They were chased by Fir'awn and his army. Allah made it possi- 
ble for Musa and his people to cross the sea [said to be the Red Sea] 
which was transformed into normal dry land. Fir'awn and his army 
followed them into the sea but it suddenly returned to its normal state 
and they were drowned. Musa and the Israelites were saved. 
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After a while, the Children of Israel betrayed Musa. They did not obey 
Allah's laws and His command; instead, they made a golden calf and 
worshipped it in place of Allah. 

The second story is that of Adam which is referred to briefly. It signi- 
fies Allah's mercy and forgiveness, although Adam listened to his arch 
enemy, Shaytan, and disobeyed Allah's command. The surah also 
presents a solemn and vivid scene from the Day of Judgement in which 
people in their millions will follow the caller, Jibril, and in which Allah 
will be before them, and there will be total silence. On this day, we are 
told, the believers will be rewarded with gardens for their right ac- 
tions while the disbelievers will have the Fire as their resting place for 
rejecting the truth and associating partners with Allah. We are also 
told that the Qur'an is a gift of mercy from Allah to mankind and that 
it is mentioned in the previous revealed books, the Torah and the Injil. 

Themes 

• The message: Convey the message of Allah to people with wis- 
dom and kind words. 

• Perseverance: Be patient and exercise self-denial. 

• Shaytan: Guard against Shaytan, the arch enemy of mankind. 

• Preference: Prefer and support the truth rather than preferring 
and supporting falsehood and tyrants for the sake of worldly power 
and status. 



Surah Twenty One 
The Prophets 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and is made up of 112 ayat. 
The surah of"The Prophets" focuses on some of the crucial matters of 
iman such as tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead and re- 
ward and punishment. The surah derives its title from the prophets 
whose stories are mentioned in it. Some of the prophets' stories are 
very briefly referred to such as that of Musa, Harun, Lut, Nuh, Ayyub 
(Job), Isma'il, Idris, Zakaria,Yahya, Yunus, and'Isa, peace be upon him. 
Their stories tell of their struggles against unbelief and different forms 
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of evil, the rejection of the truth by their communities, the open op- 
position by the disbelievers to the message of tawhid, the practice of 
idolatry and homosexuality. Their message, however, was identical: to 
worship Allah alone, do good, and abandon evildoing. We are also 
told of the stories of Ibrahim and those of Dawud (David) and Sulay- 
man (Solomon), peace be upon them, with brief elaborations. 

The story of Ibrahim tells of his struggle against idolatry. Ibrahim ad- 
vised his father and his community to worship Allah instead of im- 
ages and wooden or stone idols that can neither benefit nor harm. We 
are told that Ibrahim broke these idols into pieces which led to his 
arrest and that then he was sentence to be burned alive. Ibrahim was 
thrown into the fire but, by Allah's mercy, the fire became cool and 
safe and did not harm him at all. 

The story of Dawud and Sulayman speaks of establishing justice and 
equity among people. Altogether, these stories represent the proph- 
ets'perseverance and struggle to deliver the message of Allah to man- 
kind in order to enable them to live happily in this life and to save 
them from awful torment in the Hereafter. 

The surah also provides scenes depicting the horror of the Day of Reck- 
oning. It reminds people of their indifference towards this great day 
and that they are only playing, disputing and rejecting the truth, mock- 
ing the prophets, heedless to the rising from the dead. It also reminds 
and warns the reader of the awesomeness of the day of rising from 
the dead and the painful torment awaiting disbelievers on that awe- 
some day. The surah also refers to the disbelievers' attitude towards 
the Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, 
and how they accuse him of being a poet and a sorcerer and also 
accuse the Qur'an of being a jumble of dreams. We are also reminded 
here of the inevitability of death and the shortness of this life, and 
people are urged to compete in doing good deeds. 

The surah also provides a brief account of the omnipotence of Allah. 
A statement refers to the cosmic system, that the heavens and the 
earth were once a single entity before they were ripped apart, the sky 
is set up as a canopy, the creation of the day and the night, the sun 
and the moon, the mountains set on the earth, and that water is the 
source of life. It also refers to the Prophet Muhammad who is de- 
scribed as a mercy for everybody in the universe and that the Qur'an 
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is a blessed message. It reminds the Prophet of the previous prophets 

who were also ridiculed by the disbelievers. 

Themes 

• Supplication: Supplication is a powerful means that can bring about 
the change you need. Supplicate Allah Who listens to you, and 
your needs will be met. 

• Haste: Try not to be impatient and do not attempt to hasten things. 

• Test: This worldly life is a test for mankind and the results will be 
known in the Hereafter. There will be no second chance. Everyone 
is tested with good and bad as a trial. Everyone will be visited by 
death. 

• Wrongdoing: Nations and individuals practising evildoing will be 
punished by Allah. 

• Purity of soul: Prayer purifies the self. Never be too proud to wor- 
ship your Lord. Try to glorify Him day and night. 

• Homosexuality: Avoid homosexuality. It is an evil deed which can 
bring down Allah's wrath. 

• One family: The whole of humanity is a single family whose father 
is Adam and whose Lord is one. Adopt the principle of brother- 
hood and transcend the limits of race, colour or status. 

• The victor: The right acting will inherit the earth. 

Surah Twenty Two 
The Pilgrimage 

Outline 

The surah of Pilgrimage belongs to the Madinan period and contains 

78 ayat. The surah focuses on two main aspects: 

1. Islamic legal rulings such as the legislation of pilgrimage, 
the animals brought for sacrifice during the pilgrimage, 
and fighting in the cause of Allah. 

2. The tenets of iman such as tawhid, the rising from the dead, 
and rewards and punishment. The surah derives its title 
from the pilgrimage to Makkah mentioned in ayah 25. 
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The introductory ayat of the surah introduce a graphic picture of the 
horror of the hour of judgement and tell the reader of the convulsion 
of this hour and its sheer terror during which even a mother will aban- 
don her baby while breastfeeding it, pregnant women will miscarry, 
and people walk as if drunk. The surah proceeds reminding mankind 
of the rising from the dead and provides evidence for it to convince 
those who are in doubt about it. We are told that man was first created 
from dust, then from a drop of semen, then from a clot, then from a 
little lump of flesh, then he rested in the womb for a period of time, 
then he was brought out as an infant, then he reached an age of full 
strength, and then he is visited by death. To drive the message of ris- 
ing from the dead home, these details are supported by an analogy of 
the barren and lifeless earth which symbolises something dead. When 
rain or water is sent down, this barren (dead) earth is stirred to life, 
sprouts and begins to produce every kind of beautiful plant in pairs. 
The surah is emphatic in its introductory section about the fact that 
Allah is able to bring the dead to life and will raise up all who are in 
their graves. 

The surah also provides an account of a scene from the Day of Judge- 
ment where the disbelievers are dressed in garments tailored out of 
fire for them, scalding water is poured over their heads, and they will 
have maces of iron for their punishment. The believers with right ac- 
tions, however, will be shown into gardens and will be adorned with 
gold and pearl bracelets and dressed in silk. 

The surah refers to the legality of fighting in the way of Allah when 
the truth is attacked and Islam is undermined. Fighting in the way of 
Allah is not done in the interest of bloodshed but to repel evil and 
oppression. It also refers to previous nations which were destroyed by 
Allah for their wrongdoing and their open opposition to their proph- 
ets. The surah reminds the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, that it was not only him who was rejected as a 
prophet but other previous prophets before him were also rejected, 
such as Nuh, Salih, Shu'ayb, Ibrahim, Lut, and Musa, peace be upon 
all of them. 

The surah also reminds the disbelievers of the feeble idols which they 
worship instead of Allah. They are told that these idols are unable to 
create even the weakest creature which is the fly, and that when the 
fly take something away from these idols, they are unable to take it 
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back. This is contrasted with Allah's omnipotence. Allah is able to send 
water down from the sky, everything in the heavens and on earth 
belongs to Him, He subjects whatever is on earth to mankind, and 
Allah has given people life and will cause them to die. The surah ap- 
peals to the believers to strive for Allah's sake, establish regular prayer, 
give in sadaqah, and to hold firmly to Allah. 

Themes 

• Dispute about Allah: It is abhorrent to argue about Allah without 
having knowledge. 

• Worship for self-interest: Worship and glorify Allah with firm faith 
during both times of ease and hardship. 

• The unfaithful: Allah does not like the unfaithful and the ungrate- 
ful. 

•Victory: Allah supports anyone who supports Him. 

• Weakness: Allah is strong and powerful while other false deities 
and idols are false and empty with absolutely no power. 

• Return: All matters return to Allah. Put your total trust in Him. 

• Do good: Do good deeds for the pleasure of Allah and the happi- 
ness of mankind. 



Surah Twenty Three 
The Believers 



Outline 

The surah of the Believers is from the Makkan period and it contains 
118 ayah and deals mainly with the major tenets of iman which are 
tawhid, prophethood, and rising from the dead. The surah derives its 
title from the reference to the believers and their attributes listed in 
the introductory part of the surah. We are told of the attributes of the 
believers that: They humble themselves in their prayers; they avoid 
idle talk; they produce the zakat; they do not commit adultery; they 
observe faithfully whatever they are entrusted with; they preserve their 
pledge; and they strictly attend to their prayers. They are promised by 
Allah to be the inheritors of Firdaws (Paradise). 
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The surah proceeds to provide evidence for the creative power of Allah 
and His oneness. Allah's omnipotence is indicated by the various stages 
of the creation of man: Man is created from the essence of clay which 
may signify that man's body is composed of various organic substances; 
then, as a drop of semen, man is placed in the womb; the semen is 
then turned into a clot which is turned into an embryonic morsel of 
flesh; bones are made out of this morsel; the bones are clothed with 
flesh; then another creation takes place. 

Other signs of Allah's creative power are the seven heavens above us, 
the water from the sky, and the vegetation and plants which feed on 
water. A reference is also made to the alternation of night and day, the 
creation of the faculties of hearing, sight and feeling, and life and death. 
The surah appeals to man to ponder these signs and to wonder who 
else could have made them. The surah also discusses disbelief in the 
life after death and the rising from the dead. It tells us that the One 
Who controls the seven heavens and the alternation of day and night, 
and created man from a drop of sperm, can indeed raise up all who 
are in their graves. 

The disbelievers are also reminded of the moment of death when the 
soul is taken from the body. We are told that after death, the disbeliev- 
ers will admit their mistakes and wish they had believed in Allah and 
prepared themselves for the Day of Reckoning. This, however, will be 
too late. The surah takes us to witness a scene from the Day of Judge- 
ment during which mankind will be divided into two categories: those 
who believe in Allah and act according to His commands will be suc- 
cessful and go to the Garden while those who disbelieve in Allah and 
the Day of Judgement will be the losers who will live in the Fire which 
will burn their faces. Their status, wealth, or power will be of no value 
or help to them. 

The surah provides a description of the disbelievers: They are trans- 
gressors, ignorant, arrogant, and confused; they do not believe in nor 
ponder on Allah's signs; they hate the truth; they deviate from the 
straight path; they reject their Allah-inspired prophets and accuse them 
of being mad and sorcerers. 

As a consolation to the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, the surah provides brief references to previous 
prophets, their success, and the destruction which afflicted their na- 
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tions due to their rejection of their prophets. We are told that all proph- 
ets were rejected, scorned and persecuted. The surah refers briefly to 
Nuh and his struggle against the disbelievers of his community. Hud 
and his struggle against the practice of oppression and injustice, Musa 
and his brother Harun and their struggle against the arrogance and 
evildoing of Fir' awn, and 'Isa, peace be upon all of them. In all these 
stories, we always find that Allah's truth wins through. 

Themes 

• Tolerance: Do not meet injustice to you with injustice to the other 
party or meet violence with violence [unless of course it is permis- 
sible retaliation done according to the shari'ah] . Leave the pun- 
ishment of the unjust to Allah. 

• Purpose: Everything is created for a purpose. Nothing is created 
for mere idle play. 

• Taqwa: Right action, fear of Allah, and doing good lead you to 
success in the Hereafter. Bliss in the future eternal life will be guar- 
anteed. 

• Allah's mercy: The succession of prophets represents Allah's mercy 
and care for mankind. Prophets are warners and teachers of their 
communities. 

•Vanity: Avoid vanity and arrogance which lead to failure and wrong- 
doing. 

• Appreciation: Allah's mercy is infinite and should be appreciated. 
Be grateful to Allah. 

Surah Twenty Four 
The Light 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 64 ayat whose 
main focus is Islamic legal rulings and manners, which are of great 
value to the individual and the community. The surah lays down the 
behavioural principles and concentrates on the family as the nucleus 
of the society. It addresses a number of moral values which are essen- 
tial for a healthy society and which can eliminate social and moral 
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decay, anarchy and insolent behaviour. Among these are the problem 
of sexual offenders and slanderers. We are told that this category of 
people should be punished severely. The surah starts with two serious 
social problems: 

(i) The problem of sexual offences: Women and men who have 
sexual intercourse before marriage should be punished 
with a hundred lashes and a group of people should be 
present witnessing their punishment. 

(ii) The problem of slanderers: Anyone who spreads scandals 
and false accusations of adultery against chaste women 
should be flogged with eighty lashes. The guilty are en- 
couraged to repent and reform, and are also warned of the 
grievous penalty in the Hereafter. 

The surah also tackles other problems related to good manners and 
moral social values: 

(i) domestic privacy should be respected, 

(ii) men and women should lower their gazes, 

(iii) men and women should guard their private parts, 

(iv) mixing between men and women should be regulated, 

(v) the chastity of women is stressed; they are not allowed to 
show their beauty except to their husbands and members 
of their family, 

(vi) the chastity of men is also stressed; men who cannot af- 
ford to marry should be patient, 

(vii) men are encouraged to marry poor women, 

(viii) prostitution is forbidden, 

(ix) courtesy at home is emphasised: Children who reach the 
age of puberty, and others, should ask permission from 
their parents before entering their private rooms. 

The surah also encourages the believers to obey and respect the 
Prophet Muhammad's commands and instructions, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace. It also encourages people to establish regu- 
lar prayer and pay the zakat. We are told Allah promises those who 
believe and do right actions to make them His caliphs on earth and 
make them inherit power and authority. 
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We also find a brief account of Allah's creative power which indicates 
His oneness: Allah makes the clouds move gently, then masses them 
together, then makes them into a heap, then rain comes down from 
them; Allah makes mountainous masses of clouds charged with hail; 
Allah alternates night and day; Allah has created every living thing 
from water; Allah has created some animals that creep on their bel- 
lies, some that walk on two legs, and some that walk on four. 

Themes 

• Illegal sexual intercourse: Adultery and fornication are wrong acts 
which leads to social and moral decay. 

• Slander: Slandering innocent people, especially women, accusing 
them of adultery is a rotten act. Do not spread slanders or false 
charges against men or women. False accusations cause hatred 
and enmity among individuals of the community. 

• Marriage: Marriage is encouraged to produce children and to en- 
hance good social values . Marrying poor women pleases Allah and 
eliminates class barriers. 

• Wives: Wives should be respected and husbands are not allowed 
to spread slanders against them. 

• Modesty: Men and women should lower their gazes and guard 
their private parts. 

• Chastity: Decorum and chastity should be observed in dress, es- 
pecially by women. Woman's beauty is not a commodity for other 
men to look at with indecent gazes. 

• Domestic manners: Children at the age of puberty, and others, 
should ask permission from their parents before they enter their 
private rooms, so that family life can be more regulated and under 
control. 



Surah Twenty Five 
The Criterion 



Outline 

The surah of the Criterion belongs to the Makkan period and con- 
tains 77 ayat which focus on the tenets of iman: tawhid, prophethood. 
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revelation, the rising from the dead, and reward and punishment. The 
surah derives its title from the word criterion mentioned in the first 
ayah. The word criterion ( Furqan ) is one of the names of the Qur'an 
and it is that which differentiates between belief and disbelief, guid- 
ance and misguidance, truth and falsehood, and light and darkness. 
The Qur'an is presented here as the everlasting miracle of the Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, and that it is Allah's blessing for 
mankind that can lead them to happiness in this worldly life and in 
the Hereafter. 

The surah starts off with an attack on the disbelievers'false gods which 
do not create anything while they themselves are created by their 
worshippers; they cannot do any harm nor can they control death, 
life, or rising from the dead. The disbelievers are bent on denying the 
hour of reckoning and so they are warned of the blazing fire awaiting 
them for their denial of the rising from the dead. We are told that the 
disbelievers were in doubt about the prophethood of Muhammad sim- 
ply because he was an ordinary person who used to eat food and walk 
through the markets. They accused him of being helped to write the 
Qur'an by other people, and that he was bewitched. They also ac- 
cused that the Qur'an itself is tales of ancient times. They wanted to 
see Allah and the angels before they believe in the Qur'an. 

Stories of ancient nations and their prophets are introduced in this 
surah as a consolation for the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, as exhortation and admonition for man- 
kind, and as a proof that the Qur'an is a continuation of the previous 
revealed books. A brief reference is made to Musa and his brother 
Harun, and to Nuh, Hud and Salih, peace be upon them. 

The surah also provides evidence of Allah's unique creative power. It 
draws our attention to the sun and the shadow, and how the shadow 
is shortened and lengthened, and the night which is made as a gar- 
ment for us and sleep as a rest, the winds, the water from the sky, 
sweet and palatable riverwater contrasted with salty and bitter 
seawater, the creation of man from water, the constellations in the 
sky, the moon, and finally our attention is drawn to night and day. 
The surah concludes with a detailed description of the believers who 
are the true slaves of Allah: 

(i) They walk with humility. 
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(ii) When they are addressed, they reply with kind words of 
peace. 

(iii) They spend the night in prayer and remembering their 
Lord. 

(iv) They pray to Allah to avert from them the suffering of Hell. 

(v) They do not spend lavishly nor are they niggardly. 

(vi) They do not appeal to any false deities besides Allah. 

(vii) They do not kill any human being without a legitimate 
reason. 

(viii) They do not commit fornication or adultery. 

(ix) They do not bear false witness. 

(x) They do not engage in idle talk. 

(xi) They are admonished by the evident signs of Allah's crea- 
tive power. 

(xii) They pray to their Lord to give them wives and children as 
comfort. 

(xiii) They pray to their Lord to make them models for the other 
people of taqwa. 

(xiv) They are patient. 

Themes 

• Passion: Do not be controlled by blind passion as it brings you 
closer to Shaytan. 

• Pride: Avoid insolence and be humble to be closer to your Lord. 

• Prayer: Sincere prayer brings you closer to Allah. 

• Spending: Do not spend lavishly nor be niggardly, as that is en- 
couraged by Shaytan. 

• Shaytan: He is a traitor to man; so do not take him as an ally. 

• Allah's wrath: The punishment of Allah will afflict the communi- 
ties which disbelieve in Allah's signs. The believers will be the vic- 
tors. 

• Good attributes: Follow the manners and the attributes of the be- 
lievers such as humility, greeting people with kind words, avoid- 
ing fornication and adultery, and not supporting falsehood or fraud. 
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Surah Twenty Six 
The Poets 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 227 ayat whose 
main focal points are tawhid, the Hereafter, the rising from the dead, 
revelation, and prophethood.The surah derives its title from the brief 
reference to poets in ayat 224-226 and the allegations made by the 
disbelievers against the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, that he was a poet and that the Qur'an was 
poetry. The surah establishes the differences between the Qur'an and 
poetry: the Qur'an is the law of Allah and is a code of life that regu- 
lates mankind's life while poetry is mostly idle talk. The Qur'an repre- 
sents pure truth and guidance for mankind; poetry, however, is mostly 
vanity and the passions of poets. 

We are informed that the disbelievers continue with their arrogance 
and open opposition to the truth although the truth is very evident to 
them. The disbelievers are warned about the painful torment that will 
come upon them suddenly. The surah is emphatic that the Qur'an is 
Allah's speech, that its themes are found in the ancient revealed books, 
and that the Children of Israel know about it. We are also told that all 
prophets were warners and that Allah has never been unjust. We also 
encounter a scene from the Day of Judgement during which the Gar- 
den is brought near for the believers whereas the blazing fire will be 
laid open before the disbelievers, who will be hurled into it and start 
quarrelling in it. 

The surah provides admonition through the outlines of stories of the 
ancient prophets. The story of Musa, peace be upon him, is presented. 
A dialogue between Musa and Fir' awn takes place concerning who is 
the Lord of the universe. Fir'awn claims lordship and threatens that 
Musa must worship him or be imprisoned. Musa delivers Allah's mes- 
sage to Fir'awn and advises him to worship Allah the Lord of the uni- 
verse. Musa wins over Fir'awn's sorcerers who then testify to their 
belief in Allah. Fir'awn becomes furious and threatens to execute them. 
Musa's followers are saved and Fir'awn's army is drowned. 

Ibrahim calls on his father and community to abandon the pagan be- 
liefs and to worship Allah. His admonition to them is that these idols 
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do not hear you when you appeal to them; they can neither benefit 
nor harm you; it is Allah Who creates you, gives you food and drink, 
cures you, and causes you to die and then brings you back to life again. 
Nuh, peace be upon him, continues with his admonition to his com- 
munity and urges them to heed Allah. People make fun of him, tell 
him that only the meanest people follow him, and threaten to stone 
him. Eventually, he, along with his followers, is saved and the disbe- 
lievers are drowned. 

The story of Hud, peace be upon him, tells us how he urges his nation 
to be Allah-conscious, to be thankful for Allah's bounties bestowed 
on them, and to believe in the rising from the dead and the hour of 
reckoning. However, they reject his message and disbelieve him which 
is why Allah's wrath afflicts them and they are wiped out. 

Similarly, Salih, peace be upon him, encourages his community to 
heed Allah, reminds them of Allah's bounties, warns them of His wrath, 
and advises them to establish justice and abandon corruption. They 
accuse him of being bewitched and reject his message. As a result, 
torment overtakes them. 

Lut, peace be upon him, continues with his struggle against the moral 
decay that is widespread in his community. He urges his people to 
abandon the evil practice of sodomy. They threaten to expel him from 
their community. They are wiped out by floods, and Lut and his be- 
lieving followers are saved. 

Similarly, Shu'ayb urges his people to heed Allah, to establish justice, 
abandon corruption, and not cheat people. They do not take him seri- 
ously and reject his message, ignore his warning, and accuse him of 
being bewitched. Eventually, the torment of a gloomy day grips them 
and they are destroyed by earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. 

Themes 

• Admonition: Advice should be given first to the members of one's 
family and close relatives and then to other people. People should 
be reminded to be Allah-conscious. 

• Kindness: Act kindly towards the believers in particular, and other 
people as well. 

• Trust: Put your total trust in Allah. 

• Justice: Act justly and do not cheat people. 
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• Homosexuality: Vice leads to moral decay and can destroy a com- 
munity. 



Surah Twenty Seven 
The Ants 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 93 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, prophethood and the rising from the dead. The su- 
rah derives its title from the mention of ants which occurs in ayah 18. 
The surah refers to the Qur'an as guidance, mercy and warning for 
mankind and that the Prophet Muhammad, the peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him, is sent by Allah, the Lord of the universe, as a 
warner. It also refers to the disbelievers who reject the rising from the 
dead and life after death. 

To substantiate the surah's main argument, stories of the older prophets 
and their struggles against disbelief and corruption are presented as a 
means of admonition and exhortation for the reader. We are told of 
Musa's story and the fire he saw in Sinai when he was travelling with 
his family. The fire is a symbol of light and guidance. Allah talks to 
Musa, peace be upon him, and asks him to throw down his rod and it 
will change into a snake and to put his hand into his shirt pocket and 
it will come out white. 

The story of Sulayman, peace be upon him, is also referred to, mainly 
the meeting with the Queen of Saba (Sheba). We are told that Sulay- 
man understood the language of birds and of insects such as ants. 
Sulayman is informed by the hoopoe about the pagan kingdom of the 
Queen of Saba. She and her nation, Sulayman is told, are worship- 
ping the sun. Sulayman sends a letter to her advising her and her 
nation to worship Allah. The Queen consults her council and decides 
to hold a meeting with Sulayman. Before her meeting, the Queen sends 
a present to Sulayman which he rejects and tells her envoy to take 
back and to advise the Queen to abandon her pagan beliefs. The Queen 
of Saba meets with Sulayman and is convinced to abandon her pagan 
beliefs and chooses to worship Allah instead of the sun. 

The story of Salih, peace be upon him, tells us of his struggle against 
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corruption and the destruction of his people while the story of Lut is 

about his struggle against sexual abuse and the destruction of his peo- 
ple as well. 

Themes 

• Power and wealth: Without belief in Allah as the Lord of the uni- 
verse, both power and wealth are useless and cannot ward off the 
punishment of Allah. 

• Gratitude: People have to show their gratitude for the infinite boun- 
ties Allah bestows on them. 

• Trust in Allah: Put your trust in Allah alone, even in the most awk- 
ward situations. 

• Reward for good deeds: Strive to do good in order to be rewarded 
by Allah, while if you choose to do evil then you will be rewarded 
with the Fire. 

• Anxiety over the disbelievers: call people to the law of Allah but do 
not become stressed by their rejection, open opposition and plot- 
ting. 



Surah Twenty Eight 
The Story 

Outline 

This surah is from the Makkan period and contains 88 ayat which 
highlight tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, and reward 
and punishment. The surah derives its title from the details provided 
about the story of Musa, peace be upon him, and provides more elabo- 
ration than that given in surah twenty (Ta Ha). The details show the 
struggle between believers and disbelievers, and truth and falsehood. 
The surah provides details about Musa's triumph over Fir' awn. The 
plight of the disbelievers is highlighted and also contrasted with the 
reward and eventual victory of the believers. 

The surah starts with details of Fir' awn's evil, oppression, corruption 
and arrogance. We are told of his persecution and hatred of the Chil- 
dren of Israel. Fir'awn used to kill their newborn male children and spare 
their mothers. When Musa was born, his mother feared the worst and 
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in order to save her son and by the inspiration of Allah, she put him in a 
chest and laid it in the Nile. The chest floated, ending up in one of the 
streams that passed through one of Fir' awn's gardens. The infant was 
adopted by Fir'awn's wife and Musa was brought up in the royal palace 
of Fir' awn. When they looked for a wet-nurse to look after him, Moses' 
mother volunteered to breast-feed the infant while concealing her iden- 
tity. Musa grew up as a well-educated adult and wisdom was bestowed 
on him. In adulthood, Musa supported an Israelite who was fighting 
with an Egyptian, one of the followers of Fir' awn, and punched the Egyp- 
tian. As a result, the Egyptian died and the news reached Fir'awn. For 
fear of his life, Musa decided to go into exile during which he found 
Allah's mercy and support. Support for his plight also came from the 
people of Madyan which extended from the Gulf of Aqaba on the Red 
Sea into Sinai. He managed to marry a lady who was the daughter of 
the Prophet Shu'ayb, peace be upon him. Musa was commanded by 
Allah to go back to Egypt and advise Fir'awn to abandon his oppression 
and to believe in Allah. Musa's meeting with Fir'awn and the debate 
that took place between them about faith and belief in Allah produced 
no results. Fir'awn claimed to be god and his arrogance and oppression 
continued. We are told of the destruction of Fir'awn's army and the over- 
whelming victory which Musa and his followers achieved. 

The surah also provides details of two other major evil characters: 
Haman, who was one of Fir'awn's ministers and chief adviser, and 
Qarun, who was a very wealthy and arrogant man. Haman was an 
intelligent architect and Fir'awn ordered him to build a lofty tower 
from which he could check for himself whether Musa's god existed. 
Qarun, however, also caused mischief and acted arrogantly. He had 
hundreds of treasure chests but he never spent anything in sadaqah 
and was a loyal supporter of Fir'awn. As a punishment, the earth swal- 
lowed him and his home. 

The surah reminds the reader that people who cause mischief and 
corruption, act arrogantly and disbelieve in Allah will not triumph. It 
also urges people to persevere and be patient in adversity, to spend in 
charity, to ward off evil with good, to avoid gossip, and to repent and 
act honourably. The surah is emphatic that Allah is merciful. He never 
destroys nations unless they become wrongdoers and not before He 
sends them messengers to warn and remind them of His wrath. The 
surah concludes with a statement on the principle of tawhid. 
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Themes 

• Persecution and oppression: These are evident signs of evil and 
disbelief in Allah. Wrongdoing, mischief, injustice, arrogance 
and persecution bring about the wrath of Allah. Generations 
were wiped out due to their practice of these unacceptable 
matters. 

• Wealth and power: These should not be abused. They should 
be a means to establish welfare for people. It should always be 
remembered that power and wealth do not last forever. Allah 
wiped out previous generations who were stronger and pos- 
sessed greater resources. We are advised to spend in sadaqah 
as wealth belongs to Allah. It should also be remembered that 
worldly grandeur and extravagant lifestyles can bring down 
Allah's wrath. 

• Supporting corruption: Cormpt people who cause mischief on earth 
should not be supported. Supporting people who disbelieve in 
Allah is not compatible with iman. 

• Mother's love: Mothers have enormous love for their children. There 
should be similar love on the part of children towards their moth- 
ers. 

• Help: help should be provided to those who are in need of it re- 
gardless of their race or colour. 

• Idle talk: Gossip should be avoided as it leads to unfavourable 
ends. 

• Lust: Do not follow your lusts and likes or dislikes. Reason must 
prevail. 

• Exultation: Reckless ways of living and exulting in the wealth given 
by Allah without proper use of it can lead to the extinction of such 
a community. 

• Gratitude: Show your gratitude to Allah and do not exult too 
much at the wealth given you. Too much exultation does not 
please Allah. 

• Return: The final return of mankind will be to Allah. Everything is 
bound to perish except Allah. 

• Hereafter: The Hereafter will be granted to the god-conscious who 
do not show arrogance and do not spread corruption. 
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Surah Twenty Nine 
The Spider 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 69 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, the Hereafter, rising from the dead and belief in all 
the prophets and their revealed books. The surah derives its title from 
a reference to the spider and its web. An analogy is made between the 
spider and the disbelievers. The spider is a weak creature which seeks 
protection in its frail web. The web cannot protect the spider from 
outside danger. Similarly, the disbelievers are also weak and seek pro- 
tection in the weak and impotent idols which they worship. These 
false gods, whether human, stone or wood, cannot protect or benefit 
the disbelievers nor can they harm them. On the contrary, the believ- 
ers seek protection in omnipotent Allah, the Lord of the universe Who 
rewards them and is able to punish the arrogant and associators. 

The surah talks about the trials which the believers may encounter as 
tests during the course of their lives. Firm iman in Allah, we are told, 
is not only in words but to be demonstrated through practical pa- 
tience and perseverance, forbearance in the face of persecution at the 
hands of disbelievers, and total reliance on and trust in Allah. True 
believers should not entertain the idea that hardships in this life are 
identical to those in the Hereafter. 

We are told of the trials, plights and struggles of a number of prophets 
who strove in the way of Allah. The surah refers briefly to the trials 
and struggles of Nuh, Ibrahim, Lut and Shu'ayb, peace be upon them 
all. Nuh called his people for 950 years but only a few accepted his 
message and believed in Allah. Ibrahim struggled against polytheism 
and advised his people to abandon pagan beliefs and the worship of 
idols. Lut's struggle was against the perversion of sodomy in which 
his people were engaged. Shu'ayb called on his people to avoid doing 
mischief and committing evil. The teaching of those prophets fell on 
deaf ears. We are told that because these nations, as well as other 
arrogant people and rejectors such as Fir' awn, Haman, and Qarun, 
persisted in wrong action and were deluded by falsehood and disbe- 
lief, they were afflicted with Allah's wrath and were wiped out. 

The surah is emphatic that the Qur'an is the speech of Allah revealed 
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to the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
as a mercy to mankind and that only the unjust reject it. We are also 
told of the contrast between the present life and the eternal life of the 
Hereafter, and also of decay and the re-emergence of life which is 
supporting evidence of the rising from the dead. 

The surah also provides a brief outline of Allah's unique creative power 
and omnipotence. Allah originates creation and then repeats it. He cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth for a purpose and meaning. He knows 
what is in the heavens and on earth. He subjects the sun and the moon 
to His law. He sends water down from the sky to revive the earth. 

Themes 

• Trial: Iman is tested by trial. Firm and well-established iman should 
be practical and not simply verbal. The believers are always tested 
and tried by Allah. Hard times are a testing ground for their true faith. 

• Dedication: Dedicate yourself to Allah's worship. 

• Trust: Put your trust totally in Allah and lay all your hopes in Him 
and in no one else. 

• Power and wealth: Power and wealth are as frail as the spider's 
web. They cannot protect you forever. Put your trust totally in Allah 
rather than in your power or wealth. 

• False evidence: Do not invent a lie against Allah and His revela- 
tion. 

• Investment: If having iman in Allah you do good, it is an invest- 
ment for you and you will reap the benefits in the Hereafter. 

• Gratitude: Show your gratitude for Allah's infinite bounties be- 
stowed on you and do not reject the grace of Allah. 

• Destruction: Rejection of faith, and arrogance, oppression, wrong- 
doing and wrong action bring about the destruction of the nation. 

• Debate: Argue in the best manner with the People of the Book. 
Disputation is futile. 

• Death: Every self will taste death. Life is short and death is inevi- 
table; therefore, one has to be prepared for the eternal life of the 
Hereafter. 

• Provision: Allah provides your sustenance. It is Allah Who feeds 
you, so put your trust in Him. 
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Surah Thirty 

The Byzantine Roman Empire 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 60 ayat. The 
main focal points of the surah are tawhid, the rising from the dead, 
belief in all the prophets and their revealed books, and reward and pun- 
ishment. The surah derives its title from the prophecy and its fulfilment 
that the Christian Byzantine Roman Empire would defeat the pagan 
Persian Empire. This is referred to in ayat 2-5. Historically, the Persians 
were pagans worshipping fire and were allies to pagan Arab tribes such 
as Quraysh while the Byzantines were Christians, i.e.. People of the 
Book. The Persians first defeated the Byzantines during the early years 
of the seven century which was great news to their allies, the pagan 
Arabs. The defeat of the Byzantine Empire, however, was a setback for 
the Muslims who did not want to witness a pagan victory since the 
message of Islam is a renewal and perfection of Isa's message, peace be 
upon him. When this surah was revealed, the pagan Arabs received it 
with derision. The surah, therefore, made a prophecy which was ful- 
filled. A few years later, the Byzantines managed to defeat the Persians. 
Another incisive prediction the surah could be interpreted as making is 
about global pollution. We are told that fasad (corruption, possibly in- 
cluding pollution and the destruction of the ecosystem will spread on 
land and at sea and that this corruption is man-made. 

The surah discusses the struggle between belief and disbelief, truth 
and falsehood, and the slaves of Allah (believers) and Shaytan's sup- 
porters (disbelievers). It also refers to the old nations and their fates. 
These nations were wiped out because they caused mischief, rejected 
the truth and ridiculed their prophets. 

The surah also makes reference to the Day of Judgement during which 
people will be of two categories: those who rejected the truth and 
disbelieved their prophets and those who believed in Allah and His 
prophets. The first group will suffer in the Fire while the second group 
will rejoice and be rewarded with the Garden. The rising from the 
dead and life after death are also referred to. We are told about the 
creation and recreation. What is expressed here is that Allah has made 
the initial creation and then He performs it all over again. This, logi- 
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cally speaking, means that recreation is simpler than the initial crea- 
tion. Therefore, the creation of the rising from the dead is not impos- 
sible for Allah Who made the initial creation, in the first place. 
Allah's omnipotence and unique creative power are accounted for in 
detail: Allah brings the living from the dead and brings the dead from 
t\\e living, lie created man from dust . He created spouses from among 
ourselves. He created the heavens and the earth. He created diversity 
in languages and people's colours. He made the night for sleep and 
the day for our livelihoods. He shows lightning for fear and hope. He 
sends down rain from the sky. He makes the skies and the earth hold 
firm. Everyone in the heavens and on earth belongs to Him. He sends 
the winds to drive the clouds. He gives life to the earth after its death. 

The surah also talks about the miracles given to some prophets. In 
spite of these miracles, a large number of people disbelieved those 
prophets and rejected the truth. Similarly, miracles will not make the 
pagans change their wrong beliefs. The disbelievers are described as 
deaf and blind, and that their spiritual faculties are dead. In the last 
part of the surah, the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, is advised to persevere and be patient. 

Themes 

• Superpowers: The superpowers do not last for ever. They rise and 
fall. Power and authority remain for Allah . 

•Victory: Only Allah can grant victory. Allah has promised to make 
the believers victorious. He does not break His pledge. 

• A lesson: Learn a lesson from the old nations which were wiped 
out due to their wrongdoing and rejection of the truth. 

• Gratitude: Be thankful and show gratitude to Allah during hard- 
ship and ease. Opportunists appeal to Allah when they encounter 
hardship but they forget Allah when they enjoy ease. 

• Despair: One should never despair of Allah's mercy. Allah does 
not wrong people but people wrong themselves. 

• Usury: Usury is against Allah's law. It should not be practised. 

• Provision: It is Allah Who provides your sustenance. The wealth 
you have belongs to Him. Therefore, financially you are expected 
to help your relatives, the needy, and the wayfarer. You are first 
and foremost expected to pay zakat. 
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• Belief and disbelief: Those who disbelieve are responsible for the 
consequence of their disbelief and those who do right actions are 
preparing themselves for Allah's reward in the Hereafter. 



Surah Thirty One 
Luqman 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 34 ayat whose 
main focus is tawhid. The surah derives its title from mention of Luq- 
man, a spiritual and wise man, mentioned in ayah 12ff. The surah 
provides a pattern of wisdom and moral law through the advice given 
by Luqman to his son. Luqman's subtle thoughts point to the one 
true God (see Themes below). 

The surah starts off with a statement describing the Qur'an as a wise 
Book which provides guidance and mercy to the doers of good. This is 
followed by a description of the doers of good: They establish prayer, 
pay the zakat, are certain of the Hereafter, are successful, hold on to 
guidance, and will have gardens of bliss. A description of the disbe- 
lievers is that: They prefer to engage in idle talk rather than talk about 
valuable pragmatic matters relating to Allah, try to mislead others from 
the path of Allah, mock the revelation, are arrogant, and will face a 
shameful doom. 

The surah also makes a brief reference to the rising from the dead through 
a statement about Allah's omnipotence: The creation of all mankind and 
the rising from the dead of all mankind are as simple as the creation and 
the rising from the dead of a single person. The surah appeals to man- 
kind to be Allah -conscious, to dread the Day of Judgement, not to be 
deluded by worldly life, and not to be deluded by one's own wrong 
thoughts about Allah which undervalue and underestimate Him. 

We are also told of Allah's unique creative power and omnipotence: 
Allah creates the heavens without pillars. He places firm mountains 
on the earth. He disperses all kinds of animals throughout the earth. 
He sends down rain from the sky, He harnesses whatever is in the 
heavens and on earth for the benefit of mankind, He bestows upon 
people infinite bounties. He merges the night into the day and the 
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day into the night, He regulates the sun and the moon, and He knows 

what is in the wombs. 

Themes 

• Behavioural law: It is for people's own good to abide by the be- 
havioural law which is a part of Allah's law: 

(i) Do not associate anything in your worship of Allah be- 
cause association or false worship is a serious wrongdo- 
ing. 

(ii) Look after and show gratitude to your parents. 

(iii) Show gratitude to your Lord. 

(iv) If your parents force you to associate anything in your wor- 
ship of Allah, do not obey them but you should keep good 
company with both of them. 

(v) If you do a minute good deed, Allah appreciates it and you 
will be rewarded for it. 

(vi) Establish the prayer. 

(vii) Bear patiently whatever may afflict you. 

(viii) Do not sneer at other people. 

(ix) Do not walk insolently and be moderate in your pace when 
you walk. 

(xi) Lower your voice when you talk. 

• Delusion: Do not let the present life deceive you. It is only glitter 
while the Hereafter is the real eternal life to which one should 
look forward. 

• Hardship and ease: Remember Allah and show Him your grati- 
tude whether you are enjoying ease or experiencing hardship. 

• Submission or rejection: If you submit yourself to the worship of 
Allah, it is for your own good but if you choose to reject faith, you 
are driving yourself into severe suffering. 

• Do not dispute about Allah: Avoid any argument about Allah if 
you are not armed with knowledge, guidance and ability to refer 
to the Qur'an. 
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Surah Thirty Two 
Prostration 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 30 ayat whose 
main focal points are the rising from the dead and life after death. The 
disbelievers were sceptical about the rising from the dead and the 
future life after death. It was a topical theme which they used to ques- 
tion and dispute about with the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, in an attempt to refute his message. The 
surah begins with statements glorifying and praising Allah then fol- 
lowed by counter arguments to dispel any doubts from people's minds 
about Allah's omnipotence and His creative power. It is Allah Who 
created everything initially and it is easy for Him to bring people back 
after their death in a fresh creation. Details about Allah's creative power 
are also given to verify this point. The Qur'an is described here as the 
truth, it contains no doubt and is a warning. The surah derives its title 
from mention of prostration in ayah 15 when a description of the be- 
lievers is provided. The believers are the ones who believe in Allah's 
signs, fall down prostrating themselves in adoration whenever they 
are reminded of them, and celebrate the praises of their Lord. The 
surah also warns and reminds the disbelievers of the fate of unbeliev- 
ing nations. They are told that many generations were destroyed be- 
fore them and they should take this as a sign of Allah. 

The surah provides some details about Allah's omnipotence: Allah 
created the heavens and the earth and whatever lies in between them 
in six days. He governs all affairs from the heavens to the earth. He 
knows all unseen things which are beyond our perception as well as 
all visible things. He created man from clay. He granted man hearing, 
eyesight, and vital organs, and He drives rain along to dry soil to bring 
forth crops as a means of living for people and their livestock. 

The surah makes a brief reference to the Day of Judgement and a 
contrast is made between the disbelievers and the believers. On this 
critical day, the disbelievers are informed of their eternal penalty of 
the Fire for their disbelief, wrong actions and immoral acts. Bending 
their heads low, they admit their wrong actions and ask their Lord to 
be sent back to act righteously. They are described as guilty, criminals, 
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rebellious, wicked, and rejectors of faith. The believers, however, are 
described as those who believe in Allah's signs, show their humble 
adoration of Him, do not act arrogantly, fear their Lord and have hope 
in Him, pay the zakat, and do righteous deeds. The believers are in- 
formed of their reward of Gardens as their eternal homes. 

Themes 

• Fear of Allah: Be Allah-conscious as it is the major attribute of 
faith. 

• Patience: Success can be realised through patience and persever- 
ance. 

• Allah's signs: Believe in Allah's unique creative power and His 
ability to recreate people after their death. We are surrounded by 
Allah's signs and the rejection of these signs is wronging oneself. 

Surah Thirty Three 
The Coalition 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 73 ayat which 
focus on vital Islamic legal rulings especially those related to family 
affairs. The surah derives its title from the mention of the coalition in 
ayah 20. In 626-7 CE, the disbelievers of Makkah, the Jews, and the 
hypocrites made an alliance aimed at wiping out the nascent Islamic 
community in Madinah. A 10,000 strong coalition force besieged Ma- 
dinah for over three weeks. It was both a military and economic siege 
which caused considerable suffering to the beleaguered Muslims. The 
Muslims dug a trench around Madinah which proved quite formida- 
ble. A fierce wind blew for three days which led to the disintegration 
and retreat of the coalition forces. 

The surah begins with initial statements urging the Messenger of Allah, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, to fear Allah, not to obey the 
disbelievers and the hypocrites, to follow Allah's law, and to put his 
trust in Allah. It also deals with the abolition of pagan social customs 
related to marriage and rules of divorce. The surah also refers to adop- 
tion, and modesty for ladies. We are told that the wife's conjugal rights 
should respected: divorced women are entitled to contract another 
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marriage. We are also told that the adopted child should not be re- 
garded as a natural son or daughter by the adoptive parents [from the 
point of view of his name nor in matters such as inheritance-Ed.] . The 
surah concentrates on women's modesty. Women are urged to do right 
action, fear Allah, establish prayer, pay zakat, not be over-soft in their 
speech but speak in a kindly way, not dress up fancily to show their 
charms, and observe modesty in their dress when in public. They are 
told that Allah has prepared forgiveness and a great reward for them. 
The surah also refers to family privacy which should be respected. No 
one is allowed to enter another house unless permission is given. When 
you are invited for a meal, do not arrive too early before the exact time 
of the invitation. When you finish your meal, do not linger too long 
for the sake of idle talk. A reference is also made to the hour of reck- 
oning and its terror. We are told that a blazing fire is prepared for the 
disbelievers to dwell in forever. 

Themes 

• Fear of Allah: Be Allah-conscious in order to be closer to Allah and 
to gain His support. 

• Trust in Allah: Put your total trust in Allah for He is the guardian of 
everything. 

• Gratitude: Be thankful to your Lord and show your gratitude to 
His infinite bounties. 

• Patience: Persevere during hard times and do not give up. 

• Hypocrisy: The hypocrites are dangerous elements in society. 

• The Prophet: The Prophet Muhammad is the model to be copied. 

• Modesty: Modesty in dress for ladies is essential for the establish- 
ment of a sound society. 

• Slander: False accusations should be abandoned. 

Surah Thirty Four 
Saba (Sheba) 

Outline 

Surah Saba belongs to the Makkan period and contains 54 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead and the Day 
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of Judgement. The surah derives its title from the story of Saba in ayat 
15-18 which refers to their luxurious lifestyle, extravagance, ingrati- 
tude towards Allah, and their associating others with Him. Saba is a 
city in the Yemen. The people of Saba were endowed with great good 
fortune. They were very skilful in engineering, rich in resources, and 
benefited from good weather and fertile soil. Their unique engineer- 
ing works were represented by the dam they built which was two 
miles long and 120 ft high. They became very prosperous and arro- 
gant, and their society split sharply between rich and poor. They were 
constant wrongdoers and associated others with Allah in their wor- 
ship. We are told that Allah's wrath afflicted them. A great flood dam- 
aged their dam in about 120 CE which led to catastrophic economic 
crisis and the downfall of the kingdom of Saba. Their fertile soil turned 
into a waste and their fruit trees turned into useless thorny bushes. 
The surah begins with statements glorifying Allah and praising His 
omniscience. The initial section of the surah also refers to the disbeliev- 
ers who disbelieve in the rising from the dead and life after death. Al- 
lah's omniscience is highlighted and we are told that even the Jinn (in- 
visible beings) do not have the faculty of omniscience. The surah attacks 
the pagan worship of idols, which are described as impotent and unable 
to give their worshippers any provision. We are also told briefly about 
Allah's bounties bestowed upon Dawud and Sulayman, peace be upon 
both of them, who were gifted with different outstanding abilities. 

The surah also refers to the Messenger of Allah Muhammad, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, who is sent by Allah to all mankind 
although the disbelievers reject the Qur'an and describe it as a lie. The 
Prophet is urged to be patient and ignore his opponents' accusations 
and slanders. As a consolation, he is told of the destruction inflicted 
on the old generations for rejecting their prophets. The last section of 
the surah appeals to the disbelievers to dedicate themselves to the 
pure worship of Allah and abandon the grave wrong action of associ- 
ating others with Him. 

Themes 

• Gratitude: Gratitude for Allah's bounties is an essential part of 
right action. Through gratitude to Allah, wrong actions can be for- 
given; ingratitude, however, brings about Allah's wrath and speeds 
up His vengeance. 
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• Power and grandeur: Human power and grandeur do not last for- 
ever. Human power is bound to decline sooner or later. Worldly power, 
family influence, resources and wealth are Allah's favours, which 
should be employed for the benefit of mankind and doing good. 

• Wisdom and power: These are bounties from Allah, which, therefore, 
must be employed to establish and enhance right action and justice. 

• Intercession: An important part of pure faith in Allah is the belief 
that no one can intercede with Allah, except by His permission 
and authorisation. Everyone is responsible for his/her deeds. 

• Truth and falsehood: Truth is final and will win through while false- 
hood will perish and he defeated. 

• Provision: Allah is the only supplier of provision. 

Surah Thirty Five 
The Originator of Creation 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 45 ayat whose 
main focus is tawhid, and iman in the angels, prophets, revealed books, 
and the Day of Judgement. The surah derives its title from the men- 
tion of the Originator of creation in ayah 1. 

The initial statement of the surah is about the creation of the angels 
who are different in the number of wings which they use to reach any 
place they are commanded to go in a manner and speed beyond our 
comprehension. The surah highlights Allah's omnipotence and unique 
creative power in order as evidence to support the fact that He has the 
power and ability to raise people to life after their deaths. He creates 
the heavens and the earth, He sends the winds to blow the clouds 
along, He creates man from dust then from a drop of semen then He 
fashions the cell into either of the two sexes. He knows of every fe- 
male what she conceives or gives birth. He creates two types of water: 
one is sweet and fresh to drink and the other is salty and bitter to 
drink, He merges the night into the day and merges the day into the 
night, He regulates the sun and the moon. He sends down rain from 
the sky to produce fruits of different colours, He creates mountains 
and rocks of different colours, and He creates men, crawling creatures 
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and cattle of different colours. The example of the rain is the meta- 
phor for the fact that Allah is able to raise up people after their deaths. 
The dead earth is revived by the rain and produces fruits of different 
colours and tastes, plants of different colours and size, flowers of dif- 
ferent colours and scents, and so on. 

The surah attacks the idols which are described as futile, unable ei- 
ther to hear nor provide any help to their pagan worshippers. The 
difference between the believers and the disbelievers is also high- 
lighted: The disbelievers are blind, deaf, dead, arrogant, plotters, and 
are like darkness. The believers, however, can see and hear, are living, 
and are like light. The fate of the two categories of people is also dif- 
ferentiated: Those who reject Allah will be in the eternal fire of Hell in 
which they will live and cry forever. The believers, however, will be 
rewarded with gardens of eternity, will be adorned with beautiful jew- 
ellery and silk, and will not experience any hard work or weariness. 

Themes 

• Allah's bounties: People need to be thankful to their Lord and 
show their gratitude to Him for He is their Sustainer and Cher- 
isher. 

• Need: Allah is perfect and free of all wants. He does not need 
mankind's help. It is mankind who are in need of His help. 

• Arrogance: The present life should not deceive you. Similarly, do 
not be deluded by your own wrong thoughts about Allah. This 
worldly life will not last forever. Thus, prepare yourself through 
right action for the Hereafter in order to win the gardens of eter- 
nity. 

• Allah's mercy: If Allah punishes people according to what they 
deserve or their wrong actions, a lot of people would have been 
destroyed by His punishment. However, He grants them a respite 
for a specific period of time and then He will deal with them ac- 
cording to their deeds with justice and mercy. 

• Loss: It is the disbelievers who will lose, and they will cause harm 
to themselves rather than to Allah. 

• Inheritor: Allah has made mankind the inheritors of the earth. 
They should, therefore, discern between truth and falsehood and 
between right and wrong. 
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Surah Thirty Six 
Ya-Sin 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 83 ayat whose 
main focal points are tawhid, prophethood, and the rising from the 
dead. The title derives its title from the initial word of the surah. The 
surah starts with an oath that the Qur'an is the speech of Allah, makes 
things clear and gives admonition, and that Muhammad, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, is a Messenger for the mercy of man- 
kind. The surah proceeds with news of disbelievers who are open op- 
ponents to the revelation and reject faith altogether, and we are told 
about their punishment in the Hereafter. The surah is emphatic that 
Allah will give life to the dead, that all deeds will be calculated and 
written down so that each one will be held responsible on the Day of 
Judgement for his/her deeds. We are also told about the disbelievers' 
argument that there will be no life after death because the dead will 
turn into dry and decomposed bones. We are told the answer that 
Allah Who created people for the first time will also be able to give life 
to the decomposed dead because He has full knowledge of every act 
of creation and whenAJlah intends a thing, His command is"Be", and 
it is. When the trumpet of rising from the dead is blown by the angel 
Israfil, the dead will swarm forth from their graves to meet their Lord. 
Only then the disbelievers will realise they are wrong and the pledge 
made by Allah and delivered through His prophets of the rising from 
the dead is true. 

The surah also tells us about the terror of the Day of Judgement and 
how the disbelievers dispute among themselves blaming each other for 
rejecting the truth and disbelieving their prophets. On the Day of Judge- 
ment, no one will be wronged in the least and everyone will be rewarded 
with what he/she was doing in the worldly life. Those who disbelieved 
and rejected iman will have awful torment. They will come face to face 
with the Fire of which they have been repeatedly warned. Their mouths 
will not be able to speak but instead their hands and feet will bear wit- 
ness to all that they did before. The believers, however, will be rewarded 
with gardens in which they will have whatever they call for. 
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Themes 

• Arrogance: The disbelievers obstinately deliver themselves to evil 
and wrongdoing. They are determined to resist any spiritual teach- 
ing and refuse to listen to Allah's message. Arrogance leads to self- 
destruction and brings about divine retribution. 

• Right conduct: The fear of Allah brings about His mercy, and His 
bounties will constantly increase. 

• Shaytan: Do not be an ally of Shaytan. He is an open enemy of 
mankind and he has led astray a great multitude of people. 

• Help: Allah alone can be of help to you whenever you appeal to 
Him. False gods are impotent and helpless. 

• Return: Everyone will meet Allah, the Lord of the universe. 

Surah Thirty Seven 
Those Ranged in Ranks 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 182 ayat which 
focus on the central tenet of tawhid in addition to prophethood, rev- 
elation, the rising from the dead and reward and punishment. The 
title is derived from the expression "ranged in ranks" mentioned in 
ayah 1, which refers to the angels who range themselves in ranks. 
This expression is an oath to stress that Allah is one. The initial ayat 
also indicate that although the angels are higher in status than man- 
kind, they are obedient to Allah, worship Him with humility, declare 
His glory and do what they are commanded to do. The surah also 
refers to the Jinn (the invisible beings) [some of whom are muslims] 
but some of whom are described in other surahs as rebellious and 
stubborn shaytans repelled from all sides, cast out from all grace, who 
will have perpetual torment. These humiliating statements about the 
Jinn are meant to refute the disbelievers' claim that the Jinn are re- 
lated to Allah and that they share Allah's omniscience which is spe- 
cifically refuted here. The surah is emphatic that Allah is free from 
what the disbelievers ascribe to Him. 

We are told about the disbelievers' rejection of the Qur'an, which was 
for them sheer magic, their rejection of the rising from the dead, and 
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their ridicule of the Messenger of Allah Muhammad, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, whom they described as mad or a poet. The 
surah answers their scepticism about the rising from the dead and re- 
minds them of their initial creation from sticky clay. On the Day of Judge- 
ment, they will admit their mistakes and wrongdoing and will taste pain- 
ful torment. They will be rewarded for what they have been doing in the 
worldly life, fed with repulsive food, and given boiling water to drink. 
The believers, however, will be rewarded with gardens of bliss in which 
they will enjoy honour and dignity. They will have all kinds of fruit, 
delicious drinks, comfortable seats, and chaste wives. 

The surah also provides a very brief reference to some of ancient proph- 
ets as admonition and a moral lesson in perseverance, obedience to 
and sacrifice for Allah, and endurance of hardship. We are told about 
their struggles to establish the truth of tawhid and their conflict with 
the wrongdoers and evil. The chapters refers to Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa 
and his brother Harun, Elijah, Lut, andYunus, peace be upon them. 

Themes 

• Rejection: The rejection of faith will be rewarded with painful tor- 
ment in the Hereafter. 

• Support: Those who believe and act righteously will be supported 
by Allah, saved from serious predicaments, and will be victorious. 

• Plotting: The disbelievers' plots against those who act honourably 
will be foiled by Allah and the plotters will eventually be humiliated. 

• Patience: A major prerequisite for success is patience. 

• Obedience to parents: Parents should be respected and obeyed, 
unless they are kuffar or call to disobedience towards Allah and 
His Messenger. 



Surah Thirty Eight 
Sad 

(a letter of the Arabic alphabet) 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 88 ayat which 
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focus on tawhid, revelation, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
and reward and punishment. The surah derives its title from the letter 
Sad in ayah 1, about whose meaning Allah knows best, although com- 
mentators have said various things. The surah highlights the tenet of 
tawhid in an attempt to convince the disbelievers to believe in one 
God and in His oneness, abandon all the false gods they are worship- 
ping, and verify that the Qur'an is Allah's speech and a message of 
admonition and that Muhammad is Allah's Messenger, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace. 

The disbelievers, however, declare their open opposition to the rev- 
elation, and they reject the truth. We, therefore, find a brief reference 
to the resilience of some of the ancient prophets whose people also 
disbelieved them and rejected their message. We are told briefly about 
Nuh, Hud, Musa, Salih, Lut, Ibrahim, Ishaq, andYa'qub, peace be upon 
them. We also find a reference to Dawud, Sulayman, and Ayyub who 
are men of insight and power but whose taqwa was predominant over 
their worldly power. Ishaq and Ayyub are referred to as men who pos- 
sessed power and insight. 

The surah highlights the unity of Allah, the Creator and Sustainer of 
everything, urges the reader to worship Allah, the Lord of the uni- 
verse, and reminds us of Shaytan's enmity towards mankind and his 
constant attempts to mislead people, lead them astray from the straight 
path, and encourage them to disbelieve in Allah. Muhammad the 
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, is re- 
ferred to as a plain warner. Descriptions of the delights of the Garden 
and the horror of the Fire are also provided as two parallel contrasts. 
We are told that the people of tawhid and right action will be rewarded 
with the Garden of eternity: This is a beautiful place of perpetual bliss, 
fruits and drink in abundance, chaste wives, and comfortable seats for 
relaxation are provided. The arrogant disbelievers, however, will be 
rewarded with the Fire: This is the worst retreat in which they will 
burn and which they will take as their bed; they will only taste either 
boiling or bitter cold water; and they will experience unhappiness, 
mutual bitter recriminations and spite. 

Themes 

• Perseverance: Success can be realised through patience and per- 
severance. 
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• Justice: Establish justice among people. Do not take accusations 
literally and at face value. Consider thoroughly the stories of both 
sides. Following one's own whims, interest in worldly power and 
self-pride can lead to miscarriages of justice. 

• Purpose: The creation of heaven and earth are for a purpose. Their 
creation postulates moral imperatives which lead to the recogni- 
tion of the unity of Allah and His unique creative power. 

• Self-glory: Shaytan is the symbol of arrogance and evil. Therefore, 
do not take him as an ally. Seek divine guidance and avoid false 
pride. 

• Meditation: Ponder over the meaning of every single ayah of the 
Qur'an. It is a Book full of blessings. 

Surah Thirty Nine 
The Crowds 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 75 ayat. The 
major focus of this surah is tawhid.The surah derives its title from the 
word 'crowds 'which occurs in ayat 71 and 73. The grave wrong action 
of association of others with Allah is highlighted and the pure wor- 
ship of Allah is encouraged. Allah's existence and oneness are central 
in this surah and man's weakness is exposed: People cry for help when 
trouble afflicts them, however, when Allah's favour is bestowed on 
them, they attribute it to themselves and assume that they have got it 
through their knowledge and good planning. Most people do not re- 
alise that Allah's favour is a test and the evil results of their deeds will 
fall back on them. 

The surah is emphatic that Allah is supreme without son, partner, equal, 
or helper. It urges the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, to dedicate himself to the worship of Allah alone. It 
also refers to the disbelievers' pagan beliefs and superstitions that the 
worship of their idols or other deities can bring them closer to Allah 
and can intercede with Him. The surah is emphatic that intercession 
is entirely Allah's affair. Evidence of Allah's existence and oneness is 
also presented: Allah created the heavens and the earth. He makes 
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the night overlap the day and the day overlap the night, He regulates 
the sun and the moon each running its course for a specific time. He 
created all mankind from a single person. He created eight types of 
cattle of either sex. He creates us in our mothers' wombs in stages. He 
sends down rain from the sky and lets it trickle through the earth into 
springs and makes it a means to produce crops of different colours, 
He knows the unseen and the visible, and He is the Creator of every- 
thing and is in charge of everything. 

The rising from the dead is also referred to and a scene describing the 
Day of Judgement is depicted. The Trumpet will be sounded and who- 
ever is in the heavens and on earth will be stunned. People will be 
paid in full for whatever they have been doing in the worldly life. They 
will be divided into two groups: one is saved and the other damned. 
The first group, the believers who acted with taqwa, will be driven 
along in throngs with dignity and honour to the Garden of perpetual 
bliss whose gates will swing open to them and they will be welcomed 
by its keepers. The second group is the disbelievers who rejected the 
truth and were wrongdoers. They will be driven along in throngs with 
humiliation and contempt to the Fire whose gates will swing open to 
their awful lodging as a consequence of their unrepented disbelief 
and wrong action. 

Themes 

• Devotion: Worship and sincere devotion are due to Allah alone. 

• Nature: We should ponder over nature and the universe because 
they represent a message of remembrance to people of understand- 
ing. 

• Ingratitude: If you reject Allah, He does not need your worship. 
Our ingratitude does not affect Allah at all. Allah, however, will be 
pleased with our gratitude and we will be rewarded with His grace 
and loving-kindness. 

• Losers: The real losers are those who on the Day of Judgement 
will not win the Garden of eternal bliss. If you believe in Allah and 
the revelation, however, you will reap the benefits but if you de- 
cide to go astray, you will harm no one but yourself. 

• Disbelief: The rejection of the revelation and the truth, and lying 
about Allah will lead to humiliation and punishment in the Fire. 
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• Return: Death is inevitable and everyone will meet Allah. 

• Intercession: Intercession by other people or false deities is void. 
Intercession belongs exclusively to Allah [and no one intercedes 
with Him except by His permission -Ed]. 

• Provision: Allah is the only supplier of your sustenance. 

• Despair: Turn to Allah alone and do not despair of Allah's mercy. 
He forgives all wrong actions. 

• Preparation: Prepare yourself for the Day of Judgement and the 
hour of reckoning. Believe in Allah and His revelation and do right 
actions. 



Surah Forty 
The Forgiver 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 85 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, the revelation, prophethood, and the rising from the 
dead. The surah derives its title from the expression 'the Forgiver' in 
ayah 3. The surah starts off with statements about Allah's revelation of 
the Qur'an and Allah's being described as the Forgiver of wrong ac- 
tions, Receiver of repentance. Strict in punishment. Limitless in His 
bounty, and there is no god but Him. It is only the disbelievers who 
dispute Allah's signs. They are bent on denying these evident signs 
which surround us and which all proclaim Allah's oneness and om- 
nipotence. Older generations also rejected the truth and argued against 
Allah's signs. We are told about a number of older prophets whose 
people ridiculed them, plotted against them, called them sorcerers, 
and argued against them with false arguments to refute the truth. Brief 
references are made to Nuh, Yusuf, Hud, and Salih, peace be upon 
them, but more details are given about Musa, peace be upon him, and 
his struggle against the corruption of Fir' awn. Fir' awn rejected Musa's 
message and plotted to kill him. Out of arrogance and derisively, 
Fir' awn commanded his chief adviser Haman to build him a lofty tower 
so that he could go to the top and see Musa's Ford. 

The surah reminds the reader of what happened in the end to deniers 
of the truth who lived before us. No one could shield them from Al- 
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lah's strict punishment. The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, is urged to be resilient and patient and to take a 
lesson from the prophets before him. The surah is emphatic that the 
rising from the dead and the Day of Judgement will take place. A scene 
from the Day of Judgement is shown. On this day, everyone will be 
rewarded for whatever he/she has done. Because of the horror of this 
day, hearts will come right up into the throats, the wrongdoers will 
have no friends and no intercessors, and Allah will judge in accord- 
ance justly and truly. We are told that the disbelievers will dispute 
with each other in the Fire, there will be mutual recriminations be- 
tween them, they will beg the guards of Hell to appeal Allah to reduce 
their torment by just one day, they will have fetters and chains placed 
around their necks, and they will be the fuel of the Fire. 

Evidence of Allah's omnipotence is provided: Allah has made the night 
for rest and the day for livelihood. He is the creator of everything. He 
has created the heavens and the earth. He has made the earth for us 
as a resting place and the sky as a canopy. He has given us beautiful 
forms and provided us with sustenance. He has created us from dust, 
then a sperm-drop then a leechlike clot, then a child, then we gain 
full strength, then we become old and then we die, He gives life and 
death, and He has made the cattle for us some for food and some as 
mounts. 

We are told about the angels who hymn Allah's glory and praise and 
seek forgiveness for the believers. The angels appeal to Allah to shield 
the believers from the torment of the blazing fire, to grant them the 
gardens of eternity, and shield them from their evil deeds. 

Themes 

• Alah's justice and mercy: Everyone who commits some bad deed 
will only be rewarded with something else like it. Believing men 
and women will enter the Garden of bliss. 

• Appeal: Appeal to Allah who will definitely respond to you and 
will answer your prayer. Do not be too proud to worship Him alone 
and do not associate anything or anyone with Him. 

• Worldly life: This worldly life is no more than a brief enjoyment 
while the life to come is the real eternal home. Earthly happiness 
does not last. 
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• Moral lessons: Remember the end of the ancient generations who 
rejected the truth and disbelieved their prophets. 

Surah Forty One 
Clearly Spelled Out 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 54 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead and reward 
and punishment. The surah derives its title from the expression"clearly 
spelled out" which occurs in ayah 2. The surah shows the reader that 
the Qur'an is sent down by Allah Who is full of wisdom and worthy of 
all praise, that it is a Book of exalted power, gives good news and 
admonition, and that no falsehood can approach it. The disbelievers, 
however, disbelieved the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, because he was an ordinary man. 

The surah reminds the Prophet to remember what happened to the 
prophets before him in their struggle against evil and disbelief. He is 
told that whatever is said to him is exactly what was said to the other 
prophets before him. All the prophets' messages have been the same: 
Believe in Allah alone, do not associate anything or anyone with Him, 
repent and act righteously. The prophets Hud and Salih were sent to 
the tribes of'Ad and Thamud but both were ridiculed and their mes- 
sage rejected by their people. As a result, 'Ad and Thamud were wiped 
out by furious gales and an earthquake respectively. 

A scene from the Day of Judgement is provided: The enemies of Allah 
are summoned marching in ranks to the Fire. When they reach the 
Fire, their hearing, eyesight, and skins will bear witness against them. 
The Fire will be their lodging and eternal home. A contrast with the 
believers is also provided: Angels will descend on those who do right 
action to reassure them and tell them of the good news that the Gar- 
den of eternal bliss they were promised is now theirs. 

We are told that Allah's power and glory are shown in His unique 
creation. The surah urges people not to worship the sun nor the moon 
because they are created by Allah and are signs of His power. Nature 
proclaims Allah's grace and omnipotence: Allah created the earth in 
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two days, placed on it firm mountains, and measured out its types of 
nourishment for it in four seasons. He turned towards heaven while it 
was still smoke. He constructed seven heavens within two days. He 
assigned to each heaven its own order. He decorated the skies nearest 
to the earth with lights. Allah gives life to the dead earth which is 
barren and desolate through the water that He sends down from the 
sky. Allah has power over all things. A simple and straightforward 
counter-argument of the denial of the rising from the dead is pro- 
vided: If Allah can give life to the dead earth. He surely can give life to 
dead people. Allah's omniscience is also referred to: Allah knows eve- 
rything. Allah knows every fruit that comes forth from the bosom of 
the earth. He also knows of every female that conceives or gives birth. 

Themes 

• Golden rule: Good and evil cannot be equal. Repel evil with some- 
thing that is better. Break the shackles of animosity. If there is en- 
mity between you and another person, look at him/her as your a 
close and true friend. 

• Counselling: The best counselling is calling fellow men and wo- 
men to Allah and to right action. 

• Witnesses: Your limbs and faculties will bear witness against you if 
you misuse them in any act of wrongdoing. 

• Refuge: Seek refuge in Allah whenever an impulse from Shaytan 
prompts you to blind anger, slander, quarrelling, etc. 

• Allah's justice and mercy: If you act righteously, you will benefit 
yourself and if you commit evil, you merely do so against your 
own interests. Allah is never unjust towards His slaves. Those who 
wilfully disbelieve and commit evil acts will be punished by Allah 
fairly [unless they repent or unless Allah graciously forgives them- 
Ed.] 

• Rivals: Do not set up rivals to Allah. He is the Lord of the universe 
and the Creator of everything and everyone. 

• Weakness: People are never tired of asking for the good things of 
life. However, when some evil afflicts them, they give up all hope 
and they despair. When Allah's favour is bestowed on them, they 
become ungrateful and arrogant. 
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Surah Forty Two 
Consultation 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 53 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, belief in the angels and prophets, the rising from the 
dead, reward and punishment, the revelation, and prophethood. The 
surah derives its title from the mention of consultation which occurs 
in ayah 38. The surah affirms the qualities of the Qur'an: It is revealed 
by Allah as a mercy, guidance, and warning for all mankind; and it 
leads to the straight path. The surah is emphatic that the same deen 
has been prescribed for all nations of all generations and that all the 
prophets have been sent with the same message: Worship Allah alone 
and do not associate anything or anyone with Him. The Prophet Mu- 
hammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, is urged to re- 
main steadfast and maintain the truth, not to make divisions within 
it, and to invite people to it. We are told that the believers are aware of 
the dreadful reality of the Day of Judgement and the hour of reckon- 
ing and they are trying hard to be well prepared for it and to escape 
the painful torment in the Hereafter. The disbelievers, however, deny 
the Day of Judgement and ridicule this important fact. They sarcasti- 
cally and defiantly wonder if it is true, saying'let it come at once'. 
The surah encourages mankind to obey the Messenger of Allah Mu- 
hammad and accept his message and warns them against the Day of 
Judgement and its horrors. 

Nature proclaims Allah's power and unity: Allah created the heavens 
and the earth. He sends down rain even after people have lost all 
hope. He created animals and scattered them. Also among His signs 
are the ships which sail like floating mountains through the seas and 
the wind which drives them. Allah has control over the heavens and 
the earth. According to His will and plan, Allah gives to parents the 
gift of daughters only, sons only, or both daughters and sons. He makes 
anyone He wishes barren. 

Themes 

• Blasphemy: Associating others, things or persons, with Allah is a 
great wrong action and a blasphemy. 
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• Consultation: Mutual consultation is vital for the successful con- 
duct of affairs. 

• Revenge: Do not indulge in any act of revenge against your former 
oppressor when you win your struggle. Exercise forgiveness and 
reconciliation. Do not mistreat other people or behave outra- 
geously. 

• Relatives: Show affection towards your relatives. 

• Misfortune: Any misfortune that happens to you occurs because 
of your own fault. Allah is innocent of your mistakes. 

• Worldly life: Enjoyment during this worldly life is passing but the 
pleasure of the life in the Hereafter is lasting. 

• Justice: Judge justly between people regardless of their religion, 
race or status, and do not oppress them. 

• Patience and forgiveness: Patience in adversity and forgiveness 
are an exercise of courageous will and resolution in the conduct of 
affairs. 



Surah Forty Three 
Gold Adornments 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 89 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, the rising from the dead and reward and punish- 
ment. The surah derives its title for the mention of adornments occur- 
ring in ayah 35. The surah highlights the notion that this worldly life is 
nothing but false glitter and adornments which do not last forever. It is 
a life which is for both the good and the bad while the life in the Here- 
after is the real everlasting life the delight of which is only for the good. 
The surah begins with a description of the Qur'an as the a clear Book 
full of wisdom. Yet, the disbelievers still reject it and disbelieve the 
prophethood of the Messenger of Allah Muhammad, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, simply because he is a mortal human being. 
The surah reassures the Prophet that he is on the straight way, urges 
him to hold fast to whatever has been revealed to him, and reminds 
him of how the prophets of old struggled with their nations and how 
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they were rejected and persecuted. 

The surah attacks the disbelievers' superstitious belief that the angels 
are Allah's daughters. The reference to some of the prophets such as 
Ibrahim, Musa, and 'Isa, peace be upon him, is meant to prove that 
they were mortal men chosen by Allah to serve as His messengers, to 
advise their nations to worship Allah alone and warn them against 
shirk - the ascription of partners to Allah. However, most of them 
were ridiculed and rejected. 

Two parallel contrasts are provided between the disbelievers and the 
believers on the Day of Judgement. The disbelievers are described as 
being unjust to themselves, having hatred for the truth, lost in hope- 
less despair. The disbelieving wrongdoers will remain in Hell's tor- 
ment, which will not he eased for them. On the other hand, the be- 
lievers will enter the Garden with their wives to live there forever by 
virtue of their iman and past good deeds. 

We are told about Allah's omnipotence, that Allah is the Creator of 
everything, and that no one can intercede without His permission. 
Nature demonstrates Allah's unity and unique creative power. Allah 
created the heavens and the earth, He made the earth a cradle for us. 
He sends down rain from the sky to revive a dead land with it. He 
created pairs of all things, and He made ships and cattle for us to ride. 

The surah reminds people of the serious mistake they make in their 
worship. We are told that people blindly adhere to what they regard 
as the faith of their ancestors without realising they are committing 
the serious wrong actions of blasphemy and association of others with 
Allah as His partners. 

Themes 

• Worldly life: This life is full of false glitter and adornments which will 
not last. Be prepared for the real everlasting life in the Hereafter. 

• Association: The greatest wrong actions of all is association of part- 
ners with Allah. We should truly worship and serve Allah alone. 

• Retribution: Allah's retribution will afflict those who reject the truth. 

• Remembrance of Allah: If you fail to remember Allah, a shaytan 
will accompany you all the time. 

• Shaytan: Shaytan is the avowed enemy of all mankind. Avoid him 
and do not take him as an ally. 
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Surah Forty Four 
Smoke 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 59 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, the revelation, prophethood, and rising from the dead. 
The surah derives its title from the mention of smoke which occurs in 
ayah 10. It starts with the description of the Qur'an as a clear Book, 
sent down on a blessed night (of Ramadan), a message of mercy from 
Allah to warn mankind against evil, and a reminder to all of us. A 
description of Allah is also given: He is the one true God and there is 
no god but He, He has no partner, and He is Lord of the heavens and 
the earth and all between them, our Lord as well as the Lord of our 
ancestors. He gives life and death. He hears and knows everything. 

The disbelievers are still sceptical about Allah and His might. They 
just play around in doubt until the Day of Judgement takes them by 
surprise. One of the signs of this Day is the smoke in the sky envelop- 
ing the people, which signals the approach of the last hour on this 
planet. Then, it will be too late for the disbelievers to repent and their 
appeal to Allah to remove their penalty will not be answered. The 
surah also reminds the disbelievers of the fate of previous nations 
who were wiped out for their disbelief in Allah and rejection of the 
truth. A brief reference is made to the destruction of Fir' awn who was 
arrogant and enjoyed wrongdoing and oppression. Fir' awn and his 
nation were wiped out and they left behind them their noble build- 
ings, gardens, streams, fields, and all their wealth. Musa, peace be 
upon him, and his followers, however, were saved and the Children 
of Israel were given blessings, but later they failed the trust of Allah, 
forgot Allah's favours, and did not fulfil their covenant. They are also 
reminded of another nation who lived in Yemen who were also wiped 
out for their wrongdoing in worshipping heavenly bodies instead of 
Allah. 

The surah reiterates the realities of the rising from the dead and the 
Day of Judgement as reminders to the sceptics who are in doubt of 
being raised up again after their deaths. It provides two parallel and 
contrasting scenes: one the disbelievers and the other those who acted 
righteously. On the Day of Judgement, the wrongdoers will be shown 
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the Fire they were in doubt of and will be dragged into it, scalding 
water will be poured over their heads, and the will be given bitter 
food and boiling water to drink. The Allah-conscious, however, will 
have a supreme achievement and be in a secure and peaceful place 
with beautiful gardens and springs; they will be dressed in silk, have 
their companions and all kinds of fruit. 

Themes 

• Creation: The creation of the heavens and the earth has been for a 
wise and meaningful purpose which is so that we should do good, 
be heedful and Allah-conscious. If creation were merely for idle 
play, life on this planet would be utterly meaningless. Life has a 
meaningful purpose. 

• Playing around: Be heedful and make use of your time to prepare 
for the Hereafter. Do not be arrogant towards Allah. 

•The oppressed: Allah supports the oppressed and saves them from 
their predicament. 



Surah Forty Five 
Bowing the Knee 

Outline 

This is a surah from the Makkan period which contains 37 ayat focus- 
ing on tawhid, prophethood, the rising from the dead, and reward 
and punishment. The surah derives its title from the expression"bow- 
ing the knee"which occurs in ayah 28. We are told in this surah about 
the horror of the Day of Judgement where people will be kneeling in 
humility and apprehension; everyone will be called upon to face his / 
her record which speaks the truth about every single deed. 

The initial section speaks about obstinate wrongdoers who reject the 
signs of Allah and take them as a joke. They are promised a humiliat- 
ing penalty. We are reminded of Allah's bounties bestowed on people: 
the sea is subjected for the benefit of mankind, and all that is in the 
heavens and on earth is also subjected for the benefit of mankind. 
We are told about divine favours bestowed on the Children of Israel: 
They were given the bounty of guidance, the Book, wisdom, prophet- 
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hood, the good things of life, and were favoured above all other peo- 
ple of their time. However, out of jealousy and envy among them- 
selves, they held divergent views, became divided among themselves, 
and became rebellious towards Allah. They also rejected the revela- 
tion and disbelieved the prophethood and messengership of Muham- 
mad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. The Prophet Muham- 
mad is urged to follow Allah's revelation, not to follow their whims, 
and to ignore what they say about him. 

The surah also refers to the disbelievers who are sceptical about the 
rising from the dead and the Day of Judgement. It draws a distinction 
between the Allah-conscious and arrogant wrongdoers. The believer 
who is guided, does right actions, serves and worships Allah alone, 
and believes in the rising from the dead. The disbeliever, however, is 
misguided, arrogant, derides Allah's signs and his prophets, commits 
evil deeds, worships his/her own vain desires, his/her hearing and 
understanding are sealed, and a veil is placed on his/her eyesight. 

Themes 

• Divine justice: Everyone will be rewarded for whatever he/she has 
done. No one will be wronged. 

• Achievement: If you do what is right and just, it will be for your 
own good. If you do evil, you will hurt no one but yourself. 

• Creation: The creation of the heavens and the earth has been for a 
wise and meaningful purpose which is that of doing good, being 
heedful and Allah-conscious. If creation were merely for idle play, 
life on this planet would be utterly meaningless. Life has a mean- 
ingful purpose. 

• Alliance: Evildoers are friends and protectors of one another. Allah 
is surely the Protector of those who are conscious of Him. 

Surah Forty Six 
Winding Sand-Tracts 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 35 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, the revelation, the rising from the dead and reward 
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and punishment. The title expression occurs in ayah 21 which refers 
to the curving sand-tracts in the country of the tribe of'Ad in southern 
Arabia. The tribe of 'Ad had strong bodies, were tall in stature and 
skilful builders. They had natural resources, a fertile land and an irri- 
gation system which gave them power and enabled them to become 
a wealthy nation. Their wealth, however, turned them against the truth 
and oppression became a common practice within their nation. Their 
prophet Hud, peace be upon him, warned them against the wrong 
actions of associating others as partners with Allah, rejection of the 
truth, and oppression. They ignored him and, as a result, they were 
wiped out by a severe sandstorm, and only the ruins of their houses 
remain. This is a reminder to other disbelievers who still reject faith 
and disbelieve the revelation. 

The surah attacks the pagan practice of idol worship. The idols are 
described as impotent objects which cannot create anything nor can 
they benefit or harm anyone. On the contrary they are created and 
worshipped by the same people. We are told about how nature pro- 
claims Allah's unique creative power and typifies His unity and exist- 
ence. The creation of mankind, the heavens and the earth is for a wise 
and meaningful purpose. The disbelievers, however, are sceptical about 
the revelation; they assume that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, has forged the Qur'an and that it is 
sorcery. The surah also refers briefly to Allah's omnipotence and that 
Allah is able to give life to the dead. 

We are also told about the story of the Jinn (the invisible beings) who 
listened to the reading of the Qur'an with respect, were impressed by 
its wisdom and believed in it. Then they went back to their people to 
tell them the good news. This story is meant to remind disbelievers 
that even the Jinn have been impressed by and believed in the revela- 
tion while human wrongdoers still reject it. The surah urges the Prophet 
to be patient with them and not to ask for a speedy doom for those 
who still deny the truth. 

The surah provides two parallel and contrasting views, one of a be- 
liever who is kind and grateful to his parents and the other of a disbe- 
liever who is unkind and ungrateful to his parents. We are reminded 
here of the pain and trouble our mothers experience during preg- 
nancy and birth. Also mothers are advised that the maximum period 
of breastfeeding is 24 months. 
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Themes 

• Destruction: The denial of the truth, association of partners with 
Allah and oppression bring about Allah's wrath. 

• Allah's glory: If people refuse to believe the truth, this has not the 
least effect on Allah's glory 

• Parents: Be kind and grateful to your parents and wish them well. 

• Patience: Be patient in adversity to achieve your goal. 

Surah Forty Seven 
Muhammad 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 38 ayat which 
focus on the establishment of a strong moral and social practice for 
the individual in the new fragile Muslim community. The title word 
occurs in ayah 2 which declares that Muhammad, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, is the last prophet sent by Allah to all man- 
kind, and that he has the truth which guides people to the straight 
way. 

The surah mainly deals with fighting, self-sacrifice, and giving sada- 
qah for Allah's cause and in defence of the faith and freedom. The 
surah urges the believers to fight those bent on following falsehood 
and help the cause of Allah. The believers are promised support and 
victory from Allah. In the Hereafter, the believers are also promised 
the Garden of eternal bliss: It will have rivers whose water will never 
stagnate, rivers of milk whose flavour will never change, rivers of wine, 
rivers of pure honey, all kinds of fruit, and forgiveness from Allah. 

Two parallel and contrasting views are provided, one of the Allah - 
conscious and the other of the rejectors of the truth. The believers 
worship Allah to win His mercy and the Garden. The disbelievers, 
however, worship their whims and passions, but they end up in the 
torment of the Fire. They enjoy their life in this world and eat as do 
cattle. 

The disbelievers are also reminded of the fate of previous nations who 
denied the truth and were destroyed as a result. We are also told about 
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the hypocrites, those halfhearted followers of Islam who have double 
standards. They pretend to be Muslims, but at the same time they plot 
to destroy Islam. They are described as those whose hearts contain 
malice who are exposed by their speech and behaviour. 

Themes 

• Worldly life: The life of this world is a passing delight but you have 
to guard against evil, be heedful and prepare to win eternal happy 
life in the Hereafter. 

• Support: Self-sacrifice and support should be done for the cause 
of Allah. 

• Protection: Allah is the Protector of the believers while the disbe- 
lievers have no protector. 

Surah Forty Eight 
Victory 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 29 ayat which 
focus on fighting in the way of Allah, support for the Messenger of 
Allah Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and on 
the hypocrites. The word "victory" is the keynote to this surah and it 
occurs in ayah 1. 

The surah refers to the historic agreement of Hudaybiyyah between 
the disbelievers of Makkah and the Prophet, which took place in the 
sixth year of the Hijrah calendar. This agreement represents a major 
political victory for the Muslims and a recognition of their newly es- 
tablished community. The surah is emphatic that victory is granted by 
Allah only, for He puts tranquillity and courage into the hearts of the 
fighting believers and encourages them to hold firm to their ground 
and continue fighting. Also, it is Allah who casts terror into the hearts 
of the fighting disbelievers. 

We are told about the hypocrites who lag behind and give different 
false excuses to avoid joining the battle. They are described as people 
with shaky faith, who are only after worldly gains and the war booty, 
lost in wickedness, and that they entertain evil thoughts. 
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The companions of the Prophet, however, are described as compas- 
sionate among themselves but strict and unyielding towards the dis- 
believers, they bow and prostrate themselves in prayer seeking Allah's 
grace and pleasure, their faces show marks of their prostration, they 
are promised forgiveness by Allah and a supreme reward. The surah 
makes the statement about male and female hypocrites and polythe- 
ists who entertain evil thoughts about Allah that they will be encom- 
passed by the wrath of Allah, they are cursed, and the Fire has been 
prepared for them. 

Themes 

• Worldly gains: Fighting in the way of Allah is hard striving. It is 
different from fighting for plunder and should not be for personal 
gains or the booty of war. 

• The Prophet: The Prophet Muhammad is sent as a witness to the 
truth, a herald of glad tidings and a warner. Allah has sent him 
with guidance and the deen of truth. 

• Hypocrisy: having ill thoughts about Allah generates hypocrisy 
which is a serious individual and social ill. Have firm faith in Allah 
and rely totally on Him. 

Surah Forty Nine 
The Inner Apartments 

Outline 

This surah is from the Madinan period and contains 18 ayat whose 
main focus is on social relationships among the community. The title 
comes from the reference in ayah 4 to the expression"the inner apart- 
ments", which were used by the Prophet's numerous family. When a 
group of people came to offer their acceptance of Islam, they shouted 
out to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, from 
outside his apartments, which showed lack of respect to him and an 
intrusion on his family's privacy. 

The surah provides a pleasing set of values related to courtesy and 
respectful behaviour towards each other, in general, and towards the 
Prophet as Messenger of Allah and leader of the community, in par- 
ticular. It establishes the principle of brotherhood among the Muslim 
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community. 

Themes 

• Good manners and respectful behaviour should be shaped by the 
following: 

(i) Respect the commands of Allah and His Messenger. No 
one is allowed to take a decision on any matter without 
consulting the Prophet, i.e., the Sunnah of the Messenger, 
and also his representatives, the leaders and people of 
knowledge. 

(ii) Do not raise your voices in the presence of the Prophet, 
i.e., your leaders and the people of knowledge. 

(iii) Do not believe in rumours. They should be tested. 

(iv) Do not ridicule others and avoid words that hurt the feel- 
ings of other people. 

(v) Avoid suspicion and spying. 

(vi) Right action and taqwa outweigh considerations of race. 
Different nations should get together to know each other 
regardless of race. 

(vii) Patch up quarrels. 

(viii) Do right actions to prove your faith. Iman is not merely a 
matter of words. 

(ix) Be grateful to Allah for the bounty of iman. 

(x) Strive in Allah's way with wealth and self. 

Surah Fifty 
Qaf 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 45 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, the rising from the dead and reward and punish- 
ment. The title of this surah refers to the letter Qaf which occurs in 
ayah 1 and whose meaning here is best known to Allah but about 
which some commentators have spoken. The surah mainly deals with 
the disbelievers' scepticism and denial of the Day of Judgement and 
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that their only argument is that when they die and become dust, their 
recreation or rising from the dead is far-fetched. The surah provides a 
counter-argument to this by stating that Allah was not worn out by 
the first creation; He gives life and death; He gives life to the land that 
is dead; He created man, the heavens and the earth and all between 
them in six days. 

The surah reminds the disbelievers of the agony of death, the trumpet 
of the Last Hour and the rising from the dead, and the scenes of the 
Day of Judgement: every single soul will be accompanied by an angel 
as a witness. The disbelievers will be thrown into the Fire because 
they were suspicious, aggressive, and stubborn rejectors of Allah. They 
used to forbid what was good. The right-acting, however, will be taken 
to the Garden which is promised them. They used to fear Allah, turn 
in devotion to Him, and exercise sincere repentance. The surah re- 
minds the reader of the fate of the old generations who rejected the 
truth the peoples of Nuh, the tribes of Thamud and 'Ad, the people of 
Fir' awn, and the people of the prophet Lut, who were destroyed in 
spite of their wealth and resources. The surah urges the Prophet Mu- 
hammad to be patient and to act righteously. 

Themes 

• Justice: Allah is just towards all mankind. 

• Patience: Exercise patience and perseverance to achieve your goal. 

• Unmindful: Do not be heedless of the Day of Judgement. Be pre- 
pared for it to win the Garden of eternal bliss and avoid painful 
torment. 

• The Qur'an: Use the Qur'an for admonition and warn people by 
means of it. 



Surah Fifty One 
The Winds That Scatter 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 60 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, prophethood, the revelation, and reward and pun- 
ishment. The title expression"the winds that scatter" occurs in ayah 1 
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which refers to the winds which scatter particles of dust far and wide 
and carry rain-clouds. The wind can be for a good end when it revives 
dead land to produce food and for a bad end when it is sent for de- 
struction and to remind people of Allah's omnipotence. 

The surah also makes reference to the ships which sail gently in the 
rivers and seas which Allah has made for the benefit of mankind. We 
are told about the angels who carry out the commands of Allah and 
the sky which is full of spheres. All these are signs which point to the 
unity of Allah. Allah is described as the Lord of power who governs 
the universe, gives people their sustenance, gives life and death, and 
Who is the Lord of heaven and earth. The evidence of Allah's om- 
nipotence is also present on the earth and in ourselves, in the con- 
struction of the universe, and the creation of pairs of everything. 

The story of Ibrahim, peace be upon him, is also another evidence of 
Allah's power. Ibrahim was very old as was his wife who was past the 
age of childbearing. They were told by the angels that they were going 
to have a baby but were astonished at that. It was true and Ishaq, 
peace be upon him, was bom. The rejectors of the truth are reminded 
of these signs and warned against the consequences that they may 
encounter as a result of their denial. A reference to some of the old 
generations and their fates is given: The people of Sodom and Go- 
morrah and Fir' awn, and the tribes of 'Ad andThamud.The Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, is urged to 
turn away from the obstinate disbelievers; he will not be blamed for 
their wrong actions but he should carry on teaching the believers the 
benefits of the revelation and remind them of Allah's glory. 

The surah also provides two contrasting pictures of the believers and 
disbelievers: The Allah-conscious act righteously, worship Allah at 
length during the night and early dawn, help the poor and the desti- 
tute financially, and will therefore be rewarded with gardens and 
springs to enjoy. The rejectors of the truth, however, act arrogantly, 
disbelieve the Day of Judgement, are deluded and therefore will face 
painful torment. 

Themes 

• Retribution: Acting arrogantly and rejecting the truth are like sow- 
ing the seeds of retribution. Remember the fate of past disbeliev- 
ing generations. 
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• Allah's signs: Investigate and reflect on the signs of Allah which 
are all around us and within ourselves. 

• Loss: The fate of past generations who defied their prophets indi- 
cates one catastrophic end, namely, self-destruction. If you reject 
faith, you will be the loser. 

• Need: Allah is independent of people and of all needs. It is people 
who need Allah. 

• Creation: The creation of mankind is for a wise and meaningful 
purpose, namely to worship Allah and not simply to eat and sleep 
like animals. 



Surah Fifty Two 
The Mount 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 49 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, the revelation, prophethood, the rising from the dead, 
and reward and punishment. The title of the surah comes from the 
reference in ayah 1 to Mount Sinai on which Musa, peace be upon 
him, received his revelation. The disbelievers' accusations against the 
Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, are 
referred to here. He was accused of being a vulgar fortune-teller, a 
poet, and a madman. 

The rising from the dead is a lie for the disbelievers but the surah is 
emphatic that it is not an illusion but a reality; it is inevitable and will 
certainly take place. On the Day of Judgement, the sky will shift about 
and the mountains travel around. Those who treat truth as falsehood 
will be pushed into the Fire they have been denying and rewarded for 
their wrongdoing. The god-conscious, however, will be rewarded with 
gardens of eternal bliss where comfortable seats, drinks, food, and 
beautiful spouses are provided as a reward for their good deeds. 

The surah challenges the rejectors to produce something like the 
Qur'an. It confirms that there is no other deity beside Allah, that He is 
the Creator of the heavens and the earth, that He has infinite knowl- 
edge and power, that He has no partner, and that He knows all the 
hidden reality of all that exists. The surah urges the Messenger of Allah 
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to act patiently and to sing Allah's praises and glory at night and dawn. 



Themes 

• Patience: Hold on to your faith with patience. 

• Reward: If you act righteously, you will be saved from painful tor- 
ment. 

• Appeal: If you are in need, appeal to your Lord directly for He is 
the Merciful and the Beneficent. 

Surah Fifty Three 
The Star 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 62 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, prophethood, the revelation, and rising from the dead. 
The word 'star' which occurs in ayah 1 is the keyword of this surah. 
The surah affirms revelation and prophethood, which the disbelievers 
deny. The surah is emphatic that the Qur'an is revealed by Allah, that 
the revelation is not an illusion but it is indeed conveyed through the 
angel Jibril (Gabriel). The surah is interpreted to mean that the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, saw the angel 
Jibril in his visible form twice: first, when he brought the first revela- 
tion to him, and second, at the Prophet's ascension. 

The surah warns the disbelievers against their vanities and urges them 
to believe that the rising from the dead is not an illusion and it is 
inevitable. It attacks their false gods and idols, their superstitious be- 
liefs that the angels are females, and that both the angels and the 
idols can intercede with Allah and influence His decisions. We are 
told that this is merely a guess which is not founded on any firm evi- 
dence or truth. 

The surah asserts Allah's unity through a demonstration of His unique 
creative power: He brings us into being from dust and when we are 
still hidden in our mothers' wombs, He has knowledge of the unseen. 
He brings death and grants life. He makes you laugh and cry. He cre- 
ates both sexes, male and female, from a drop of semen. He has the 
power to bring about a second creation by raising up the dead, He is 
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the Creator and Cherisher of the universe, and He is the one who 
gives wealth and riches. The surah urges the Prophet to avoid those 
who turn away from the message of Islam and are only interested in 
the worldly life. 

Themes 

• Adoration: Allah is ample in forgiveness. Therefore, adore Him 
and do not be too proud and arrogant to prostrate yourself before 
Him. 

• Responsibility: Everyone is responsible for his/her own deeds.You 
will be rewarded for what effort you have made. 

• Time wasting: Do not use your time in vanities. Take things seri- 
ously. Worship and adore Allah to be ready for eternal life in the 
Hereafter. 

• Return: Everyone will indeed meet Allah in the Hereafter. All things 
and matters return to Allah. 

Surah Fifty Four 
The Moon 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 55 ayat which 
focus on the approach of the Last Hour, the rejection of warnings and 
following one's own whims and desires. The title of the surah refers to 
the moon which is mentioned in ayah 1. We are told that the moon 
split apart as a miracle in support of the prophethood of Muhammad, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, so that the disbelievers 
could see the truth for themselves.The splitting of the moon was wit- 
nessed by the Prophet, his companions, and the disbelievers. Although 
the disbelievers testified to this miracle, they continued their rejection 
and denial of the revelation. This, however, was a visible warning that 
the hour of judgement is near and imminent and that the rising from 
the dead is inevitable. The event of the rising from the dead is referred 
to: When the trumpet is blown, people will answer that call and come 
out of their graves like scattered locusts, running in confusion and 
overwhelmed by shock, with their eyes downcast unable to move be- 
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cause of fear. The surah also makes a brief reference to the stories of 
the wicked and arrogant who defied and rejected the truth, such as 
the people who rejected Nuh, the tribes of 'Ad andThamud, and the 
peoples of Sodom and Gomorrah and of Fir' awn. All of these nations 
rejected the warning and continued in their disbelief and wrong ac- 
tions; as a result, they all perished. 

The surah reiterates repeatedly that the Qur'an is made easy for every- 
one to understand and follow but no one seems to listen to admoni- 
tion or take it seriously. A scene from the Day of Judgement describes 
the disbelievers as lost in wrong action and sunk in error and folly. 
They will be dragged face down into the Fire. The Allah-conscious, 
however, will enjoy Gardens of eternal bliss. 

Themes 

• Admonition: Turn to truth and take the warning seriously, other- 
wise you will perish as did past generations. 

• The Qur'an: Listen to the message of the Qur'an. It is easy to un- 
derstand and follow. 

• Creation: Nothing has been created haphazardly. Everything is 
created in due proportion and is subjected to Allah's law and plan. 

• Record: Everything you do, small or great, is recorded. You will be 
rewarded for what you do. 

Surah Fifty Five 
The Most Gracious 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 78 ayat which 
focus on the revelation, Allah's infinite favours bestowed on man- 
kind, Allah's unique creative power, and the Day of Judgement. The 
title expression the "Most Gracious" occurs in ayah l.The surah pro- 
vides details of Allah's omnipotence and His creative power as an in- 
dication of His wisdom: He created the sun and moon which run their 
courses accurately, the shrubs and trees bow to Allah in worship. He 
raised the sky up. He spreads out the earth and produces fruits and 
grains of various kinds for His creatures. He creates man from sound- 
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ing clay and the Jinn from smoke-free fire. He separates the sweet 
water of rivers from the salt water of seas. He creates the pearls and 
coral, and He makes ships sail through the seas. We are told that on 
the Day of Judgement, the sky will split open and become like burn- 
ing oil. 

The surah also provides some details of the Garden which will be the 
eternal dwelling of the righteous: There will be all kinds of trees and 
fruits, two flowing springs, beautiful wives, and carpets and comfort- 
able seats. 

Themes 

• Death: Everyone will perish except Allah who endures forever. 

• Gratitude: Be thankful to Allah and show your gratitude for His 
infinite favours. 

• Justice: Establish justice and be fair with people. 

Surah Fifty Six 
The Inevitable 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 96 ayat which 
focus on the Day of Judgement and the rewards on that day. The title 
comes from the reference in ayah 1 to the expression"the inevitable". 
We are told that rising from the dead is not an illusion but is inevita- 
ble and that on the Day of Judgement, the earth will be shaken se- 
verely and the mountains will crumble to pieces. People will be di- 
vided into three categories: 

(i) The nearest to Allah. They are the foremost in faith and 
good deeds. 

(ii) Ordinary righteous people who acted correctly and kindly. 

(iii) The companions of the Fire. 

The surah refers to the disbelievers'scepticism about the hour of judge- 
ment. It also reminds them of the agony of the moment of death when 
the soul of the dying person reaches his/her throat. In a form of rhe- 
torical questions, the surah gives some details of Allah's unique crea- 
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tive power: Allah is the Creator of everything and everyone, He is the 
Creator of both male semen and the female ovum, He is the Creator 
of crops, water and fire, and He decides death for everyone. 

Themes 

• Gratitude: Be thankful to Allah and show your gratitude for His 
infinite favours bestowed on you. 

• Praise: Celebrate the limitless glory of your Lord. 

Surah Fifty Seven 
Iron 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 29 ayat which 
focus on tawhid and spending in the way of Allah. The cue-word of 
the surah is "iron" which occurs in ayah 25. The notion of iron is em- 
ployed here to refer to its value in both construction during peace and 
in weaponry during war. The surah urges the reader to believe whole- 
heartedly and without any doubt in Allah and provides evidence of 
both His omniscience and His unity and unique creative power: Allah 
is the Powerful and the Wise, He creates and controls the heavens and 
the earth. He gives life and death. He knows all that enters the earth 
and all that comes out of it. He knows what comes down from the sky 
and goes up to into it. He merges the night into the day and merges 
the day into the night, He knows the secrets of everyone. He is with 
us wheresoever we are, and He holds the heritage of the heavens and 
the earth. The surah refers to 'Isa, peace be upon him, and the Injil 
given to him. We are told that Allah placed mercy and compassion in 
the hearts of the disciples who followed 'Isa. However, they them- 
selves invented monasticism, and then were unable to observe it as it 
ought to be observed. The surah also refers to the noble reward given 
to right-acting men and women and to the humiliating reward of the 
Fire for hypocritical men and women. 

Themes 

• Spending: Spend generously in the way of Allah. Whatever you spend 
will be increased manifoldly to your credit. Remember that bounty 
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is entirely in Allah's hand and that Allah is limitless in His bounty. 
Also, do not act in a niggardly way nor encourage others to do so. 

• Worldly life: The life of this world is self-delusion, play, a passing 
delight, a show, competition and greed for more and more wealth 
and children. We should compete for forgiveness from our Lord 
and to win the Hereafter. 

• Allah's mercy: Through right action, fear of Allah, and seeking 
Allah's forgiveness, we can attain Allah's mercy. 

• Fairness: Establish justice among people and be fair. 

Surah Fifty Eight 
The Pleading Woman 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 22 ayat which 
focus on some Islamic legal rulings and manners. The title of the surah 
refers to the domestic problems of a lady called Khawla bintTha'labah 
who came to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
pleading with him about a type of mock divorce which was a pagan 
habit in which the husband rejected his wife, without divorcing her, 
and she only became bound to household duties with no other rights. 
This iniquitous pagan practice is severely condemned in this surah. 

We also encounter a set of values which the surah urges the Muslims 
to abide by. The surah refers to other unethical habits such as secret 
counsels and alliances with the enemies of Allah and His Messenger. 
It refers to the hypocrites - disaffected Muslims who are in alliance 
with the Jews - who leak sensitive information about the Muslim com- 
munities to their allies. We are urged to establish the prayer, pay the 
zakat, and obey Allah and His Messenger. 

Themes 

• Women's rights: Respect women's rights. A lady's plea was heard 
by Allah even though spoken quietly and confidentially in the 
house of A'ishah to the Prophet, and support was provided. 

• Secret counsels: This is an act of evil inspired by Shaytan. It is im- 
moral and can make the brotherhood of the Muslims disintegrate. 
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• Alliance: Do not make alliances with the enemies of Allah and His 
Messenger. 

• Assemblies: Make room for others at meetings or assemblies to 
show respect for and courtesy towards them. This can enhance 
the unity of the Muslim community. 

• Humiliation: Do not resist Allah and His Messenger, as this will 
lead to one's own humiliation. 

• Oaths: Admit your mistakes and do not make false oaths to dis- 
guise your misdeed. Making false oaths can sow doubts in peo- 
ple's hearts. 

• Winners or losers: The party of evil will perish and lose while the 
party of Allah will achieve victory. Allah and His messengers will 
definitely prevail. 



Surah Fifty Nine 
The Gathering 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 24 ayat which 
focus on tawhid and distribution of spoils in war. The word gathering 
in ayah 2 is the keynote of this surah. The surah refers to the Jewish 
tribe of Banu Nadir who endangered and tried to sabotage the nas- 
cent Islamic community in Madinah.They abrogated their treaty with 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and made 
alliances with the hypocrites and disbelievers. In 625 AD, they were 
then expelled by the Messenger of Allah but were allowed to take all 
their belongings except their arms. Their property and fields were di- 
vided among the needy Muslims. 

The surah starts off praising and glorifying Allah, the Powerful and 
Wise, and reminds the reader of the importance of humility and right 
action since everything in the universe hymns His glory. We are told 
about the hypocrites who are the Jews' allies and how they failed to 
help the Jews in their predicament. The surah also refers to the self- 
sacrifice and true faith of the emigrants (the early Muslims who aban- 
doned their homes in Makkah and migrated to Madinah) and the 
helpers of Madinah who welcomed the emigrants and gave them shel- 
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ter and financial assistance. We are urged to do right action, remem- 
ber that there is no god but He, and understand the attributes of Allah: 
Allah knows the unseen and the visible. He is the Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful, the King, the Holy, the One free from all defects, the 
Guardian of faith, the Almighty, the Irresistible, the Supreme, the Crea- 
tor, the Shaper, the Powerful, and the Wise. 

Themes 

•Victory: Learn the spiritual lesson in this surah. If the Muslims do 
right action and enjoy firm belief in Allah, they will defeat their 
enemy. Right action with sincere tawhid offsets inferiority in num- 
bers, resources and arms. 

• Hypocrisy: This is an evil which should be avoided. 

• Right action: Act righteously, fear Allah and always remember Him. 

It is immoral to forget your Lord. Prepare yourself for the Hereafter. 

• Preference: Give preference to others in need over yourself. 

• Treachery: This is an evil act. It is futile and backfires on the plotter. 

Surah Sixty 

The Woman to be Examined 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 13 ayat which 
focus on social relations with the disbelievers and on women con- 
verting to Islam. The cue-word of the surah occurs in ayah 10. The 
surah highlights two important points: 

1. A distinction is made between two types of disbelievers: 

(i) The disbelievers who show bitter feelings against the Mus- 
lims and who persecute them for their iman. We are told 
that social relations with this kind of disbeliever should be 
cut off. We are also reminded of the story of Ibrahim and 
his followers and how he dealt with disbelievers who per- 
secuted him and his followers. 

(ii) Disbelievers who do not show bitter feelings against the 
believers and do not harm them; We are told that we should 
show mercy, fairness and respect towards them. 
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2. Women converting to Islam: A woman who chooses to leave her 
family or husband to convert to Islam should be welcomed but 
tested. If she is married, the marriage ties with her former hus- 
band are no longer valid and she is entitled to remarry a Muslim 
man. Her former husband is entitled to be reimbursed with what- 
ever he spent on his wife. 

(i) She has to prove that she does not associate anything with 
Allah. 

(ii) She should not steal. 

(iii) She should not commit adultery. 

(iv) She should not kill her children. 

(v) She should not indulge in slander. 

(vi) She should obey the Prophet. 

Themes 

• Friendship: The sworn enemies of Allah do not deserve your friend- 
ship and love. Social relations cannot be established with disbe- 
lievers who try to destroy your religion. 

• Social relations: Your friends, family, or relatives will not be able to 
defend you on the Day of Judgement nor can they save you from 
painful torment if you cover over the truth and your deeds are evil. 
Acting correctly and fear of Allah are the only things that matter 
in the Hereafter. 

• Justice: Act fairly towards people in general. Allah loves those who 
are just. 

• Support: Ladies who convert to Islam should be supported and 
looked after. It is advisable to marry these women. 

Surah Sixty One 
Battle Array 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 14 ayat which 

focus on self-sacrifice, physically and financially, in the way of Allah 

and on discipline, unity and bravery in the battlefield. The expression 

"the battle array"used as a title is found in ayah 4. The surah urges the 
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Muslims to fight in Allah's cause in solid ranks as though they were a 
solid structure and to put their faith into practice. The references to 
the stories of Musa and 'Isa are meant as consolation to the Prophet 
Muhammad, peace he upon him and them. Musa's people, that is the 
Children of Israel, caused him grief and annoyed him while they knew 
he was Allah's messenger to them. 'Isa was also grieved and annoyed 
by the Children of Israel, while they knew he was Allah's messenger 
to them. The surah is emphatic that the Prophet Muhammad is Allah's 
messenger sent by Him with guidance and the true religion to all man- 
kind and that Allah will complete and spread His din even though the 
disbelievers may dislike it. 

Themes 

• Unity: Fight for Allah's sake as a solidly united army. Unity in per- 
forming group prayer should be maintained on the battlefield. 

• Lies: Do not invent falsehoods against Allah. 

• Dedication: Allah's help is guaranteed to those who help Allah's 
cause and dedicate themselves to Him. 

• Action not words: We should back our iman with good deeds and 
practise what we preach. 

Surah Sixty Two 
Friday (The Congregation) 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 11 ayat which 
focus on the obligatory Friday congregational prayer and the spiritual, 
social and ethical values of this weekly meeting. The title word occurs 
in ayah 9. We are told that Allah sent Muhammad as a Messenger for 
all mankind to teach them the Qur'an and wisdom, and purify them 
from the wrongdoing of association. Islam is Allah's bounty to man- 
kind and the Muslims are urged to hold firmly to the teachings of the 
Qur'an and not to follow the example of the Jews who had a divine 
message but relinquished it and swerved from the truth. The surah 
refers to the Islamic legal rulings of the Friday congregational prayer 
which symbolises the unity of the Muslim community through com- 
mon public worship: 
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(i) Leave off work and answer the call to the Friday prayer, 

(ii) When the prayer is finished, you may disperse and go back 
to your work, and 

(iii) Remember Allah frequently so that you may be successful. 

Themes 

• Worldly interests: Remembering Allah and common public wor- 
ship are far more important than worldly gains and business. The 
busy daily life should not deflect us from the Friday congrega- 
tional prayer. 

• Death: Everyone will be visited by death; therefore, one has to be 
well-prepared for the Hereafter. 

• Message: Hold firmly to the truth and the divine message of the 
Qur'an and do not let your hearts swerve from the truth. 

Surah Sixty Three 
The Hypocrites 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinah period and contains 11 ayat whose 
major focus is the hypocrites. The title comes from the reference in 
ayah 1 to the hypocrites. The surah highlights the danger and mis- 
chief of the hypocrites in the community, their bad manners and dis- 
courteous attitude towards the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, and other people. We are told that the hypocrites make 
false oaths and use well-spoken words to conceal their evil deeds and 
intentions and are willing to harm and expel the believers when they 
have the right opportunity. They have pleasant appearances, lend their 
ears to you, and agree with whatever you say as a means of deception. 
However, they have relinquished their faith, try to dissuade the be- 
lievers not to spend in sadaqah or support others, hope to expel the 
emigrating (refugee) Muslims from Madinah, are unreliable, arrogant, 
tell lies, and their consciences always trouble them. We are warned 
against falling victim to their plots. The surah also urges the believers 
to guard against hypocrisy. 

The surah appeals to the believers to spend in sadaqah and not to let 
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their business and families turn them away from remembering and 
serving Allah or impairing their faith like the hypocrites who have 
been deluded by worldly gains and become oblivious to the remem- 
brance of Allah. 

Themes 

• Hypocrisy: The hypocrites are worse than open enemies. Keep 
away from them. 

• Sadaqah: Spend in sadaqah to attain the pleasure of Allah. 

• Dedication: Do not let worldly gains divert you from the truth nor 
from remembering Allah. 

Surah Sixty Four 
Mutual Loss and Gain 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 18 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, the rising from the dead, and the Day of Judgement. 
The expression "mutual loss and gain" which occurs in ayah 9 is the 
keynote to this surah. 

We are told that Allah has created mankind and left it to their reason 
and free choice to accept or reject the truth. However, some people 
have chosen to be Allah-conscious, accepted the truth and are grate- 
ful to AJlah while others have chosen to reject the truth and be un- 
grateful to Him. The surah is emphatic that the rising from the dead 
will take place and it will be an easy task for Allah Who created man- 
kind and shaped them, created the heavens and the earth. Who knows 
what is in the heavens and on earth, and knows what we conceal and 
what we disclose. Allah also urges people to fear Him as much as they 
can, obey Allah and His Prophet, be righteous, and spend in sadaqah. 
The surah describes worldly goods and children as a trial and a temp- 
tation, and warns believers against the danger of becoming too at- 
tached to their families and businesses to the extent that their devo- 
tion and remembrance of Allah are impaired. In this case, they betray 
their faith and values. Thus, we are reminded of the disasters and suf- 
ferings of previous nations who rejected and opposed the truth and 
as a result suffered a grievous penalty. 
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Themes 

• Trust: Put your total trust in Allah since there is no god but He. 

• Deflection: Do not allow your worldly goods and family to deflect 
you into betraying your faith or hinder you from remembering 
Allah and pleasing Him. 

• Credit: Spending in sadaqah and sincere devotion to Allah will 
increase our credit manifold and enable us to attain Allah's for- 
giveness and win the Garden of eternal bliss. 

• Return: The final return is to Allah. All mankind will meet Allah, 
the Lord of the universe, on the Day of Judgement. 

Surah Sixty Five 
Divorce 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 12 ayat whose 
main focus is divorce. The title word for this surah occurs in ayah 1. 
The surah highlights the importance of family ties and urges believers 
to be very careful in making a decision to divorce in order to avoid 
abuse of rights and preserve the sanctity of marriage. It deals with the 
regulation of sexual relations, and family and social life. In the sight of 
Allah, divorce is the most disliked of all things permitted in Islamic 
law, but it is permitted. The surah reiterates that fear of Allah and 
taqwa are important in this domestic matter and there is a warning 
and a threat made to remind believers to consider their decision very 
carefully. The husband has the right to divorce his wife but this has to 
be in the right time and has strict Islamic legal rulings: 

(i) The wife should not be menstruating. 

(ii) She should not be forced to leave her home until her pre- 
scribed waiting- period is finished. There are three types of 
waiting- periods: 

(a) three menstruating periods for the young wife, 

(b) three months for the older wife who no longer men- 
struates, and 

(c) any length of time required until the baby is born in 
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the case of a pregnant wife. 

(iii) The husband has to feed his wife and pay her expenses 
throughout her waiting- period and pregnancy. 

(iv) The husband has to find separate accommodation for his 
ex-wife once the baby is born. 

(v) If the ex-wife agrees to breastfeed the baby, the husband 
has to pay her fees for this. 

(vi) If they cannot reach an agreement on breastfeeding, they 
have to find a lady to breastfeed their baby. 

The surah highlights the fate and the exemplary punishment of previ- 
ous generations who insolently opposed the command of Allah and 
His messengers. This is a reminder for the believers who should also 
observe the law and command of Allah, act righteously, and take fair 
decisions especially concerning the decision to divorce. Allah's om- 
nipotence is stressed: He is the Creator of the seven heavens and the 
earth. This demonstrates that Allah has power over all things and that 
He comprehends all things in His knowledge. 

Themes 

• Marriage: Preserve the sanctity of marriage ties through mutual 
respect and right conduct. 

• Taqwa: If you heed Allah and rely on Him, He will give you a way 
out of your unhappiness. Ease will be granted to you after your 
hardship. 

• Mutual respect: The divorced couple should always establish a re- 
lationship based on mutual respect and cooperation. 

Surah Sixty Six 
Prohibition 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 12 ayat which 
focus on the Prophet's family life and disputes with his wives. The 
solutions to these problems is to be taken as a lesson by the believers 
and as an example of establishing a happy family. The title word oc- 
curs in ayah 1. There are two important points highlighted here: The 




122 



The Qur'an Outlined 



first is about the decision taken by the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, to cut off marital relations with his wives due to 
jealousy between some of his wives. 

The second matter is that related to confidential news which the Mes- 
senger of Allah told one of his wives who disclosed it to another wife. 
The Prophet was very upset about this and regarded it as a breach of 
confidence. He was so upset that he threatened to divorce them. The 
surah employs firm language towards the Prophet's wives because of 
their quibbling. 

We are told about two different examples of wives: The first are unbe- 
lieving wives married to believing men, the prophets Nuh and Lut, 
and the second is a believing wife married to an unbelieving man, in 
this case Fir' awn, and also the case of Maryam who was not married. 
The lesson derived from these examples is that on the Day of Judge- 
ment, family ties do not count. What is important then is the good 
deeds the wife or the husband does and that righteousness is the major 
factor that will save the person from painful torment. 

Themes 

• Confidentiality: If you are entrusted with some personal news, do 
not divulge it to other people. Do not fail the trust given to you. 

• Repentance: Repent to Allah sincerely to erase your wrong ac- 
tions. 

• Preparation: Act righteously and prepare yourself for the Hereaf- 
ter to win the Garden of eternal bliss and preserve yourself from 
painful torment. 

• Understanding: Mutual understanding between husband and wife 
should be established and confrontation should be abandoned. 

Surah Sixty Seven 
Dominion 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 30 ayat which 
focus on tawhid, lordship, the rising from the dead and the Day of 
Judgement. The title comes from the reference in ayah 1 to dominion. 
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The surah highlights the fact that the beauty of nature and of the uni- 
verse proclaim Allah, the Lord of the heavens and the earth. The su- 
rah affirms that control is in the hands of Allah. He has power over all 
things. He created death and life. He is the Forgiving, the Almighty, 
the All-Aware, the Provider of sustenance, and He is the Only One 
Who has the knowledge of the Day of Judgement. 

We are reminded by this surah of the fate of the old nations who dis- 
believed, ridiculed, and rejected their prophets, and the humiliating 
punishment they received as a result. We are told that the Prophet, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, is a plain warner to all 
mankind. The surah provides details of Allah's omnipotence: He cre- 
ated the seven heavens in perfection. He decorated the skies nearest 
to the earth with stars, He made the earth easy to live on, and He is 
able to send violent storms as warnings to people. The surah also pro- 
vides two parallel and contrasting pictures of the believers and the 
disbelievers and their relevant rewards or punishments. For the dis- 
believers, the punishment of the Fire is prepared. For those who fear 
their Lord, forgiveness and a great reward are prepared. 

Themes 

• Best deeds: The purpose behind creation is to strive hard to pro- 
duce the best deeds possible which are compatible with the rela- 
tionship between the slave and his/her Lord. 

• Lesson: Moral lessons should be learned from the fate of previous 
nations who rejected and opposed their prophets. 

• Faith: To establish firm belief in Allah and in His power to recreate 
the dead. 



Surah Sixty Eight 
The Pen 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 52 ayat which 
focus on prophethood, the distinction between the guided and the 
misguided, and the Day of Judgement. The title word occurs in ayah 1 . 
The surah commends the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him 
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and grant him peace, and speaks in glowing terms of his good charac- 
ter, noble manners and high moral standards. It is a counter-argu- 
ment against the sceptical and slanderous allegations of the disbe- 
lievers that he is afflicted with madness and a liar, and that the Qur'an 
is tales of ancient people. 

The surah is emphatic that the truth will definitely win over slander. It 
also gives us details of the psychological persecution and abuse of the 
Prophet at the hands of the deniers of the truth who are described as 
ignorant, deniers of the truth, contemptible oath-mongers, fault-find- 
ers, slanderers, withholders of good, and aggressors. 

The believers, however, are described as guided and well-aware of things 
whose symbol is the pen which is the source of knowledge. A scene of 
the Day of Judgement is given in which the disbelievers will be over- 
whelmed by disgrace and their eyes are downcast. The surah concludes 
with confirmation that the Qur'an is a message to all mankind. 

Themes 

• Conduct: Take the noble conduct of the Prophet as a model. Your 
habitual behaviour should be based on high standard of courtesy. 

• Patience: Do not give in to adversity, hardship, criticism and slan- 
der. Persevere and continue teaching the truth to guide people 
and save them from torment in the Hereafter. 

• Remembrance: Remember Allah at all times and pray for His for- 
giveness to win His good treatment and mercy. 

• Message: The Qur'an is a message to mankind and represents 
Allah's grace. 



Surah Sixty Nine 
The Sure Reality 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 52 ayat which 
focus on the Day of Judgement and the revelation. The expression 
"sure reality" occurs in ayah 1 and is the keyword to this surah. The 
surah affirms the Day of Judgement and provides exhortation and re- 
minder to the reader through reference to the fates of previous na- 
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tions such as the tribes ofThamud and 'Ad and the people of Fir' awn 
who opposed their prophets and rejected the truth. As a result, they 
were afflicted with Allah's wrath and were destroyed. 

The horror of the Day of Judgement is presented: The trumpet will be 
blown, the earth and the mountains will be crushed to powder, the 
sky will split open, angels will appear, and the throne of Allah will be 
held by eight angels. We are told that the record of every individual 
will be presented. The right-acting believer will receive his/her record 
in his/her right hand and will enter the Garden of eternal bliss while 
the deniers of the truth will receive their records in their left hands 
and will be the companions of the Fire. 

The surah is emphatic that the Prophet Muhammad is not a poet nor 
a fortune teller and that the Qur'an is the absolute truth, sent down 
by the Lord of the universe, and a reminder for those who fear Allah. 
The surah urges the believers to celebrate the limitless glory of Allah 
in thought, deed and word. 

Themes 

• Injustice: Oppression and class division will bring about calamity. 
Remember what happened to the people ofThamud. 

• Ingratitude: Be thankful to Allah for the prosperity you enjoy and 
remember what happened to the people of Ad. 

• Arrogance: Worship Allah, submit to Him alone and avoid arro- 
gance. Remember what happened to Fir' awn. 

• Wealth: The false appearances of this life, such as family, wealth, and 
status, do not last forever and will not benefit you in the Hereafter. 

• The Qur'an: It is a message to the Allah-conscious and a warning 
to those who disbelieve the message. 

Surah Seventy 
The Ways of Ascent 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 44 ayat which 
focus on rising from the dead and the Day of Judgement. The title 
expression" the ways of ascent"occurs in ayah 3. The surah provides a 




126 



The Qur'an Outlined 



description of the horrors of the Day of Judgement. It is emphatic that 
judgement will take place, that the Day of Reckoning is not an illu- 
sion, and that Allah is able to destroy the rejectors of truth and replace 
them with better people. The surah brings to our attention the signifi- 
cance of time. Although the Day of Judgement seems far away to us, 
for Allah this day is soon and quite near. 

A description of the nature of man is given. He is impatient, panics when- 
ever hardship afflicts him, and withholds his wealth and does not help 
others with it. The Allah-conscious, however, are described as those who 
are constant at their prayers, financially help the needy, believe in the 
Day of Judgement, are apprehensive about Allah's punishment, guard 
their private parts, respect their trusts, keep their promises, stand by their 
testimony, and are the winners of the Garden of eternal bliss. 

The surah rebukes the disbelievers and affirms that their scepticism will 
be in vain because the rising from the dead will indeed take place. On 
the day of rising from the dead, the dead will be raised up. The rejectors 
of the truth and disbelievers in the rising from the dead will hasten forth 
from their graves as if they were racing towards a goal-post. They will be 
overwhelmed by disgrace and their eyes will be downcast. 

Themes 

• Tolerance: Endure difficulties and misfortune with goodly patience. 

• Vain talk: Do not indulge in idle talk, waste of time, speculation, 
and playing around. Be more serious and act righteously to pre- 
pare yourself very well for the Hereafter. 

• Chastity: Avoid sexual misbehaviour and be faithful to your wife 
or husband. 

• Promise: Be faithful to your trusts and keep your promises. If you 
bear witness, you have to stand by your testimony. 

Surah Seventy One 
Nuh 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 28 ayat which 
focus on Allah's ability and power to destroy the rejectors of the truth 
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and disbelievers. The name"Nuh"occurs in ayah 1 and is the keynote 
of this surah. The surah begins with the story of Nuh, peace be upon 
him, who was sent by Allah to warn his people against the painful 
torment, advise them to fear Allah, worship Him alone, and seek His 
forgiveness. We are told about the struggle and the methods Nuh em- 
ployed in his prophetic mission: Nuh appealed to his people night 
and day, he spoke to them in public and in private, he urged them to 
believe in Allah alone and abandon polytheism, he talked to them 
about Allah's forgiveness, he told them about Allah's bounties which 
they would receive if they repented sincerely, he advised them to aban- 
don association of partners with Allah, and he told them about Allah's 
omnipotence. 

We are also told about Nuh's trials: His people fled farther away from 
him, they stuck their fingers in their ears so that they would not hear 
what he was saying and wrapped themselves up in their clothes so 
that they could not see him, they followed those who had power, au- 
thority and wealth, they devised plots to get rid of him and his follow- 
ers, and they continued in their association of partners with Allah and 
wrongdoing. As a consequence of their rejection of the truth and evil- 
doing, they were drowned in the great flood and will be dispatched 
into the Fire in the Flereafter. 

Themes 

• Parents and the believers: Wish your parents and all believers well 
and pray for mercy for them. 

• Trust: Do not put your trust in falsehood. It is futile and will not be 
able to provide you any of the help you need. 

Surah Seventy Two 
The Jinn (Invisible Beings) 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 28 ayat which 
focus on tawhid and prophethood. The word "Jinn" occurs in ayah 1 
and is the keynote to this surah. The surah affirms the greatness of the 
Qur'an by reminding us that even the Jinn (the invisible beings) were 
impressed by its wisdom. We are told that the Jinn are of two kinds: 
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Some are righteous while others are evil and that some of the Jinn be- 
lieved the revelation when they heard it. The surah also affirms tawhid; 
we are urged to avoid the wrong action of association of partners with 
Allah and are told that Allah does not have a son or a partner, that 
Allah knows the unseen, and that those who defy Allah and His Mes- 
senger will be in Hellfire. It also affirms that the Prophet Muhammad is 
entrusted by Allah to deliver His message to mankind, that we must 
obey Him, and not associate anything or anyone with Him. 

Themes 

• Belief: Whoever accepts the truth and guidance of Allah and His 
Messenger will never fear of loss or injustice. Allah will always be 
on his/her side. 

• Submission: Submit yourself to Allah and lead a worthwhile life 
and assure yourself the Garden of eternal bliss. If you submit to 
wrongdoing, you will be fuel for the Fire. 

• Refuge: Take refuge in Allah if you have any problems or hard- 
ships. 

• Moral values: Stand up for the values of the truth. Although truth 
is self-evident, it may be unpopular. 

Surah Seventy Three 
The One Folded in Garments 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 20 ayat whose 
main focus is the spiritual life of the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace. The cue -expression of the surah is 
"the one folded in garments" which occurs in ayah 1. The expression 
means "the one wrapped in a cloak" which is one of the titles of the 
Prophet. The surah provides details about the private spiritual life of 
the Prophet and a group of his companions and their devotion to Allah. 
They used to spend two-thirds, a half, or a third of the night in prayer, 
contemplation, and reading the Qur'an. The surah urges the Prophet 
to endure with patience whatever people may say against him and to 
leave them in a courteous manner. The believers are also urged to 
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read of the Qur'an as much as they can, pray and spend in sadaqah. 
We are reminded that the Prophet will act as a witness and that the 
Qur'an is an admonition. We are also told that on the Day of Judge- 
ment, the earth and mountains will shake and the mountains will 
crumble as if they had been turned into a heep of sand. 

Themes 

• Devotion: Night prayers are spiritually essential for the believer. 

• The Qur'an: Recite as much of the Qur'an as you can and ponder 
over its meanings. 

Surah Seventy Four 
One Wrapped Up 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 56 ayat which 
focus on the prophetic mission of the Prophet, the Day of Judgement 
and the reward of the disbelievers. The expression "one wrapped up" 
used as a title is found in ayah 1. The surah deals with the prophetic 
mission of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, and urges the Prophet to teach, proclaim the message, and warn 
people in public. He is also told to endure with patience. 

The Qur'an is described as an admonition and the Prophet as a warner 
to mankind. The Fire and the agony in the Hereafter are described in 
detail. The Day of Judgement is described as a day of distress on which 
the trumpet will be sounded and the sky will crack open. This will be 
a shock and a disappointment for those who have been proud of their 
wealth and who have enjoyed an easy life and children but disbe- 
lieved in this day and turned their back on Allah's message. They will 
be thrown into Hellfire. Before this dreadful day, they refused to wor- 
ship Allah, disbelieved in the rising from the dead, did not feed the 
needy, and indulged in wrongdoing. 

Themes 

• Proclamation: Teach people and proclaim Allah in public. Remind 
people of the Hereafter and its agony. 
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• Bounty: Resources, wealth, family and an easy life are from Allah 
to Whom we should be grateful. 

• Intercession: There will be no mediation on the Day of Judgement 
except from those whom Allah permits. No one can intercede with 
Allah except by His permission. It is only the mercy of Allah and 
righteous deeds that will count and can save us from painful tor- 
ment in the Hereafter. 

Surah Seventy Five 
Rising from the dead 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 40 ayat which 
focus on the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement and reward 
and punishment. The surah is emphatic that the rising from the dead 
is not an illusion but will definitely take place. On the Day of Rising, 
our eyesight will be dazed because of the horror and fear of what is 
going on, the moon will be eclipsed and the moon and the sun will 
lose their light. On the Day of Judgement, everyone will be told about 
his/her deeds. Everyone's tongue, hands and feet will bear witness 
against their actions. Allah Who creates us from a drop of sperm will 
be able to bring us back to life when we are dead. 

Themes 

• Freedom: There is a logical and meaningful purpose to creation. 
We are not created without a purpose in life. We will be held re- 
sponsible for what we do. 

• Death: Death is the beginning of a new eternal life of real happi- 
ness or agony, depending on our iman or kufr and our deeds in 
the worldly life. 

• Worldly life: We need to remember that this worldly life does not 
last forever. One has to ready oneself for the eternal life of the 
Hereafter and act righteously. 
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Surah Seventy Six 
Man 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 31 ayat whose 
main focus is the blissful joy of the people of iman and right action in 
the Garden. The title word occurs in ayah 1. We are created and shown 
the right way and it is our choice whether we are thankful or thank- 
less towards Allah. The surah gives details of the attributes of the peo- 
ple of iman and right action: They keep their spiritual and social obli- 
gations, fear the Day of Judgement, and help the needy and the or- 
phan. While chains, shackles and a blazing fire are prepared for the 
rejectors of the truth, Allah's favours to the righteous are limitless: 
They will have at their disposal cups of wine mixed with water from a 
spring in Paradise, they will be dressed in fine green silken garments 
with gold embroidery, relaxing on comfortable couches with neither 
excessive heat nor excessive bitter cold, enjoying bunches of different 
fruits which hang low within their reach, with silver plates and crystal 
cups, enjoying a drink flavoured with ginger, served by boys of ever- 
lasting youth. 

Themes 

• Help: The needy should be helped for the sake of Allah alone and 
we should not expect to be rewarded by people. 

• Reward: Act righteously now to be rewarded generously by Allah 
in the Hereafter. 

• Worldly life: Do not become too attached to this fleeting life. 

• Devotion: Worship your Lord with humility and spend some time 
in glorifying Him morning and evening and in the night. 

Surah Seventy Seven 
Those Sent Forth 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 50 ayat which 
focus on the rising from the dead and the Day of Judgement. The title 
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expression occurs in ayah l.The surah is emphatic that the rising from 
the dead will take place. On this day, the stars will become dim, the 
sky split open, and the mountains will be scattered like dust. On the 
Day of Judgement, however, all the prophets will be called to bear 
witness that they have conveyed Allah's message to mankind. 

The surah provides examples of Allah's omnipotence to show that 
Allah is able to raise up the dead and that the rejectors of the truth 
will be proved wrong. The Day of Judgement is described as a terrible 
day and a day of sorting out. We are told that the blazing fire has huge 
yellow sparks flying swiftly, and the rejectors of the truth will neither 
be able to speak nor will they be permitted to offer any excuse. The 
Allah-conscious, however, will enjoy cool shade, springs, and fruits 
of different kinds. 

Themes 

• Belief: Have firm belief in the rising from the dead and the Day of 
Reckoning. 

• Good deeds: The doers of good deeds will be rewarded with the 
Garden of eternal bliss. The wrongdoers, however, will be rewarded 
with the blazing Fire. 

Surah Seventy Eight 
The Great News 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 40 ayat which 
focus on the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement, and reward 
and punishment. The title of the surah refers to the great news men- 
tioned in ayah 2. 

The rising from the dead was the main topic of the disbelievers' argu- 
ment with the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. 
They denied it and ridiculed it. This surah tells the disbelievers the 
great news which they do not want to hear, namely, that we will be 
held responsible for our own deeds. It is emphatic that the Day of 
Judgement is sure. To provide a valid counter-argument to that of the 
rejectors of truth, the surah refers to Allah's power which reveals itself 
in nature: Allah laid the earth out as a carpet and made it our resting 
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place. He put firm mountains on earth so that it does not sway. He 
created us in pairs, He makes sleep for rest, He built above us seven 
heavens, He placed the sun as a lamp in the sky, and He sends down 
water from the clouds. 

The Day of Judgement is described as the day of ultimate truth, the 
day of sorting good and evil, and as an appointment for everyone. A 
description of the Fire is also given: It is described as a place of am- 
bush for those who deny the truth and disbelieve the Day of Judge- 
ment, a place whose dwellers will only be given a dark, murky boiling 
fluid, with no cool shelter nor cool drink. On the other hand, the gar- 
dens are described as places of vineyards, splendid companions, peace 
and tranquillity. 

Themes 

• Reward: Our reward in the Hereafter will be based on our deeds 
in this life. We have to answer for our deeds. 

• Sorting out: The day of sorting good from evil will come. We have 
to be ready for it and win the limitless bounty of Allah. 

• Taqwa: Iman and acting righteously are a guarantee to win the 
gardens of eternal bliss. 

Surah Seventy Nine 
Those Who Pull Out the Souls 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 46 ayat which 
focus on the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement, and reward 
and punishment. The title expression occurs in ayah 1 which refers to 
the fact that the angels pull out the disbelievers' souls at the moment 
of death with great violence while they gently take out the souls of 
the believers. The surah is also emphatic that the rising from the dead 
is true and beyond any doubt. We are told about the horror of the Day 
of Judgement: a rumbling will be felt, hearts will pound, and eyes will 
be downcast. We are told about Fir' awn's story and the destruction of 
his followers as an instructive warning for those who fear Allah. Then 
we are reminded of Allah's creative power: Allah constructed the 
heaven above us, He created the earth and supplied it with water, and 
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He created the mountains. The surah also refers to the reward of the 
believers which is the Garden of eternal bliss and the punishment of 
the disbelievers which is the blazing Fire. 

Themes 

•Vanity: Do not become too attached to the vanities of this fleeting 
life. Remember Allah and prepare yourself for the Hereafter to 
win the Garden of eternal bliss. 

• Arrogance: Arrogance leads to evildoing, rejection of the Day of 
Account, and, eventually, Allah's punishment in this life and in 
the Hereafter. 



Surah Eighty 
He Frowned 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 42 ayat which 
focus on courtesy, the rising from the dead, and the Day of Judge- 
ment. The expression "he frowned" in ayah 1 is the keynote of this 
surah. The surah begins with the story of the poor blind man who 
came to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, to 
learn the Qur'an. The Prophet, however, was busy explaining the 
Qur'an to some disbelievers who were dignitaries of Quraysh. The 
Prophet did not like the interruption and expressed slight annoyance 
by frowning. The surah is an example of Allah teaching His Messen- 
ger, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. 

We are told that man is usually stubborn and denies the truth forget- 
ting his origin as a sperm-drop. We are also told about the deafening 
noise and horror of the Day of Judgement, and the terrible panic peo- 
ple are going to experience on this day. Everyone will have enough 
concern of his/her own to keep him/her occupied and indifferent to 
his or her spouse, children, parents, brother, or sister. 

Themes 

• The Qur'an: The Qur'an is a universal message to all mankind, 
poor and rich. 
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• Class: Iman and right action transcend social class. A poor person 
can be more Allah-conscious than a wealthy person. 

Surah Eighty One 
The Folding Up 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 29 ayat which 
focus on the revelation, prophethood, and the horror of the Day of 
Judgement. The title expression"folding up"occurs in ayah 1. We are 
told about the violent cosmic commotion that will take place on the 
Day of Judgement: The sun will be folded up, the stars will lose their 
light, the mountains will be swept away, our precious possessions will 
be left because of the horror, the beasts will be herded together, the 
seas will boil over, the souls will be reunited with their bodies, the sky 
will be stripped bare, the Garden will be brought close, and our records 
of deeds will be laid open. On this day, everyone will be able to know 
his/her good or bad deeds. The surah is emphatic that the Messenger 
of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, is an honourable 
and trustworthy man; he is not a madman. He conveys Allah's mes- 
sage to mankind and he does not have any knowledge of the unseen 
apart from what Allah reveals to him. The surah also tells us that the 
Qur'an is the speech of Allah and is a reminder to all mankind. 

Themes 

• Willingness: The right path is open to all of us if we are willing to 
follow Allah's guidance. 

• Cosmic commotion: The horror of the Day of Reckoning is a good 
incentive to make us prepare for this day and act righteously to be 
saved from the glowing Fire and win Paradise. 

Surah Eighty Two 
Bursting Apart 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 19 ayat which 
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focus on the rising from the dead, the Day of Judgement, and reward 
and punishment. We are told about the violent cosmic commotion on 
the Day of Judgement: Graves will be overturned, the sky will burst 
apart, the stars will scatter, and everyone will be able to find out what 
his/her good or bad deeds were. This is the sorting out day: The right- 
eous will be in bliss while the rejectors of the truth who denied the 
rising from the dead will be in the Fire. 

Themes 

• Reward: You will be rewarded according to your deeds. Righteous- 
ness is your asset. 

• Responsibility: Everyone will be responsible for his/her own deeds. 
You cannot borrow good deeds from others nor will others be able 
to borrow good deeds from you. 

Surah Eighty Three 
Dealing in Fraud 

Outline 

This surah is from the Makkan period and contains 36 ayat whose 
main focus is fraud. The title come from the reference in ayah 1 to 
cheating or dealing in fraud. The surah condemns corrupt people who 
are engaged in fraud and cheating others and warns them of painful 
torment in the Hereafter. The surah also provides a description of the 
rejectors of the truth. They are wicked, vicious transgressors who deny 
the Day of Judgement, and accuse the Qur'an of being legends of 
ancient times. They will enter the blazing fire while the righteous will 
be in bliss and extreme comfort. 

Themes 

• Cheating: Fraudulent practices should be condemned as an evil 
practice which represents injustice. 
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Surah Eighty Four 
Splitting Open 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 25 ayat whose 
major focus is the Day of Judgement. The title word occurs in ayah 1. 
The surah starts with a brief description of the horror of the Day of 
Judgement and the accompanying violent cosmic commotion that will 
take place: The sky will split open, the earth will be flattened, and the 
mountains will be scattered. We are told that everyone will be sum- 
moned to meet Allah. The surah rebukes the disbelievers and warns 
them of a grievous penalty in the Hereafter but it reassures the right- 
eous of winning the Garden of eternal bliss. 

Themes 

• Summons: Everyone, regardless of his/her deeds, will be sum- 
moned to the final judgement. 

Surah Eight Five 
The Big Stars 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 22 ayat whose 
main focus is self-sacrifice for the sake of belief. The title of the surah 
refers to the big stars mentioned in ayah 1 . The surah deals with the 
persecution of the believers of the truth. It refers to the pit of fire in 
which people were burned for their faith. The evil persecutors are 
warned of the penalty of Hell and Allah urges them to repent before it 
is too late. A reference to the destruction of Fir'awn's people serves as 
a reminder that Allah is able to punish the wicked and the rejectors of 
the truth. The surah concludes that the Qur'an is glorious, eternal, 
and guarded from corruption. 

Themes 

• Persecution: Self-sacrifice for the sake of belief and for defending 
the truth is required. 
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• Forgiveness: The wrongdoers should repent for Allah is truly for- 
giving. 



Surah Eighty Six 
The Morning Star 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 17 ayat which 
focus on the rising from the dead and revelation. The expression "the 
morning star"used as a title occurs in ayah l.The surah first describes 
how man is created out of seminal fluid and then states that Allah is 
able to bring everyone back to life on the Day of Judgement when all 
mankind will be summoned to the final judgement. On this day, eve- 
ryone's good and bad deeds will be exposed. The surah is emphatic 
that the Qur'an is Allah's truth and that it separates good from evil 
and is not an idle tale. 

Themes 

• Compromise: Do not compromise with evil but persevere with 
gentle patience. 

• Plotting: The rejectors of iman hatch plots against the truth but 
their evil plots are foiled by Allah's plan. 

Surah Eighty Seven 
The Most High 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 19 ayat whose 
major focus is tawhid.The title expression occurs in ayah l.The surah 
highlights Allah's unity and His unique creative power. We are urged 
to practice admonition and remind people of Allah's power, mercy, 
grace, and punishment. We are told that people are too attached to 
the life of this world and that our goal should be the Hereafter which 
is both better and eternal. 
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Themes 

• Admonition: Remind people of Allah and the Hereafter to save 
them from the Fire. Admonition is also useful for those who fear 
Allah. 

• Worldly life: Do not prefer the fleeting life of this world over the 
everlasting Hereafter. 

Surah Eighty Eight 
The Overwhelming Event 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 26 ayat which 
focus on tawhid and the Day of Judgement. The expression the"over- 
whelming event" in ayah 1 is the keynote of this surah. The surah 
provides a detailed description of the Day of Judgement. People will 
be overwhelmed by the horror of this event. We find parallel contrasts 
between the wicked who reject the truth and the righteous. The dis- 
believers will enter the glowing fire and will be humiliated, and their 
faces will be downcast. They will be given boiling water to drink, and 
bitter food to eat which gives them no strength nor satisfies their hun- 
ger. The believers, however, will be pleased with their reward of a lofty 
garden. 

Allah's creative power is described: Those who turn away from the 
truth and reject Allah need to ponder over the wonderful creation of 
camels, the sky, the mountains, and the earth. 

Themes 

• Admonition: Give admonition to people and warn them against 
the worst torment. People are free and it is entirely up to them 
whether to follow or reject the truth. 

• Return: Everyone will return to Allah and everyone will be called 
to account for all his/her deeds. 
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Surah Eighty Nine 
The Dawn 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 30 ayat whose 
main focus is the Day of Judgement. The cue-word of the surah is the 
dawn which occurs in ayah l.The surah mainly highlights the horror 
of the Day of Reckoning when the earth will be completely flattened , 
Allah will appear with the angels in rows, and Hell will be brought. As 
a means of admonition, we are told about three previous nations, 'Ad, 
Thamud, and Fir'awn's people, who were severely punished by Allah 
because of their rejection of the truth and turning away from Allah. 
The surah also provides a number of moral themes to be observed. 

Themes 

• Corruption: Mischief and aggression are evil practices which should 
be abandoned. 

• Test: People are tried by both prosperity and poverty, ease and 
hardship. We need to remember Allah and act righteously regard- 
less of our circumstances. 

• Orphans: Act kindly towards orphans and encourage each other 
to help the needy. 

• Wealth: Do not show too much passion for wealth as this can 
divert you from humility and righteousness. 

Surah Ninety 
The City 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 20 ayat which 
focus on the Day of Judgement and reward and punishment. The title 
word occurs in ayah 1. The surah highlights the fact that we are cre- 
ated to toil and struggle but to face adversities and hardship with pa- 
tience. The arrogant disbelievers boastfully but wrongly think that their 
wealth or power lasts forever and will save them from difficulties. They 
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also wrongly think that they can do whatever they like and will not be 
held accountable for their deeds. They have forgotten that Allah 
watches them and will call them to account on the Day of Judgement. 
On this Day of Reckoning, those arrogant rejectors of the truth will 
face the painful torment while the righteous will be in eternal bliss. 
The surah also provides a set of moral themes to be learned and ob- 
served. 

Themes 

• Trial: Status, wealth, and power are Allah's bounties given to peo- 
ple to test them. People should be thankful to Allah for any of 
these. We should realise that we are responsible for our deeds and 
that status, wealth or power will be futile in the Hereafter and will 
not save us from painful torment if we did not act righteously. 

• Struggle: We should strive and struggle with patience and face 
adversities with total reliance on Allah and seek refuge with Him 
alone. 

• Help: We should help and feed the orphaned relative and the needy, 
and redeem captives. 

• Liberty: Liberate yourself from the slavery of wealth, status, class, 
passion, etc. 



Surah Ninety One 
The Sun 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 15 ayat which 
focus on spirituality, immorality, and the subsequent destruction as a 
result of immorality. The title word occurs in ayah 1. The surah re- 
minds us of our spiritual responsibility and starts with a description of 
Allah's creative power: the brightness of the sun, the moon, the won- 
derful cosmic system and the earth. The surah highlights the fact that 
everyone of us is endowed with free will and that we are able to act 
rightly or wrongly. It is our decision to choose either way. The wrath 
of Allah is the result of acting immorally and turning away from Allah. 




142 



The Qur'an Outlined 



Themes 

• Balance: Everyone is given the potential for both immorality and 
Allah-consciousness. It is entirely up to us whether to rise to spir- 
ituality or fall to immorality. We control the power of choice. 

• Success: Prosperity in this life and in the Hereafter depends on 
purifying our souls, i.e., having iman and acting righteously. 

Surah Ninety Two 
The Night 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 21 ayat whose 
main focus is striving towards Allah and our struggle in this life. The 
title comes from the reference in ayah 1 to the night. The surah high- 
lights the fact that the present life is a struggle which leads to either 
success or failure in this life and in the Hereafter. We can achieve suc- 
cess and happiness if we have iman and act righteously: to spend in 
sadaqah, fear Allah, and believe in the truth. Consequently, Allah will 
make it easy for us to reach bliss. However, we can fail and be miser- 
able if we practise inordinate wrongdoing and turn away from Allah, 
are selfish and greedy, and reject the truth out of spite. The unfortu- 
nate people who reject Allah's law are warned of the blazing fire. 

Themes 

• Wealth: Wealth in this life will be futile on the Day of Reckoning. It 
has to be spent in helping the needy and in the way of Allah. 

• Pleasure: Act righteously and spend in sadaqah seeking the pleas- 
ure of Allah. 



Surah Ninety Three 
The Bright Morning Hours 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 11 ayat whose 
main focus is Allah's bounties given to the Prophet Muhammad, may 
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Allah bless him and grant him peace. The title expression occurs in 
ayah 1. As consolation, the Prophet is told that Allah has not aban- 
doned him. He is reminded that Allah looked after him when he was 
orphaned, he was given guidance when he was lost, and Allah made 
him rich when he was destitute. The Messenger of Allah is urged to 
prepare himself for the glorious Hereafter awaiting him, to act kindly 
towards orphans, not to scorn nor criticise anyone asking for help, 
and to speak about the favours Allah has given him. 

Themes 

• The Hereafter: Our focus should be on the Hereafter which is our 
ultimate objective. 

• Moral values: To look after orphans, to respond positively and kindly 
to anyone who asks for help or when he/she is in a difficult situa- 
tion, and to mention the favours of Allah rather than complaining 
about some difficulties. 

Surah Ninety Four 
The Opening up of the Heart 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 8 ayat whose 
main focus is Allah's bounties bestowed upon the Prophet. The ex- 
pression title occurs in ayah 1. Allah made the Prophet's heart full of 
mercy and big enough to welcome people, his hardship and difficul- 
ties were removed, and his status and esteem raised. He is also urged 
to break the shackles of depression and make Allah his goal and de- 
sire. 

Themes 

• Hardship: It is imperative to keep in our minds that Allah will find 
a solution to our difficulties and hardship. Through patience and 
faith in Allah, our difficulties will be eased and we will be relieved. 
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Surah Ninety Five 
The Fig 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 8 ayat whose 
main focus is the elevated status of mankind over other creations. The 
title word occurs in ayah 1. The surah tells us that man is created in 
the finest form and is endowed with the best physical and mental 
faculties which are favours from Allah. Man has to be thankful to Allah. 
Turning away from Allah, however, will cause man to be humiliated 
and dropped to the lowest position. The Hereafter is sure. 

Themes 

• Creation: Allah's creation is unique and man's creation is the most 
perfect of all creations. 

• Reward: The rejectors of the truth will be abased and humiliated 
while the Allah-conscious will be raised to a noble position. 

Surah Ninety Six 
The Clot 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 19 ayat whose 
main focus is the revelation. The title word occurs in ayah 2. The surah 
highlights the revelation. It also refers to the favour of knowledge Allah 
has given humans. It stresses the importance of guidance and right- 
eousness and urges us to draw closer to Allah and worship Him with 
humility. We are reminded that self-sufficiency is a favour from Allah 
given to some people but unfortunately they become rebellious against 
Allah and turn away from Him. 

Themes 

• Vanities: Wealth, power, or status are gifts from Allah and are at 
the same time vanities which do not last forever. Your wealth, power 
or status may serve you in this life, but you will leave them behind 
after your death. 
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• Transgression: This is an evil practice. Do not transgress against 
others if you have wealth, power or status. 

• Admonition: We have to worship Allah in adoration and make an 
effort to come closer to Him. 

Surah Ninety Seven 
The Night of the Decree 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 5 ayat whose 
main focus is the revelation. The expression"the night of the decree"is 
the keynote to this surah, which highlights the special value of the 
night in which the Qur'an was revealed. This is a blessed night in 
which the worship of Allah is better than worshipping Him a thou- 
sand months, i.e., 83 years and 4 months, and during which the an- 
gels and Jibril descend by Allah's permission with divine revelation. 

Themes 

• Worship: Worship Allah extensively during the night of the decree 
and seek His forgiveness. 

Surah Ninety Eight 
The Clear Evidence 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 8 ayat which 
focus on tawhid and prophethood.The expression the"clear evidence" 
used as its title is found in ayah 1. The surah rebukes the People of the 
Book and idolaters who still arrogantly reject the truth which is evi- 
dent before them and continue with their opposition to the unity of 
Allah. We are told that the People of the Book should have been the 
first people to welcome and support the revelation and prophethood 
because their divine books should have prepared them for this mat- 
ter. They are told to worship Allah alone, pray and pay the zakat. They 
are also warned against Hellfire while the righteous are promised gar- 
dens of eternal bliss. 
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Themes 

• True deen: The true deen constitutes iman in the oneness of Allah 
and abandoning association of partners with Him, false beliefs and 
values, as well as worshipping Allah alone and paying the zakat. 

Surah Ninety Nine 
The Earthquake 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 8 ayat whose 
main focus is the Day of Judgement. The word "earthquake" is the 
keynote to this surah. It highlights the horror and convulsion of the 
Day of Judgement when the earth will be shaken and will throw up 
what is inside it, such as the dead. People will appear in droves to be 
shown their deeds for which they will be rewarded or punished. 

Themes 

• Deeds: Every single individual, man or woman, will be shown his / 
her good or evil actions, however small. Every deed will be weighed 
with justice. 



Surah One Hundred 
Those That Run 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 11 ayat which 
focus on man's ingratitude to Allah and our love of worldly gains. The 
title expression occurs in ayah l.The surah starts with a description of 
the horses used in the battles fought by the believers. We are told 
about people's love of wealth and their ingratitude to their Lord Allah. 
The surah tells us that on the Day of Judgement, everyone's book of 
deeds will be available and everyone's secrets will be revealed. 

Themes 

• Wealth: Show gratitude to Allah and do not become too attached 
to the vanity of wealth and worldly gains. 
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Surah One Hundred and One 
The Day of Noise and Clamour 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 11 ayat whose 
main focus is the Day of Judgement. The title expression appears in 
ayah l.The surah highlights the horror of the Day of Judgement which 
is marked by violent convulsions in which the mountains will be scat- 
tered like carded wool and people will be at total loss and helpless as 
if they were scattered moths. We are told that people will be rewarded 
or punishment according to their deeds. 

Themes 

• Deeds: Act righteously and do good deeds to win the gardens of 
eternal bliss. Otherwise, wrongdoing will lead to the fiercely blaz- 
ing fire. 



Surah One Hundred and Two 
Piling Up 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 8 ayat whose 
main focus is love of wealth. The word "piling up" is the keynote to 
this surah which highlights the fact that people indulge too much in 
pleasure and always seek an increase in their wealth, position or sta- 
tus. They become so preoccupied with worldly gain that they com- 
pletely forget about the Hereafter, which is their future. When death 
visits them, they will realise the reality in the grave. Then, on the Day 
of Judgement, they are going to see Hell with their own eyes and will 
face painful torment for their negligence and turning away from Allah. 

Themes 

• Wealth: Do not be violently in love with wealth, status, or position 
because these vanities will not last forever and cannot save you 
from the Fire in the Hereafter. 
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Surah One Hundred and Three 
Time 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 3 ayat whose 
major focus is righteousness. The title word occurs in ayah 1. We are 
told in this surah that everyone will be a loser on the Day of Judge- 
ment except the people of iman, right action, and mutual good coun- 
sel. The surah highlights the major principles of righteousness: Iman, 
right actions, encouraging and recommending one another to the truth 
and patience. 

Themes 

• Life: Do not waste your life, but invest it to win the gardens of 
eternal bliss by acting righteously, believing in Allah alone and 
persevering while in adversity. 



Surah One Hundred and Four 
The Scandal-Monger 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 9 ayat which 
focus on gossipmongering and passion for wealth. The cue-word of 
the surah is the "scandalmonger" which occurs in ayah 1. The surah 
condemns those who are engaged in vices such as scandal-monger- 
ing and talking evil against people and also warns those who are too 
busy piling up wealth without spending it in good causes or in sada- 
qah. Both categories of people will be punished in the Fire. 

Themes 

•Vices: Avoid vices like scandal-mongering, sarcasm, or backbiting 
which are acts of evil. 

• Wealth: The piling up of wealth leads to immorality and will divert 
you from the remembrance of Allah.Your wealth cannot make you 
live forever nor can it save you from the painful torment of the 
Fire. 
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149 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 5 ayat whose 
main focus is the annihilation of the rejectors of the truth. The title 
comes from the reference in ayah 1 to the elephant. The surah tells us 
about the historical event which took place two months prior to the 
birth of the Prophet Muhammad when Abraha the Abyssinian in- 
vaded Makkah with a large army of elephants but Allah defeated his 
evil plot by sending birds which flung burning stones at his army which 
led to their destruction. 

Themes 

• Plan: Allah's plan wins while man's plan will never succeed. The 
truth always prevail. 



Surah One Hundred and Six 
Quraysh 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 4 ayat whose 
main focus is Allah's favour on the tribe of Quraysh. The word Quraysh 
is the keynote to this surah. Quraysh was the Prophet's own clan and 
was the noblest of Arabia who had the custody of the Ka'bah. Allah 
bestowed upon this clan the favours of status, wealth and peace and 
security. They had to realize these bounties, worship Allah alone and 
support the revelation and the Prophet. 

Themes 

• Food and security: The availability of food together with a peace- 
ful and secure place are great favours from Allah. People who are 
granted these favours should be grateful to Allah and their grati- 
tude is shown in the worshipping of Him alone. 
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Surah One Hundred and Seven 
Small Kindnesses 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 7 ayat which 
focus on the disbelievers and the hypocrites. The title expression oc- 
curs in ayah 7. The surah rebukes two categories of people: 

(i) The disbelievers who deny the Day of Judgement, who 
repulse orphans roughly, and who do not encourage help- 
ing the bereft. 

(ii) Hypocritical Muslims who delay their prayers and do not 
perform them within their stated times, who aim to be 
seen when they do good deeds, and who deny assistance 
to their fellow- men even in small matters. 

Themes 

• Help: It is paramount to help orphans, the bereft and our fellow- 
men. Help should be willingly given to the bereft and orphans in 
order to please Allah and not to please people. 

Surah One Hundred and Eight 
Abundance 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 3 ayat whose 
main focus is Allah's favours to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace. The title word "abundance" occurs in ayah 1. The 
surah highlights the infinite bounties Allah bestowed upon the Prophet 
Muhammad who is urged to turn in adoration to Allah and be thank- 
ful to Him. The Prophet is also reassured that the disbelievers' spite 
and arrogance will not affect him. 

Themes 

• Gratitude: Allah bestows upon us boundless favours. In return, we 
have to show gratitude and sincere devotion to Him for His mercy 
and loving care. 




The Qur'an Outlined 



151 



Surah One Hundred and Nine 
The Disbelievers 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 6 ayat whose 
major focus is rejection of disbelief and of the disbelievers. The title 
comes from the reference in ayah 1 to the disbelievers. The principle 
of tawhid should never be compromised. The surah rejects completely 
the worshipping of anything or anyone other than Allah alone. 

Themes 

• Compromise: Do not compromise your iman with the disbeliev- 
ers' falsehood. The truth is evident and you should not abandon it. 



Surah One Hundred and Ten 
Help 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Madinan period and contains 3 ayat whose 
main focus is Allah's help which is guaranteed to the righteous. The 
word help used as a title is found in ayah 1. The surah tells us about 
the historical opening [of Makkah to Islam] and highlights the fact 
that Islam will prevail and that people in great numbers will embrace 
this true deen. We are urged to be more humble and Allah-conscious 
rather than complacent or boastful. 

Themes 

• Victory: Victory comes through the help of Allah who should be 
adored sincerely and to whom we should turn and seek refuge. 



Surah One Hundred and Eleven 
The Palm Fibre 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 5 ayat whose 
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main focus is the bitter hostility shown to the Prophet. The title ex- 
pression occurs in ayah l.The surah refers to the Prophet's uncle, Abu 
Lahab, and informs us about his arrogance and pride in his wealth. It 
also refers to Abu Lahab's wife who also showed intense hatred of the 
Prophet. Both Abu Lahab and his wife are promised severe punish- 
ment in the blazing fire. 

Themes 

• Wealth: Do not boast about your wealth, status or position be- 
cause these will not save you from painful torment in the Hereaf- 
ter unless you act righteously and accept the truth. 



Surah One Hundred and Twelve 
Purity/Sincerity 

Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 4 ayat whose 
major focus is tawhid.The title word does not occur in an ayah of the 
surah but is derived from the overall meaning of the surah. This surah 
highlights the tawhid and nature of Allah. It stresses pure faith in one 
and only one eternal Allah Who is free of all needs. Who has no son, 
father, mother, or partner and on Whom everyone and everything de- 
pends. 

Themes 

• Allah's unity: Keep your faith pure and believe in Allah who is 
one, eternal and does not have a son or a partner. 



Surah One Hundred and Thirteen 
The Dawn 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 5 ayat whose 
focus is seeking refuge in Allah from every evil creature. The title word 
occurs in ayah 1. The surah urges the believers to seek refuge in Allah 
from evil creatures, evil plots and the envy of people. 
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Themes 

• Refuge: Protect yourself from external evil and the plotting of oth- 
ers by seeking refuge in Allah for He is the One Who can shield 
you. 

• Trust: Put your total trust in Allah alone. 

• Envy: Avoid envying others because it is an evil and wrongdoing. 



Surah One Hundred and Fourteen 
Mankind 



Outline 

This surah belongs to the Makkan period and contains 6 ayat whose 
focus is seeking refuge in Allah from the evil Shaytan.The cue-word 
of the surah occurs in several ayat of the surah including ayah l.The 
surah urges the believers to seek refuge in Allah from the mischief of 
Shaytan, the arch enemy of all mankind. It also tells us that Allah is 
the Lord, the King and the Cherisher of all mankind. We are told that 
Shaytan whispers in our breasts to undermine our faith and make us 
unable to differentiate between right and wrong. 

Themes 

• Refuge: Protect yourself from Shaytan, your arch enemy, by seek- 
ing refuge in Allah for He is able to shield you from Shaytan's 
mischief. 

• Trust: Put your total trust in Allah alone. 

• Whisper: Shaytan whispers in our breasts to make us blind to the 
truth and follow him. 
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It can he a daunting task to read and understand long surahs and 
their exegesis in Arabic or other languages. The Qur'an Outlined is 
an attempt to make understanding of the Qur'an more accessible to 
the reader. It provides a thematically based exegetical account of the 
surahs of the Qur'an and is a stimulating analysis that shows the 
multiple layers of meaning as well as the themes of each surah, and 
illuminates for the reader the major focus of each surah together with 
the central themes of the Qur'an. It is a book that makes the reader 
appreciate the message of the Qur'an and its much needed values. 
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